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GOP congressional candidate Stephen Broden says violent overthrow of government is 'on the table'

Republican congressional candidate Stephen Broden stunned his party Thursday, saying he would not rule out violent overthrow of the government if elections did not produce a change in leadership.

(WELL STEPHEN, THAT CERTAINLY WAS AWFULLY AMERICAN OF YOU.

SO IF YOU BELIEVE YOU ARE JUSTIFIED IN USING VIOLENCE TO ENSURE YOUR PARTY'S CONTROL OF GOVERNMENT, THEN HOW COULD YOU ARGUE AGAINST THE OTHER PARTY HAVING THAT SAME RIGHT?

SO YOUR IDEA OF GOVERNMENT IS THAT THE LOSING SIDE HAS THE RIGHT TO VIOLENCE TO GAIN THE POWER IT COULD NOT ACHIEVE THROUGH THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS?

OKAY, I'LL BUY THAT. THAT SEEMS REASONABLE ENOUGH TO ME).

In a rambling exchange during a TV interview, Broden, a South Dallas pastor, said a violent uprising "is not the first option," but it is "on the table."

(MY COMMENT: A PASTOR. NOW EVERYTHING IS COMING INTO FOCUS. HE PREACHES "THOU SHALT NOT KILL" ON SUNDAYS AND THEN HE GRABS HIS SHOTGUN ON MONDAYS.

SO TYPICAL).

That drew a quick denunciation from the head of the Dallas County GOP, who called the remarks "inappropriate."

(MY COMMENT: TALK ABOUT AN UNDERSTATEMENT. I WOULD SAY REMARKS LIKE THAT ARE A LITTLE MORE THAN "INAPPROPRIATE").

Broden, a first-time candidate, is challenging veteran incumbent Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson in Dallas' heavily Democratic 30th Congressional District. Johnson's campaign declined to comment on Broden. In the interview, Brad Watson, political reporter for WFAA-TV (Channel 8), asked Broden about a tea party event last year in Fort Worth in which he described the nation's government as tyrannical.

"We have a constitutional remedy," Broden said then. "And the Framers say if that don't work, revolution."

(STEPHEN, THEY SAID IF IT "DOESN'T" WORK, NOT IF IT "DON'T" WORK).

Watson asked if his definition of revolution included violent overthrow of the government. In a prolonged back-and-forth, Broden at first declined to explicitly address insurrection, saying the first way to deal with a repressive government is to "alter it or abolish it."

"If the government is not producing the results or has become destructive to the ends of our liberties, we have a right to get rid of that government and to get rid of it by any means necessary,"

(STEPHEN, WHO DECIDES IF IT'S NOT PRODUCING THE RESULTS? HOW HAS IT BECOME DESTRUCTIVE TO THE ENDS OF OUR LIBERTIES?

THE ANSWER TO THE FIRST QUESTION IS, THE PEOPLE, THROUGH THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. THE ANSWER TO THE SECOND QUESTION IS, IT HASN'T. OUR LIBERTIES ARE PROTECTED BY A DIVISION OF POWER AMONG THE EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE, AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT).

Broden said, adding the nation was founded on a violent revolt against Britain's King George III.

(STEPHEN, OUR NATION WAS FOUNDED ON VIOLENT REVOLT. MANY AMERICANS OWNED SLAVES. MANY CHRISTIANS BURNED INNOCENT WOMEN AT THE STAKE FOR BEING WITCHES. LAND WAS TAKEN FROM INDIGENOUS PEOPLE TOO WEAK TO DEFEND IT. THERE IS A LONG LIST OF THINGS THAT OUR HISTORY HAS CONDONED. THINGS THAT MODERN AMERICANS RATIONALIZE AWAY BY CLAIMING THE ENDS JUSTIFIED THE MEANS.

BUT NOTHING MAKES IT RIGHT).

Watson asked if violence would be in option in 2010, under the current government. 

