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How I became a Christian
by Wintery Knight

A while back, I posted a set of questions that Christians could use in order to assess the worldviews of atheists. I received 10 sets of answers. I thought I would post my own answers to the same questions, since my co-workers and non-Christian friends have been bugging me to see them. Just one quick thing. When Christians talk about sin we mean people turning away from God and not involving him in their lives.

KNIGHT, ACCORDING TO DICTIONARY.COM YOU AREN'T EVEN CLOSE. SIN:
1.	TRANSGRESSION OF DIVINE LAW: THE SIN OF ADAM.
2. 	ANY ACT REGARDED AS SUCH A TRANSGRESSION, ESPECIALLY A WILLFUL OR DELIBERATE VIOLATION OF SOME RELIGIOUS OR MORAL PRINCIPLE.
3. 	ANY REPREHENSIBLE OR REGRETTABLE ACTION, BEHAVIOR, LAPSE, ETC.; GREAT FAULT OR OFFENSE.

AND KNIGHT, IF YOU DON'T LIKE THE DICTIONARY DEFINITION, LOOK IN YOUR BIBLE AND YOU'LL LEARN THAT GOD DOESN'T AGREE WITH YOU EITHER. SIN IS FAR MORE COMPLICATED THAN YOUR DEFINITION  WOULD INDICATE.

As God’s creatures, we have an obligation to find out if he is there and what he wants from us.

KNIGHT, IF WE REALLY WERE GOD'S CREATURES WE WOULDN'T HAVE TO FIND OUT IF HE WERE THERE - HE WOULDN'T BE HIDING FROM US.

AS FOR WHAT HE WANTS FROM US, THAT'S EASY ... MONEY.

But inevitably, we don’t try to find those answers, because we do not want to be bound by what we might find.

KNIGHT, HUMANITY HAS SEARCHED FOR THAT ANSWER LONGER AND HARDER THAN ANY OTHER ... AND COME UP EMPTY. SO YOUR CONCLUSION IS INVALID AS IT FOLLOWS FROM A FALSE PREMISE.

We don’t ask questions, and we speculate about ways to explain the evidence that we do see for God’s existence and character.

KNIGHT, AND WHAT EVIDENCE WOULD THAT BE?

That’s sin: wanting to keep God out of your life.

KNIGHT, I DON'T WANT TO KEEP GOD OUT OF MY LIFE ANY MORE THAN I WANT TO KEEP OUT UNICORNS OR FAIRIES. SO BY YOUR DEFINITION, I GUESS I'M SIN FREE, HUH?

We all do it. We’re all guilty. Five minutes introspection about how fair we have been to God should be enough to convince anyone that we are sinful.

KNIGHT, WHAT DO YOU ANSWER TO MUSLIMS WHO ACCUSE YOU OF THE SAME THING? YOU THINK ALLAH IS IMAGINARY, DON'T YOU KNIGHT? NOW YOU KNOW HOW RATIONAL PEOPLE VIEW YOU.

We just don’t want to give up our pursuit of happiness for anyone, no matter how much they love us, no matter how much evidence has been provided.

KNIGHT, IF YOU HAD ANY EVIDENCE ... YOU WOULDN'T NEED FAITH. FAITH IS ONLY REQUIRED IN THOSE CASES WHERE THERE IS NO EVIDENCE; CASES LIKE YOURS KNIGHT.

The first commandment in the Jewish Shema is “Love the LORD your God…”. And Jesus agrees.

KNIGHT, JESUS AGREES? WHAT A FUCKING SURPRISE. WHO WOULD HAVE EVER GUESSED THAT ONE?

No amount of atheistic personal preference “morality” or “empathy” or whatever is going to save you from that first commandment. The penalty is death.

KNIGHT, SO YOUR IDEA OF A GOD WORTHY OF WORSHIP IS ONE WHO THREATENS YOU WITH DEATH IF YOU REFUSE TO LOVE HIM? YOU KNOW, I OCCASIONALLY READ NEWS STORIES ABOUT GUYS LIKE THAT, AFTER  THEY'VE KILLED, OR POURED ACID ON THEIR GIRLFRIENDS WHO REFUSED TO MARRY THEM. YOU DON'T SEE THE CONNECTION ... DO YOU?

That’s why we all need Jesus to pay the penalty for our rebellion.

KNIGHT, NOW THERE'S A GREAT MORAL TEACHING: LET SOMEONE ELSE PAY THE PENALTY FOR YOUR CRIME.

Jesus died in our place, and we honor that sacrifice by accepting it as effective for us, and by following his example and teachings as we live out our own lives.

KNIGHT, IT'S GOING TO BE KINDA DIFFICULT FOR ME TO FOLLOW HIS TEACHINGS BECAUSE IT'S GETTING HARDER TO FIND SLAVES ANYMORE.

Now you know what Christianity is about. One last thing. Love doesn’t not mean wanting someone else to have happy feelings. Love means desiring what is objectively best for someone else. It’s because atheists are constantly focused on happiness that they keep thinking that God does not love them.

KNIGHT, YOUR ATTEMPT AT LOGIC(?) REALLY LOST ME ON THAT ONE. IF SOMEONE THINKS THAT GOD DOES NOT LOVE THEM ... THEN THEY AREN'T AN ATHEIST. COME ON KNIGHT, CLEAR YOUR HEAD AND THINK BEFORE YOU POST CRAP LIKE THAT TO THE INTERNET.

The purpose of life is NOT happiness, but knowing God,

KNIGHT, THAT WAS PRETTY INSIGHTFUL. YOU IMPLIED THAT KNOWING GOD AND HAPPINESS ARE MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE; AND KNIGHT ... HISTORY HAS PROVEN YOU CORRECT.

That is why people go to Heaven, to be with God, not to be happy.

KNIGHT, EVERYTHING YOU WRITE JUST MAKES HELL SOUND THAT MUCH BETTER.

Let’s see my answers to the survey. Here are Wintery Knight’s answers

Question 1: Is there a God? Is he knowable?

KNIGHT, THAT WAS 2 QUESTIONS. YOU'RE NOT OFF TO A VERY GOOD START.

Answer: Yes, there is a God, and yes, he is knowable.

SEE KNIGHT. YOU GAVE 2 ANSWERS. WE JUST STARTED THE TEST AND YOU ARE ALREADY CHEATING. AFTER QUESTION 1 YOU ALREADY HAVE 2 RIGHT; ALTHOUGH PERSONALLY, I WOULD SCORE IT AS 2 WRONG.

In fact, God exists as three persons

KNIGHT, I AGREE THAT ISLAM CAN CLAIM TO BE MONOTHEISTIC. WHAT I'M WONDERING IS, HOW CAN YOU GUYS GET AWAY WITH IT?

and one of those persons actually made himself known directly to us, by taking on a human nature in addition to his divine nature and living among us for a period of time. His name is Jesus.