"The option is on the table. I don't think that we should remove anything from the table as it relates to our liberties and our freedoms,"

(STEPHEN, HOW ABOUT THE OPTION OF NOT BEING KILLED BY INSANE MORONS LIKE YOU, IS THAT AN OPTION FOR THE REST OF US?).

Broden said, without elaborating. "However, it is not the first option."

Reactions

Jonathan Neerman, head of the Dallas County Republican Party, said he's never heard Broden or other local Republican candidates advocate violence against the government.

"It is a disappointing, isolated incident," Neerman said. He said he plans to discuss the matter with Broden's campaign.

Ken Emanuelson, a Broden supporter and leading tea party organizer in Dallas, said he did not disagree with the "philosophical point" that people had the right to resist a tyrannical government.

But, he said, "Do I see our government today anywhere close to that point? No, I don't."

(SO KEN, WHEN YOU DECIDE THAT YOU THINK OUR GOVERNMENT IS CLOSE TO THAT POINT, THEN ... WHAT?  YOU LOAD UP OLD BETSY AND START SHOOTING KIDS IN THE STREET? BOMB A MOSQUE?

WHAT EXACTLY DO YOU FORESEE DOING WHEN YOU DECIDE THAT POINT HAS BEEN REACHED?).

Emanuelson said he's occasionally heard people call for direct action against the government, but that they typically do not get involved in electoral politics.

(KEN, BASED ON THE PERCENTAGE OF VOTES STEPHEN GOT, 22%, I WOULD SAY THAT HE DIDN'T GET INVOLVED IN ELECTORAL POLITICS EITHER.

WELL, AT LEAST HE STILL HAS THE PASTOR GIG GOING; RIGHT? RIGHT, KEN?  DON'T TELL ME HE GAVE THAT UP? AT LEAST TELL ME HE STILL TENDS TO HIS FLOCK).

That Broden is "engaged in the election and running for office shows he's got faith in the system as it is," Emanuelson said.

(KEN, SO NOW THAT STEPHEN GOT HIS ASS KICKED WORSE THAN ANY CANDIDATE IN HISTORY, ARE YOU GUYS GOING TO START CLEANING YOUR SHOTGUNS?).

Other statements 

Also in the interview, Broden backed away from other controversial statements he has made at rallies and on cable news appearances.

In June 2009, he described the economic crash in the housing, banking and automotive industries as "contrived" and a "set up" by the Obama administration.

(MY COMMENT: AND AS A PASTOR, HOW WOULD HE KNOW THAT? IS HE TRAINED IN ECONOMICS? DOES HE HAVE GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCE? THAT CAN'T BE, BECAUSE EARLIER YOU SAID THIS WAS HIS FIRST RACE. SO WHERE DID STEPHEN COME BY ALL THIS KNOWLEDGE ABOUT SUBJECTS OUTSIDE HIS AREA OF EXPERTISE?).

Asked Thursday about the validity of these, Broden said they were "authentic crises facing this nation."

(STEPHEN, WHY WEREN'T THESE CRISES A PROBLEM WHEN THEY WERE CREATED ... UNDER THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION?).

Broden also retreated from other remarks last year that chided Americans for not being more outraged over government intrusion, comparing them to Jews "walking into the furnaces" under the Nazi regime in Germany.

(STEPHEN, IF YOU WERE A JEW BEING MARCHED INTO A "FURNACE," WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE DONE? THREATENED THE NAZIS WITH A LAWSUIT? CALLED THEM NASTY NAMES? WHAT MAKES YOU THINK YOU COULD HAVE DONE ANY MORE THAN THEY DID?).

"They are our enemies, and we must resist them," he said of government leaders.

Broden said Thursday that he wasn't trying to compare President Barack Obama to Hitler and he mistakenly linked the U.S. in 2010 to Nazi Germany.

In the uphill campaign against Johnson, Broden has sought to capitalize on her misuse of scholarship funds from the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, a nonprofit entity.

In late August, The Dallas Morning News reported that Johnson provided 23 scholarships over five years to two of her grandsons, two children of her nephew, and two children of her top aide in Dallas. None of those recipients were eligible under the foundation's anti-nepotism rules or residency requirements. She has repaid the foundation more than $31,000.