KNIGHT, HIS NAME WAS  JESUS. THEY HUNG HIS ASS OUT TO DRY IN THE DESERT SUN AND HE HASN'T SO MUCH AS PEEPED IN 2,000 YEARS. IF HE DID EXIST, WHICH IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE, THEN THE JEWS AND MUSLIMS ARE PROBABLY RIGHT: HE WAS JUST A HIPPIE RABBI WITH A PENCHANT FOR PISSING OFF THE WRONG PEOPLE.

Question 2: Which religion were you raised in?

My earliest worldview was deism.

KNIGHT, IT'S KIND OF EMBARRASSING WHEN YOU WERE SMARTER RIGHT OUT OF THE STARTING GATE THAN YOU ARE AFTER YEARS OF STUDY. IT MIGHT BE TIME TO REALIZE THAT YOUR HORSE MIGHT BE HEADING IN THE WRONG DIRECTION.

My mother is a Muslim-raised agnostic.

KNIGHT, YOU SHOULD HAVE LISTENED TO YOUR MOTHER.

My father is a Catholic-raised agnostic.

KNIGHT, DITTO ON THE DAD. HEY KNIGHT, SEND ME THEIR EMAIL ADDRESSES AND I'LL SEND THEM THE PODCASTS I'VE DONE ON YOUR INSANITY. I'M SURE THEY WOULD REALLY GET A KICK OUT OF THEM.

Growing up, I never attended church or performed any other spiritual activity with my parents, except for my father saying grace at holiday dinners.

KNIGHT, YOU'VE CONFUSED ME AGAIN. WHY WOULD AN AGNOSTIC SAY GRACE AT HOLIDAY DINNERS? WAS HE JUST PLAYING IT SAFE? (PASCAL'S WAGER) OR LIKE MOST NONBELIEVERS, DID HE DO IT JUST TO PLACATE THE OTHER GHOST WORSHIPPERS?

My parent’s god was money, because we were very, very poor first-generation immigrants.

KNIGHT, ONCE AGAIN YOUR LOGIC(?) HAS ONE OF MY EYEBALLS BLEEDING. YOU SAID "WE" WERE FIRST-GENERATION IMMIGRANTS. SINCE "WE" REFERS TO YOU AND YOUR PARENTS, PERHAPS YOU COULD EXPLAIN HOW ALL OF YOU COULD BE FIRST-GENERATION IMMIGRANTS?

THE ONLY WAY THAT MIGHT WORK IS IF YOUR BIRTH WERE THE RESULT OF YOUR FATHER IMPREGNATING YOUR MOTHER'S MOTHER, WHICH WOULD THEN TECHNICALLY MAKE YOU, YOUR MOTHER'S HALF-BROTHER.

My parents do not believe in personal sacrifice for the benefit of God.

KNIGHT, IN YOUR FAMILY THE OLD SAYING CERTAINLY IS TRUE: "THEY DON'T MAKE'M LIKE THEY USED TO."

Half of my father’s family is mostly Hindu, and some Catholic. My mother’s family is mostly Muslim and some atheist. They strongly disapprove of everything spiritual that I do,

KNIGHT, THEY MIGHT FEEL A LITTLE BETTER IF THEY REALIZED THAT THE MORE TIME YOU SPEND IN YOUR IMAGINARY LITTLE SPIRIT WORLD, THE LESS TIME YOU HAVE TO HARM THOSE OF US WHO LIVE IN THE REAL WORLD. 

especially my sponsorship of Christian scholars like William Lane Craig.

KNIGHT, PUTTING THE WORD "SCHOLAR" IN A SENTENCE ANYWHERE NEAR THE NAME "WILLIAM LANE CRAIG" MAKES IT AN OXYMORON.

My mother especially hates my charitable enterprises. I am the only Evangelical Protestant in the family,

KNIGHT, EVERY FAMILY ON EARTH HAS AT LEAST ONE BAD EGG. BUT OVERALL, IT SOUNDS LIKE YOUR FAMILY DID PRETTY WELL.

and I think my choice of theology to be by far the best option for those who care about logic and evidence, and want to treat religion as they would treat any other field of inquiry.

KNIGHT, YOU HAVE ONCE AGAIN GIVEN A PERFECT DESCRIPTION OF THE WORD "DELUSION." LOGIC AND EVIDENCE ARE YOUR WORST ENEMIES BECAUSE NEITHER SUPPORTS WHAT YOU DESPERATELY WISH WERE TRUE. THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE CONVINCED YOURSELF THAT THEY DO, IS WHAT DEFINES DELUSION.

IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU HAVE A PRETTY GOOD FAMILY, KNIGHT. IT'S TOO BAD YOU WERE TOO ARROGANT TO LISTEN TO THEM.

I am on the side of William Wilberforce, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and William Lane Craig.

KNIGHT, THAT'S NOT  SOMETHING TO BRAG ABOUT.

Question 3: Explain some events that altered your spiritual worldview.

KNIGHT, AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS ESSAY YOU SAID THAT THE PURPOSE OF THESE QUESTIONS WAS TO "ASSESS THE WORLDVIEWS OF ATHEISTS." SO FAR, I HAVEN'T SEEN ONE QUESTION YET THAT HAS ADDRESSED THAT PURPOSE.

I remember the first time I stood up to defend God’s reputation in public. It was in second grade, Mrs. Hutchinson, who was one of the teachers who smoked, explained the big bang theory by using the example of baking a cake. I raised my hand, heart thumping, palms sweating, and asked her if it were not the case that God made the big bang, since cakes do not bake themselves.

KNIGHT, I THINK I SEE THE PROBLEM. YOU WERE A DUMBASS RIGHT FROM THE START. YOU THOUGHT YOU KNEW RELIGION AND ASTRONOMY, BUT YOU HAD NO CLUE HOW ANALOGIES WORKED. THE CAKE WAS MEANT TO TEACH KIDS HOW THE EXPANSION OF SPACE OCCURRED IN A WAY THEY COULD UNDERSTAND: HOW AN EXPANSION DIFFERS FROM AN EXPLOSION. THE BIG BANG ITSELF HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH A CAKE.

INSTEAD OF TRYING TO TEACH THE TEACHER, YOU MIGHT HAVE DONE BETTER TO ACTUALLY TRY TO LEARN. THAT'S WHAT SCHOOL IS FOR ... ESPECIALLY FOR SMART-ASS LITTLE SECOND GRADERS WHO THINK THEY KNOW WAY MORE THAN THEY DO.

SO HOW DID THAT EVENT ALTER YOUR WORLDVIEW? IF ANYTHING, IT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST SIGNS THAT YOU WOULD REFUSE TO ALTER YOUR VIEWS IN THE FACE OF SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE TO THE CONTRARY. I THOUGHT THIS QUESTION WAS ABOUT THINGS THAT ALTERED YOUR WORLDVIEW? WHO'S GRADING THIS TEST ANYWAY? OH THAT'S RIGHT ... YOU ARE.

She replied that for those who believe in God, God is the cause of the big bang, and for those who don’t believe in God… she stopped and threw up her hands and said “they just believe that the cake baked itself”.

WELL KNIGHT, I WOULDN'T EXPECT A SECOND GRADE TEACHER TO KNOW THAT MUCH ABOUT COSMOLOGY. DETAILS OF THE BIG BANG ITSELF ARE PROBABLY MORE APPROPRIATE FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS.

The biggest event for me was the receipt of a New Testament from the Gideons at a time when I was still a deist. The New Testament got me from the point of being a deist to becoming a theist with Christian leanings. I did not understand Christian theology much until my sophomore year of high school, because I did not go to church for 5 years following my conversion. I remember sitting in typing class in the summer of my freshman year of high school and reflecting on the fact that I was going to get a C in typing while the other students would get A-grades. Why?

KNIGHT, IF YOU ARE CONFUSED AS TO WHY YOU WERE GETTING A 'C' WHILE OTHERS WERE GETTING 'A'S, MAYBE YOU SHOULD HAVE ASKED YOUR TEACHER.

I ALWAYS KNEW WHY I WAS GETTING A GRADE. IT'S NOT LIKE TEACHERS HIDE THE GRADING SYSTEM FROM STUDENTS. YOU WERE GETTING A LOWER GRADE BECAUSE YOU WEREN'T AS GOOD AS THEY WERE; AND FROM THE LOOKS OF YOUR ESSAYS, IT SEEMS LIKE THOSE MIGHT HAVE BEEN YOUR BEST DAYS.

They were turning in duplicate pages of work, which the teacher, Mr. Donohue, did not notice.

KNIGHT, HOW DO YOU KNOW HE DIDN'T NOTICE? ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN WORDS, YOU WEREN'T EVEN AWARE OF WHY YOU WERE GETTING A 'C'. ANYONE THAT "OUT OF IT" CERTAINLY WOULDN'T BE IN A POSITION TO KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON BETWEEN THE TEACHER AND OTHER STUDENTS.

I remember thinking to myself “Cheating on assignments is wrong. And it’s wrong regardless of what cheaters think of it”. I got a C in typing, and the other students got As. And it was OK, because being different is OK.

KNIGHT, SO YOUR EXCUSE FOR BEING INFERIOR WAS THAT EVERYONE ELSE WAS CHEATING? I THINK WE MAY HAVE JUST FOUND THE FIRST INDICATION THAT DENIAL OF REALITY  WOULD BECOME A WAY OF LIFE FOR YOU.

My discovery of C.S. Lewis in high school and William Lane Craig in my undergraduate years sealed the deal. The web site Leadership University introduced me to Craig and Walter Bradley. Once I read Craig’s arguments in his debates with Michael Tooley and Corey Washington, I was convinced.

KNIGHT, YOU SAW WHAT YOU WANTED TO SEE. YOU DISREGARDED PROVABLE SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE, AND FELL LIKE A SUCKER FOR SOPHISTRY AND DISHONESTY BECAUSE THEY SUPPORTED YOUR PRESUPPOSITIONS. YOU ARE NOW ON A PATH THAT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO LEAVE. YOU WILL LIKELY SPEND THE REST OF YOUR LIFE DENYING REALITY AND DEVELOPING THE SAME DISHONEST SKILLS POSSESSED BY THOSE YOU ADMIRE.

KNIGHT ... I WOULD RATHER BE A WORM.

I remember printing them out in the computer lab and reading them. It was at this time that I dumped young-earth creationism due to the evidence for the big bang, but I still doubt macro-evolution today.

KNIGHT, ACCEPTING A GOD-CREATED BIG BANG DOESN'T THREATEN YOUR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. BUT IF EVOLUTION IS TRUE THEN GENESIS IS FALSE. THAT DOES THREATEN YOUR BELIEFS. THAT IS WHY YOUR ONLY OPTION IS TO DENY REALITY. THAT WOULD BE THE REALITY OF EVOLUTION, A THEORY WHICH HAS REACHED THE SAME LEVEL OF ACCEPTANCE AS THE THEORY OF GRAVITY. AND KNIGHT, WHEN I SAY ACCEPTANCE, I AM REFERRING TO THE CONSENSUS OF THE WORLD'S BIOLOGISTS ... NOT RELIGIOUS NUTBAGS.

When I graduated, I moved to Chicago, and bought a tape of Walter Bradley’s Veritas Forum lecture entitled “Giants in the Land“. Here at last was a vision of Christianity as not just true, but as heroic and defiant! Atheism now seemed to be the worldview that resulted from laziness, cowardice and ignorance.

KNIGHT, ATHEISM IS NO MORE A WORLDVIEW THAN DISBELIEF IN UNICORNS IS A WORLDVIEW. ATHEISM IS MERELY A REJECTION OF SUPERSTITIOUS, CHILDISH BELIEFS WHICH LACK SUPPORTING EVIDENCE. ATHEISM DOES NOT RESULT FROM LAZINESS BECAUSE IT REQUIRES ANALYSIS TO DETERMINE THAT WHAT WE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT IS WRONG.

COWARDICE, KNIGHT? IT TAKES FAR MORE COURAGE TO STAND UP TO THE THREATS OF AN INVISIBLE MONSTER WHO PROMISES ETERNAL TORTURE FOR DISBELIEF THAN TO SUBMIT TO THOSE THREATS. IT'S OBVIOUS YOU DIDN'T EVEN TRY TO THINK THAT INSULT OUT FIRST.

AND REGARDING IGNORANCE, WHAT DID YOU CALL YOURSELF EARLIER? AN EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT? WELL ACCORDING TO A RECENT POLL, EVERYONE IN AMERICA BEAT EVANGELICAL PROTESTANTS ON A TEST OF BIBLICAL KNOWLEDGE INCLUDING JEWS, MORMONS, CATHOLICS, AND EVEN ATHEISTS. I'M BETTING THAT HAD THEY INCLUDED PETS IN THE TESTING, PROTESTANTS STILL WOULD HAVE COME OUT LAST. THERE ARE NO BIGGER DUMBASSES ON THE PLANET THAN EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS AND THAT POLL PROVED IT.

AND KNIGHT, YOU GUYS CAME IN LAST IN THE ONLY SUBJECT YOU WERE EXPECTED TO WIN. I CAN'T EVEN IMAGINE HOW LOW YOU GUYS WOULD SCORE ON SCIENCE AND OTHER SUBJECTS. YOU GUYS COULDN'T WIN A SPELLING BEE AGAINST A BOWL OF PHLEGM.

Atheists didn’t want the trouble of being different from their peers,

KNIGHT, JUST IN CASE ANYONE DOUBTED WHAT I JUST SAID ABOUT HOW AMAZINGLY DUMB YOU PEOPLE ARE, YOU HAD TO GO OUT OF YOUR WAY TO PROVE ME RIGHT. IN A NATION THAT, AS YOU LIKE TO POINT OUT, IS OVERWHELMINGLY CHRISTIAN, HOW IN YOUR WEIRDEST THOUGHTS DO YOU COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT ATHEISTS ARE NOT DIFFERENT FROM THEIR PEERS?

didn’t want to be informed, didn’t read, listen to or watch formal debates, and just wanted to be happy all the time, instead of being good all the time and right all the time.