(MY FINAL COMMENT: DOESN'T SOUND LIKE VOTERS WERE GIVEN MUCH OF A CHOICE: A CROOK OR A KOOK. TALK ABOUT A LOSE-LOSE).

*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT


A CURE FOR THE COMMON COLD MAY FINALLY BE ACHIEVED AS A RESULT OF A REMARKABLE DISCOVERY IN A CAMBRIDGE LABORATORY

IN A DRAMATIC BREAKTHROUGH THAT COULD AFFECT MILLIONS OF LIVES, SCIENTISTS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SHOW FOR THE FIRST TIME THAT THE BODY'S IMMUNE DEFENCES CAN DESTROY THE COMMON COLD VIRUS AFTER IT HAS ACTUALLY INVADED THE INNER SANCTUM OF A HUMAN CELL, A FEAT THAT WAS BELIEVED UNTIL NOW TO BE IMPOSSIBLE.

THE DISCOVERY OPENS THE DOOR TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW CLASS OF ANTIVIRAL DRUGS THAT WORK BY ENHANCING THIS NATURAL VIRUS-KILLING MACHINERY OF THE CELL. SCIENTISTS BELIEVE THE FIRST CLINICAL TRIALS OF NEW DRUGS BASED ON THE FINDINGS COULD BEGIN WITHIN TWO TO FIVE YEARS.

THE RESEARCHERS SAID THAT MANY OTHER VIRUSES RESPONSIBLE FOR A RANGE OF DISEASES COULD ALSO BE TARGETED BY THE NEW APPROACH. THEY INCLUDE THE NOROVIRUS, WHICH CAUSES WINTER VOMITING, AND ROTAVIRUS, WHICH RESULTS IN SEVERE DIARRHEA AND KILLS THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

VIRUSES ARE STILL MANKIND'S BIGGEST KILLERS, RESPONSIBLE FOR TWICE AS MANY DEATHS AS CANCER, ESSENTIALLY BECAUSE THEY CAN GET INSIDE CELLS WHERE THEY CAN HIDE AWAY FROM THE BODY'S IMMUNE DEFENCES AND THE POWERFUL ANTIBIOTIC DRUGS THAT HAVE PROVED INVALUABLE AGAINST BACTERIAL INFECTIONS.

HOWEVER, A STUDY BY A TEAM OF RESEARCHERS FROM THE WORLD-FAMOUS LABORATORY OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY IN CAMBRIDGE HAS SHOWN THAT THIS TEXTBOOK EXPLANATION OF THE LIMITS OF THE HUMAN IMMUNE SYSTEM IS WRONG BECAUSE ANTI-VIRAL ANTIBODIES CAN IN FACT ENTER THE CELL WITH THE INVADING VIRUS WHERE THEY ARE ABLE TO TRIGGER THE RAPID DESTRUCTION OF THE FOREIGN INVADER.

"IN ANY IMMUNOLOGY TEXTBOOK YOU WILL READ THAT ONCE A VIRUS MAKES IT INTO A CELL, THAT IS GAME OVER BECAUSE THE CELL IS NOW INFECTED. AT THAT POINT THERE IS NOTHING THE IMMUNE RESPONSE CAN DO OTHER THAN KILL THAT CELL," SAID LEO JAMES, WHO LED THE RESEARCH TEAM.

BUT STUDIES AT THE MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL'S LABORATORY HAVE FOUND THAT THE ANTIBODIES PRODUCED BY THE IMMUNE SYSTEM, WHICH RECOGNISE AND ATTACK INVADING VIRUSES, ACTUALLY RIDE PIGGYBACK INTO THE INSIDE OF A CELL WITH THE INVADING VIRUS.