KNIGHT, I WOULDN'T WORRY ABOUT BEING RIGHT "ALL THE TIME" UNTIL YOU CAN PROVIDE EVIDENCE THAT YOU HAVE EVER BEEN RIGHT ... ANYTIME.

Question 4: What are your main objections to God’s existence and knowability?

I have no objections to theism. You would have to be either wilfully blind or uninformed to be an atheist given the evidence from the progress of science in the last 70 years.

KNIGHT, I'LL BET YOU WOULD SELL YOUR ONE DESCENDED TESTICLE IF ONLY THAT STATEMENT WERE TRUE. THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE HAS SUPPORTED EVOLUTION, NATURALISM, AND MANY OTHER AREAS OF SCIENCE THAT CONTRADICT THE FAIRY TALES IN YOUR BIBLE. THE ONLY SCIENCE THAT SUPPORTS YOUR BELIEFS IS SCIENCE FICTION.

That is why honest, informed atheists like Anthony Flew left atheism for deism.

KNIGHT, DEISTS DON'T BELIEVE IN YOUR GOD. THEY DON'T BELIEVE IN JESUS. THEY ARE GOING TO HELL. AS A DEIST IN KINDERGARTEN DIDN'T YOU LEARN THOSE THINGS?

The scientific evidence available today is enough to destroy atheism 5 times over.

KNIGHT, YOU CAN SAY "A MILLION TIMES OVER" IF IT MAKES YOU FEEL BETTER. BUT THE SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE AVAILABLE TODAY HAS RESULTED IN THE LARGEST GROUP OF NON-BELIEVING SCIENTISTS IN HISTORY. AT ONE TIME, NEARLY ALL SCIENTISTS BELIEVED IN GOD, NOW LESS THAN HALF DO. DELUDING YOURSELF WITH LIES DOESN'T AFFECT SCIENCE AT ALL, KNIGHT. YOU ARE ONLY FOOLING YOURSELF.

The real problem with atheism is the complete refusal to become informed and engaged.

KNIGHT, I GUESS THAT'S WHY THEY DID SO POORLY ON THAT BIBLE TEST, HUH? OH, THAT'S RIGHT ... THAT WAS YOU GUYS WASN'T IT?

BASED ON WHAT I READ IN THIS ESSAY KNIGHT, YOUR EXCUSE IS PROBABLY THAT EVERYONE EXCEPT THE PROTESTANTS CHEATED; JUST LIKE ALL THOSE GIRLS IN YOUR TYPING CLASS.

The only remaining issues for me are certain Bible difficulties

KNIGHT, TALK ABOUT AN UNDERSTATEMENT. BUT DON'T WORRY. YOU HAVE PROVEN THAT THERE IS NO DEPTH TO WHICH YOU ARE UNABLE TO SINK TO RATIONALIZE AWAY REALITY AND MAINTAIN YOUR BELIEF IN YOUR MAGICAL LITTLE WORLD OF GODS, DEMONS, DEVILS, AND ANGELS.

(I am an inerrantist, but you need not be, to be a Christian),

KNIGHT, I WOULD HAVE KEPT THAT ADMISSION PRIVATE. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN LESS EMBARRASSING TO ADMIT THAT YOU MASTURBATE WHILE WATCHING COWBOY RERUNS THAN TO ADMIT YOU BELIEVE IN THE INERRANCY OF THE BIBLE.

issues about whether Jesus did everything that the Messiah is supposed to do, and concerns about the concept of God, such as divine aseity.

KNIGHT, INFINITE REGRESSION IS ONLY ONE OF MANY PROBLEMS THAT SHOOT DOWN YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF "HOLY SCRIPTURES."

AND FAR FROM BEING INERRANT, I HAVE NEVER FOUND ANYTHING IN THE BIBLE THAT IS EVEN CLOSE TO BEING RIGHT.

Question 5: What is the ontology of moral values and moral duties?

Moral values exist objectively. They are grounded by God’s unchanging nature. Humans are designed by God and therefore have moral duties in keeping with their Designer’s character.

KNIGHT, YOU HAD BETTER HOPE THAT HUMANS DON'T EMULATE THE DESIGNER'S CHARACTER. ARE YOU SURE YOU'VE READ THE BIBLE? DID YOU READ ABOUT ALL THE MURDERS THAT GOD HAS CONFESSED TO?

OF COURSE YOU HAVE. BUT AS LONG AS YOU BELIEVE THAT HE IS SITTING RIGHT THERE BESIDE YOU WITH THAT "CAREFUL OR I'LL SEND YOU TO HELL" SCOWL ON HIS FACE, THERE IS NOTHING ON THIS EARTH THAT WILL EVER ALLOW YOU TO ADMIT THAT YOUR GOD IS AN EVIL MONSTER.

AND YOU WERE ACCUSING ATHEISTS OF BEING COWARDS? YOU CAN'T EVEN STAND UP TO THE MURDER CONFESSIONS OF AN INVISIBLE GHOST. YOU MAKE EXCUSES FOR THE MOST HORRIBLE CRIMES IMAGINABLE. YOU PEOPLE DEFINE COWARDICE.

Question & Answer 6: NO COMMENT.

Question 7: Is there a way for you to rationally persuade an atheist dictator to grant you mercy?

Easy. Convert him to Christianity with the evidence. Christians are not permitted to murder anyone.

KNIGHT, FOR 2,000 YEARS IT HASN'T MATTERED TO CHRISTIANS WHETHER OR NOT THEY HAD PERMISSION TO MURDER. FROM THE CRUSADES TO THE INQUISITION TO WITCH BURNINGS TO ABORTION CLINIC BOMBINGS AND THE MURDER OF ABORTION DOCTORS, CHRISTIANS HAVE ALWAYS MANAGED TO FIND AN EXCUSE TO ALLOW THEM TO GET AROUND THE PROHIBITION AGAINST MURDER. OR MAYBE THEY JUST CHOSE TO IGNORE HIS COMMANDMENT, AND FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE INSTEAD.

AND KNIGHT, GOOD LUCK TRYING TO CONVERT AN ATHEIST DICTATOR TO BELIEVE IN YOUR INVISIBLE GHOST. IF REAL EVIDENCE HAS NO EFFECT ON YOU, WHY DO YOU THINK THAT YOUR ARGUMENTS AND IMAGINARY EVIDENCE WOULD HAVE ANY EFFECT ON HIM?

Question 8: Is it rational for you to risk your life to save a stranger?

Yes, for two reasons. First, because Jesus taught it, and second because Jesus set the example by laying down his life to pay for our rebellion.

KNIGHT, JESUS DIDN'T DIE. YOU SHOULD HAVE FINISHED THE WHOLE STORY. AT THE END, HE JUST GETS UP 3 DAYS LATER AND FLOATS BACK UP TO OLYMPUS. I'VE BEEN DOWN WITH COLDS THAT KEEP ME OUT OF ACTION LONGER THAN THAT.

Additionally, the doctrines of eternal life and proportional rewards would make self-sacrifice rational.

KNIGHT, BELIEF IN ETERNAL LIFE IS IRRATIONAL ACCORDING TO ... THE SECOND LAW OF THERMODYNAMICS. THE ONLY WAY YOU CAN GET AROUND IT IS BY INVOKING THE LOGICAL FALLACY OF SPECIAL PLEADING.

In Christianity and Judaism, there is a tradition of refusing to dishonor God even at the point of death.

KNIGHT, IF YOU REVIEW THE STORY OF PETER I THINK YOU'LL DISCOVER THAT THE TRADITION OF WHICH YOU SPEAK DESCRIBES MANY THINGS, BUT CHRISTIANITY IS NOT ONE OF THEM. IN FACT, WHY DON'T YOU TRY READING THAT STORY ... 3 TIMES.

If you read books by agnostic sociologist Rodney Stark, you will see how the earliest Christians were reckless about their own lives and safety as they served others. They did not think that death was this terrible thing to be avoided.

KNIGHT, IF DEATH IS NOT SOMETHING TO BE AVOIDED, AND YOU HAVE AN INCREDIBLE AFTERLIFE AWAITING YOU WITH YOUR GLORIOUS LORD, THEN WHAT THE HELL IS KEEPING YOU HERE?

APPARENTLY, YOU GUYS AREN'T ANY MORE EAGER TO LEAVE THIS LIFE THAN ANYONE ELSE. BUT AS YOUR LONG, BRUTAL HISTORY PROVES, YOU ARE QUITE ABLE AND WILLING TO ASSIST OTHERS IN LEAVING.

None of this goodness is rational on atheism, of course.

SO KNIGHT, GOODNESS IS RESTRICTED ONLY TO CHRISTIANS? DEAR KNIGHT - HISTORY PROVES OTHERWISE ... AND I DON'T JUST MEAN ANCIENT HISTORY.

Question 9: Could you condemn slavery in a society where it was accepted, on rational grounds?

Easy. Convert them to Christianity with the evidence.

KNIGHT, IF YOU CONVERT THEM TO CHRISTIANITY HOW WOULD THAT CONDEMN SLAVERY. ONCE YOU CONVERTED THEM, THEY WOULD THEN HAVE DIVINE JUSTIFICATION TO CONTINUE THE PRACTICE.

It is very important to understand the difference between atheism and Christianity when it comes to what other people are for. On atheism, as we saw from the answers, other people exist to make you happy, because that is the purpose of your life.

WELL KNIGHT, CHRISTIANITY SURE TOOK CARE OF THAT PROBLEM DIDN'T IT? THEY CREATED A CULTURE THAT COULDN'T BE FURTHER FROM HAPPINESS. THEY ATTEMPT TO DICTATE EVERY ASPECT OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR ... AND HAPPINESS ISN'T ONE OF THE OPTIONS. WHAT A GREAT RELIGION YOU HAVE, KNIGHT.

If other people make you unhappy, say, by offering to pray for you using their right to free speech, then you can bring the force of the state to bear on them to force them to give up their free speech in order to restore your happy feelings.

KNIGHT, READING THAT SENTENCE MAKES IT CLEAR WHERE THE PROBLEM IS IN YOUR THINKING: YOU HAVE COMPLETELY BLOWN ALL THE FUSES IN YOUR LOGIC BOARD.

FIRST, I DON'T BECOME UNHAPPY BECAUSE GHOST WORSHIPPERS WANT TO PRAY FOR ME. IF THEY WANT TO SPEND THEIR LIVES TALKING TO INVISIBLE FRIENDS, FAR BE IT FROM ME TO INTERCEDE.

NEXT, PRAYING QUIETLY AS JESUS TRIED TO TEACH YOU IN MATTHEW 6:5-6 WOULD NOT VIOLATE THE FIRST AMENDMENT. EVERYONE HAS THAT RIGHT. BUT SINCE MOST CHRISTIANS CHOOSE TO IGNORE JESUS, WHICH IS NOT THAT UNUSUAL, AND PRAY OUT LOUD, EVEN THAT RIGHT IS STILL GUARANTEED BY THE FIRST AMENDMENT.

FINALLY, WHEN RATIONAL PEOPLE BRING THE FORCE OF THE STATE TO BEAR (MEANING THE FIRST AMENDMENT), IT IS NOT TO FORCE BELIEVERS TO GIVE UP THEIR RIGHT OF FREE SPEECH, BUT TO STOP THEM FROM FORCING THEIR BELIEFS ON OTHERS.

AND YES KNIGHT, STOPPING GHOST WORSHIPPERS FROM FORCING THEIR BELIEFS UPON THE UNWILLING ... DOES RESTORE MY HAPPY FEELINGS.

There are no “human rights” that we are endowed with by our Creator, on atheism.

KNIGHT, HOW CAN WE BE ENDOWED WITH HUMAN RIGHTS BY A CREATOR WHO DOESN'T EXIST?

It’s just survival of the fittest.

KNIGHT, IF THAT WERE TRUE CHRISTIANITY WOULD HAVE DISAPPEARED CENTURIES AGO. YOU PEOPLE ARE PROOF THAT IT IS MORE ACCURATE TO SAY, "SURVIVAL OF THE MEANEST AND MOST HATEFUL."

On Christian theism, other people have an objective purpose: to freely respond to God, and to prioritize their lives based on that vertical relationship.

KNIGHT, I DON'T THINK YOU CAN CALL IT "FREELY RESPONDING" WHEN ONE IS THREATENED WITH ETERNAL TORTURE FOR NOT  RESPONDING. YOU NEED TO GET TO A DICTIONARY AND LOOK UP THE WORD "COERCION."

BUT I AGREE THAT CHRISTIANITY SEES EVERYONE IN TERMS OF VERTICAL RELATIONSHIPS. HUMANISM LOOKS AT ALL PEOPLE AS EQUAL, AND THEREFORE, AS HORIZONTAL RELATIONSHIPS. WE COULDN'T BE MORE UNALIKE KNIGHT ... AND THAT IS SOMETHING THAT MAKES BOTH OF US EXTREMELY HAPPY. OH THAT'S RIGHT, YOU'RE NOT SUPPOSED TO BE HAPPY, ARE YOU?

They don’t exist to make you happy. When a Christian sees someone else, we are not interested in forcing them make us feel happy.

THAT'S RIGHT KNIGHT, YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FORCING THEM TO CONVERT TO YOUR BELIEFS, AS SEVERAL OF YOUR PRIOR ANSWERS REVEALED. SINCE THE CRUSADES WERE SUCH A DISMAL FAILURE AND EMBARRASSMENT, CHRISTIANS HAVE SIMPLY CHANGED THEIR TACTICS.

Our job is to reconcile that person with God,

KNIGHT, AND THE CHRISTIAN FORMULA FOR DOING THAT IS TO THREATEN THEM WITH ETERNAL TORTURE IF THEY REFUSE.

by answering their questions and taking care of them. No coercion is permitted, because even God does not coerce.

KNIGHT, READING THAT CAUSED ME TO SWALLOW MY TONGUE. FORTUNATELY, FAMILY MEMBERS WERE ABLE TO RESTORE IT TO ITS PROPER POSITION, BUT I DON'T THINK HOT DOGS WILL EVER TASTE THE SAME AGAIN.

HERE'S THE DEFINITION OF COERCION FROM WICTIONARY:
"Actual or threatened force for the purpose of compelling action by another person."

DUDE, THAT DEFINES CHRISTIANITY TO A "T." YOUR RELIGION IS BASED ON COERCION. SO YOUR STATEMENT ABOVE COULD NOT HAVE POSSIBLY BEEN MORE WRONG. KNIGHT, YOU ARE DEMONSTRATING TO ALL RATIONAL PEOPLE LISTENING TO THIS, JUST HOW SICK AND DELUSIONAL YOU GHOST WORSHIPPERS ARE. YOU ARE ONE VERY SICK LITTLE MAN.

In view of this, if you met a slave, and you were an atheist, you would have no reason not to force that slave to make you happy, by force, unless not doing so made you happier.

KNIGHT, WHEN AMERICA HAD SLAVES, ATHEISTS WERE RARER THAN HONEST CHRISTIANS. NOW THAT ATHEISM IS EXPLODING AND SLAVES ARE GETTING HARDER TO FIND, I DON'T THINK IT'S LIKELY THAT YOU'RE GOING TO GET TO TEST THAT IDEA OUT.

The only thing that might stop you is peer pressure, but that’s not a rational argument.

KNIGHT, YOU'RE ABOUT AS CLOSE TO UNDERSTANDING RATIONALITY AS SARAH PALIN IS TO EARNING A DEGREE IN GEOGRAPHY.

Slavery is also similar to abortion and suppression of religious expression.

ACTUALLY KNIGHT, THE ONLY THING SLAVERY AND ABORTION HAVE IN COMMON IS THEIR SUPPORT IN THE BIBLE. THE FATHER AND HIS SON WERE BOTH HUGE SUPPORTERS OF SLAVERY, AND IF YOU READ THE STORY OF JERICHO IN THE BOOK OF JOSHUA IT WILL REMIND YOU THAT GOD IS QUITE THE ABORTION DOCTOR HIMSELF AS HE DIRECTED HIS GOONS TO RIP FETUSES FROM THEIR WOMBS.

AS FOR SUPPRESSION OF RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION, THAT IS PREVENTED BY THE FIRST AMENDMENT WHICH YOU SEEM TO KNOW ABOUT AS WELL AS YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE. ONLY WHEN RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION ATTEMPTS TO COERCE OR HURT OTHERS, WHICH IT DOES ALL THE TIME, IS IT SUPPRESSED. FOR EXAMPLE, JESUS' PROMISE TO ANSWER PRAYERS AND HEAL THE SICK, LIKE ALL HIS PROMISES, FAILED TO SAVE MANY INNOCENT CHILDREN FROM DEATH, SO GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN FORCED TO STEP IN, TO STOP RELIGIOUS NUT JOBS FROM HARMING THEIR CHILDREN.

You disregard the rights of others and force them to please you. Abortion denies the right to life,

KNIGHT, FUNNY YOU SHOULD MENTION THAT BECAUSE YOUR GOD ABORTS ABOUT 50 MILLION KIDS A YEAR THROUGH MISCARRIAGES. IT SOUNDS LIKE WE LEARNED FROM THE BEST.

slavery denies the right to liberty,

KNIGHT, ACCORDING TO YOUR BIBLE NEITHER GOD, NOR JESUS, SEEMED TO THINK THAT WAS MUCH OF A DEAL. MAYBE YOU SHOULD RECONSIDER BEFORE CRITICIZING INVISIBLE MONSTERS WHO ARE LISTENING TO EVERYTHING YOU SAY, AND WHO DON'T HAVE A HISTORY OF TAKING CRITICISM VERY WELL.

and secular humanism denies freedom of religious speech:

KNIGHT, YOU CAN'T PRODUCE ANY EVIDENCE FOR THAT STATEMENT BECAUSE IT IS A LIE. ISN'T THAT A VIOLATION OF ONE OF YOUR COMMANDMENTS?

all in order to increase the happiness of people who have no grounding for morality or human rights.

KNIGHT, YOU ASSUME THAT MORALITY CAN ONLY COME FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD. SINCE YOU'VE NEVER BEEN ABLE TO PROVE TO ANY RATIONAL PERSON THAT YOUR LITTLE IMAGINARY FAIRY WORLD EXISTS, THEN IT IS MORE LIKELY THAT MORALITY COMES FROM HUMANS.

It’s survival of the fittest. Might makes right. Christians have reasons to ground morality and human rights. That is why the committed Christians resisted Nazism during world war 2, even though they would have been “happier” going along with it.

KNIGHT, THE NAZIS WEREN'T MUSLIMS, NOR WERE THEY ATHEISTS, NOR BUDDHISTS. DESPITE WHAT CHRISTIANS ARE DESPERATELY TRYING TO DENY, THE FACTS OF HISTORY DON'T LIE ... THEY WERE CHRISTIANS. AND YES, THEY DID ATTACK OTHER CHRISTIANS, WHICH IS NOT ALL THAT UNUSUAL.

But that would have been irrational, on Christianity.

KNIGHT, AFTER FORCING MYSELF TO READ A FEW OF YOUR ESSAYS, I FULLY SUPPORT A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT REQUIRING YOU TO OBTAIN A PERMIT BEFORE YOU ARE ALLOWED TO USE ANY FORM OF THE WORD "RATIONAL."

Happiness is not the greatest thing for us, and death is not the end of the story.

KNIGHT, OH FOR TWO. ACTUALLY, FOR YOU, THAT'S PRETTY GOOD.

Question 10: Is there ultimate significance for acting morally or not?

Yes. On Christianity, you have relationships that go on into the the future for eternity, with God and other believers.

KNIGHT, I'M JUST TRYING TO REMEMBER BACK TO WHAT IT FELT LIKE TO HAVE THE MIND OF A CHILD. I MUST BE GETTING OLD BECAUSE, TRY AS I MIGHT, I JUST CAN'T REMEMBER ... BUT THANKS FOR REMINDING ME.

Two things are affected by your actions: 1) where you go when you die is a result of whether you accept Jesus as your Savior and Lord,

KNIGHT, THAT DOESN'T SOUND LIKE VERY GOOD NEWS FOR THE CHINESE. IN FACT, IT SOUNDS LIKE 2/3'S OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION IS SCREWED.

and 2) your reward and punishment will be based on how you loved God and loved others.

KNIGHT, AND YOU KNOW THIS ... HOW?

Question 11: Is there an objective purpose to life?

Yes, as I said before, we were all made for a purpose: to know God as he is, to be reconciled with him through Christ’s atoning death.

KNIGHT, IF WHAT YOU JUST SAID WERE TRUE, WHY DID GOD FAIL TO CONVINCE THE OTHER 2/3'S OF THE PLANET ABOUT JESUS?

Your job is to be reconciled, to re-prioritize your life in light of God’s goals, and to help others to do the same, if they let you.

KNIGHT, MANY OF US HAVE NOTICED HOW "GOD'S GOALS" ALWAYS SEEM TO MATCH "YOUR GOALS." THAT MIGHT BE WHY THE MAJORITY OF THE WORLD ... WON'T LET YOU.

With respect to God’s goals, your happiness is expendable.

KNIGHT, WITH RESPECT TO GOD'S GOALS, IF I READ YOUR BIBLE RIGHT, OUR HAPPINESS ISN'T THE ONLY THING THAT IS EXPENDABLE.

And that is exactly what Jesus exemplified.

ACTUALLY, KNIGHT, JESUS EXEMPLIFIED AN UNEMPLOYED CARPENTER WHO FOUND FAME AND FORTUNE IN THE TELEVANGELISM CIRCUIT. HE TURNED A FEW "SLIGHT-OF-HAND" TRICKS AND A GOOD SNAKE OIL SPIEL INTO A SCAM OF HISTORICAL PROPORTIONS.

Question 12: How would you begin to follow Jesus if it became clear to you that Christianity was true?

I converted on my own, after reading the New Testament, against the wishes of my family and friends.

KNIGHT. ARROGANT LITTLE BOY THINKS HE IS SO MUCH SMARTER THAN ALL THE ADULTS AROUND HIM; GETS FILLED WITH IMPOSSIBLE FAIRY TALES WHICH HE IS DETERMINED TO PROVE ARE TRUE, AND SPENDS THE REST OF HIS LIFE TRYING TO DEFEND THEM. WHAT A PATHETIC EPITAPH.

I believed in God based on the cosmological and moral arguments, and the New testament was obviously of the historical genre.

KNIGHT, WE AGREE THAT THE NEW TESTAMENT IS OF THE HISTORICAL GENRE. WE JUST DISAGREE AS TO WHETHER IT BELONGS IN THE NON-FICTION SECTION OR THE KIDDIE SECTION.

I knew no Christians then and met no Christians for 5 years after my conversion. There were no social benefits to converting, but only penalties of being unpopular and different.

KNIGHT, TELL ME AGAIN WHERE YOU GREW UP ... I'M CONSIDERING MOVING THERE.

But who cares what other people think of you? It’s better to win debates and to be morally good.

KNIGHT, YOU THINK YOU'VE ACTUALLY WON DEBATES? JUST BECAUSE PEOPLE ROLL THEIR EYES AND WALK AWAY IN DISBELIEF DOESN'T MEAN THAT YOU WON A DEBATE. IT ONLY MEANS THAT RATIONAL PEOPLE REALIZE THAT YOUR MIND IS BEYOND SALVATION. AND NO KNIGHT, I DIDN'T MEAN THAT KIND OF SALVATION.

Question 13: What would be the hardest adjustment you would have to make to live a faithful, public Christian life?

I need to work on reading the Bible more and going to church more.

KNIGHT, NOW THERE'S A REAL PRODUCTIVE USE OF YOUR TIME. ALTHOUGH THERE MAY BE SOME VALUE IN GOING TO CHURCH MORE SINCE YOU MAY MEET A BLIND GIRL WHO IS ALSO DEAF.

I am very uncomfortable with the feminized church and what goes on in it.

KNIGHT, YOU ARE A MANLY MAN AREN'T YOU? I KNEW IT. LIKE I SAID IN YOUR PREVIOUS ESSAY, YOU COULD CONVERT TO ISLAM AND FIND EVEN GREATER HAPPINESS. OH SORRY, I FORGOT ... HAPPINESS IS BAD. MY MISTAKE.

Many of the Christians that you meet in the feminized church are nothing like me

KNIGHT, LET ME GUESS: COWBOY BOOTS, LEATHER CHAPS, ELVIS SHIRT, CRUCIFIX NECKLACE, CREW CUT ... AND LINGERIE FROM VICTORIA'S SECRET. I NAILED IT, DIDN'T I?

they pursue happiness in the same way that atheists do, and they would not allow any principle or allegiance to limit that pursuit. They certainly do not read apologetics and prepare a defense.

KNIGHT, YOU'VE READ APOLOGETICS AND PREPARED A DEFENSE AND LOOK WHAT IT GOT YOU ... A REPUTATION ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB AS A RETARD.

They have no will to defend God’s existence and character in public.

KNIGHT, IF YOU'LL TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT YOUR BIBLE, YOU'LL SEE WHY THEY HAVE NO WILL TO TRY TO DEFEND GOD'S EXISTENCE, AND ESPECIALLY HIS CHARACTER.

THE FACT THAT YOU ACTUALLY TRY TO DEFEND SUCH A MURDERING, BUTCHERING, INVISIBLE MONSTER IS ALL THE EVIDENCE THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED ON A RATIONAL PLANET TO HAVE YOU INSTITUTIONALIZED.

I had very few bad habits to undo following my conversion. The biggest problem was pride, and constantly comparing yourself to others and looking down on them.

KNIGHT, THAT'S STILL YOUR BIGGEST PROBLEM AND CHRISTIANITY IS THE ROOT CAUSE. AS LONG AS YOU HAVE A BOOK THAT TELLS YOU THAT YOU'RE BETTER THAN EVERYONE ELSE, AND YOU BELIEVE IT, PRIDE WILL ALWAYS BE AN ISSUE.

Also, I had to learn to let people have space not to believe, even if they were wrong.

SEE KNIGHT, THAT IS EXACTLY THE KIND OF ARROGANCE I WAS TALKING ABOUT. OBVIOUSLY, PRIDE STILL IS YOUR BIGGEST PROBLEM. WELL, SECOND BIGGEST NEXT TO GULLIBILITY. WELL, THIRD BIGGEST NEXT TO BIGOTRY. WELL ... NEVER MIND.

Christianity isn’t just about winning arguments – you can win the arguments and the person may still not follow Jesus.

KNIGHT, IF YOU COULD WIN THE ARGUMENT ... THE PERSON WOULD  FOLLOW JESUS.

I had to learn that this was “Working As Designed” as we software engineers say.

SO KNIGHT, YOU BELIEVE YOU KNOW MORE THAN THE WORLD'S TOP PHYSICISTS, ASTRONOMERS, BIOLOGISTS, AND GEOLOGISTS, WHO ALL AGREE ON THE BASIC FACTS OF SCIENCE; AND YOU OVERRULE THEM BECAUSE ... YOU PROGRAM COMPUTERS?

YOU WERE WRONG KNIGHT, PRIDE ISN'T YOUR BIGGEST PROBLEM. YOUR BIGGEST PROBLEM IS THAT YOU ARE DUMBER THAN DOG SHIT.

I was very clean other than that; chaste, sober, poor, etc.

KNIGHT, AS I STATED WHILE ANALYZING YOUR LAST ESSAY, WE ALL KNOW WHY YOU ARE CHASTE ... AND IT ISN'T BY CHOICE.

I was too young then to have done anything really bad. Today I am:

Chaste. I could not fit love and marriage together with my prior commitment to Christianity.

KNIGHT, SEE MY PREVIOUS STATEMENT.

Sober. I have about 1 beer a year. Some years I don’t have any beers. I don’t smoke or use drugs.

GREAT KNIGHT, IF THE CHRISTIANITY GIG DOESN'T WORK OUT FOR YOU, AND MY SUGGESTIONS ABOUT ISLAM DON'T REGISTER, YOU SOUND LIKE A PERFECT FIT FOR THE MORMONS (WHOM YOU GUYS DON'T CONSIDER CHRISTIANS).

Frugal. I use cardboard boxes for furniture, and I spend more on charity than I do on vacations. I have no TV. I don’t go to movies.

KNIGHT, TV AND MOVIES WOULD EXPOSE YOU TO REALITY. THAT WOULD NOT BE WISE FOR SOMEONE DESIRING TO REMAIN A CHILD IN THEIR OWN LITTLE FANTASY WORLD.

THE THING ABOUT CHARITY KNIGHT, IS THAT WHEN CHRISTIANS GIVE, IT'S BECAUSE THEY ARE EXPECTING TO BE REWARDED LATER ON. WHEN WE GIVE, IT'S NOT FOR SELFISH REASONS BUT BECAUSE OF OUR DESIRE TO HELP OTHERS.

Self-controlled. I just don’t pursue pleasure that much – I hate spending money, time and effort on “happiness”.

KNIGHT, I CAN'T IMAGINE WHY GIRLS AREN'T CLIMBING ALL OVER THEMSELVES IN ORDER TO MEET YOU. I'M AS SHOCKED AS YOU ARE.

Authentic. I am very public about my faith.

KNIGHT, SO ARE MUSLIMS.

I am willing to be different.

WRONG KNIGHT, YOU SET YOURSELF RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 'FLOCK' WHERE IT IS SAFEST. YOU DON'T HAVE THE GUTS TO BE DIFFERENT. THAT'S WHY YOU REFUSE TO BE PERSUADED BY SCIENCE AND REALITY.

I don’t need the approval of anyone.

I'M GLAD TO HEAR THAT KNIGHT BECAUSE IF THIS IS A LIST OF YOUR GREATEST ASSETS, IT'S NOT LIKELY YOU'LL BE GETTING MUCH APPROVAL.

Peer-pressure and social conventions exert no force over me.

KNIGHT, IF THAT WERE TRUE YOU COULDN'T BE A CHRISTIAN. YOU JUST REFUSE TO ADMIT THE FORCE THEY EXERT OVER YOU.

I went through school resisting secularism and socialism, and came out 100% opposed to the views of my teachers and professors.

KNIGHT, SO YOU GOT NOTHING OUT OF SCHOOL. BOY, I WOULD NEVER HAVE GUESSED THAT ONE. AND IRONICALLY, THE ONE SOURCE YOU DID GET EVERYTHING OUT OF WAS AN ANCIENT BOOK OF BRUTAL FAIRY TALES. KNIGHT, I HAVE TO ADMIT, YOUR DNA ... WAS NOT VERY KIND TO YOU.

I am remorseful about the immoral things that I still do, but I am working on those.

KNIGHT, MASTURBATION ISN'T ANYTHING TO BE REMORSEFUL ABOUT WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND ANYONE ELSE TO TOOT YOUR WHISTLE. NOW YOU'RE MAKING ME FEEL GUILTY SO HERE'S A LITTLE ADVICE: INVEST IN A TV, GO SEE SOME MOVIES, JOIN A CLUB THAT ISN'T FOR GHOST WORSHIPPERS ONLY, AND READ SOME BOOKS ON HUMILITY AND MAKING FRIENDS. EVEN IF ALL THAT DOESN'T WORK, AT LEAST YOU'LL GET SOME EXPOSURE TO REALITY BEFORE YOUR MISERABLE, SELFISH EXISTENCE DRAWS TO A MERCIFUL END.

And so, to my atheist readers, I hope that you remember one thing from reading this testimony. I am not like you.

KNIGHT, THAT IS THE HIGHEST COMPLIMENT YOU COULD EVER GIVE TO SOMEONE. IF YOU SAID THAT IN A PACKED STADIUM, THE THUNDEROUS CHEER THAT WOULD RISE UP COULD BE HEARD ON THE MOON.

*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT


STUDY BUILDS ON PLAUSIBLE SCENARIO FOR ORIGIN OF LIFE ON EARTH

A RELATIVELY SIMPLE COMBINATION OF NATURALLY OCCURRING SUGARS AND AMINO ACIDS OFFERS A PLAUSIBLE ROUTE TO THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF LIFE. THE STUDY SHOWS HOW THE PRECURSORS TO RNA COULD HAVE FORMED ON EARTH BEFORE ANY LIFE EXISTED.

BIOLOGICAL MOLECULES, SUCH AS RNA AND PROTEINS, CAN EXIST IN EITHER A NATURAL OR UNNATURAL FORM, CALLED ENANTIOMERS. BY STUDYING THE CHEMICAL REACTIONS CAREFULLY, THE RESEARCH TEAM FOUND THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE TO GENERATE ONLY THE NATURAL FORM OF THE NECESSARY RNA PRECURSORS BY INCLUDING SIMPLE AMINO ACIDS.

THESE AMINO ACIDS CHANGED HOW THE REACTIONS WORK AND ALLOWED ONLY THE NATURALLY OCCURRING RNA PRECURSORS TO BE GENERATED IN A STABLE FORM. IN THE END, RESEARCHERS SHOWED THAT AN AMAZINGLY SIMPLE RESULT EMERGED FROM SOME VERY COMPLEX AND INTERCONNECTED CHEMISTRY.

THE NATURAL ENANTIOMER OF THE RNA PRECURSOR MOLECULES FORMED A CRYSTAL STRUCTURE VISIBLE TO THE NAKED EYE. THE CRYSTALS ARE STABLE AND AVOID NORMAL CHEMICAL BREAKDOWN. THEY CAN EXIST UNTIL THE CONDITIONS ARE RIGHT FOR THEM TO CHANGE INTO RNA.

*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES


CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS	(NO BIOGRAPHY - PREVIOUSLY QUOTED)

"FAITH IS THE SURRENDER OF THE MIND;
IT’S THE SURRENDER OF REASON,
IT’S THE SURRENDER OF THE ONLY THING 
THAT MAKES US DIFFERENT FROM OTHER MAMMALS.
IT’S OUR NEED TO BELIEVE, 
AND TO SURRENDER OUR SKEPTICISM AND OUR REASON,
OUR YEARNING TO DISCARD THAT
AND PUT ALL OUR TRUST OR FAITH IN SOMEONE OR SOMETHING,
THAT IS THE SINISTER THING TO ME. 
OF ALL THE SUPPOSED VIRTUES, 
FAITH MUST BE THE MOST OVERRATED."