ONCE INSIDE THE CELL, THE PRESENCE OF THE ANTIBODY IS RECOGNISED BY A NATURALLY OCCURRING PROTEIN IN THE CELL CALLED TRIM21 WHICH IN TURN ACTIVATES A POWERFUL VIRUS-CRUSHING MACHINERY THAT CAN ELIMINATE THE VIRUS WITHIN TWO HOURS – LONG BEFORE IT HAS THE CHANCE TO HIJACK THE CELL TO START MAKING ITS OWN VIRAL PROTEINS. "THIS IS THE LAST OPPORTUNITY A CELL GETS BECAUSE AFTER THAT IT GETS INFECTED AND THERE IS NOTHING ELSE THE BODY CAN DO BUT KILL THE CELL," DR JAMES SAID.

"THE ANTIBODY IS ATTACHED TO THE VIRUS AND WHEN THE VIRUS GETS SUCKED INSIDE THE CELL, THE ANTIBODY STAYS ATTACHED, THERE IS NOTHING IN THAT PROCESS TO MAKE THE ANTIBODY TO FALL OFF.

"THE GREAT THING ABOUT IT IS THAT THERE SHOULDN'T BE ANYTHING ATTACHED TO ANTIBODIES IN THE CELL, SO THAT ANYTHING THAT IS ATTACHED TO THE ANTIBODY IS RECOGNISED AS FOREIGN AND DESTROYED."

IN THE PAST, IT WAS THOUGHT THAT THE ANTIBODIES OF THE IMMUNE SYSTEM WORKED ENTIRELY OUTSIDE THE CELLS, IN THE BLOOD AND OTHER EXTRA-CELLULAR FLUIDS OF THE BODY. NOW SCIENTISTS REALISE THAT THERE IS ANOTHER LAYER OF DEFENCE INSIDE THE CELLS WHERE IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO ENHANCE THE NATURAL ANTI-VIRUS MACHINERY OF THE BODY.

"THE BEAUTY OF IT IS THAT FOR EVERY INFECTION EVENT, FOR EVERY TIME A VIRUS ENTERS A CELL, IT IS ALSO AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE ANTIBODY IN THE CELLS TO TAKE THE VIRUS OUT," DR JAMES SAID.

"THAT IS THE KEY CONCEPT THAT IS DIFFERENT FROM HOW WE THINK ABOUT IMMUNITY. AT THE MOMENT WE THINK OF PROFESSIONAL IMMUNE CELLS SUCH AS T-CELLS [WHITE BLOOD CELLS] THAT PATROL THE BODY AND IF THEY FIND ANYTHING THEY KILL IT. 

"THIS SYSTEM IS MORE LIKE AN AMBUSH BECAUSE THE VIRUS HAS TO GO INTO THE CELL AT SOME POINT AND EVERY TIME THEY DO THIS, THIS IMMUNE MECHANISM HAS A CHANCE OF TAKING IT OUT," HE EXPLAINED.

"IT'S CERTAINLY A VERY FAST PROCESS. WE'VE SHOWN THAT ONCE IT ENTERS THE CELL IT GETS DEGRADED WITHIN AN HOUR OR TWO HOURS, THAT'S VERY FAST," HE ADDED.

THE STUDY, PUBLISHED IN THE JOURNAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, INVOLVED HUMAN CELLS CULTURED IN THE LABORATORY AND WILL NEED TO BE REPLICATED BY FURTHER RESEARCH ON ANIMALS BEFORE THE FIRST CLINICAL TRIALS WITH HUMANS.

ONE POSSIBILITY IS THAT THE PROTEIN TRIM21 COULD BE USED IN A NASAL SPRAY TO COMBAT THE MANY TYPES OF VIRUSES THAT CAUSE THE COMMON COLD. "THE KIND OF VIRUSES THAT ARE SUSCEPTIBLE TO THIS ARE THE RHINOVIRUSES, WHICH CAUSE THE COMMON COLD, NORAVIRUS, WHICH CAUSES WINTER VOMITING, ROTAVIRUS, WHICH CAUSE GASTROENTERITIS. IN THIS COUNTRY THESE ARE THE KIND OF VIRUSES THAT PEOPLE ARE MOST LIKELY TO BE EXPOSED TO," DR JAMES SAID.

"THIS IS A WAY OF BOOSTING ALL THE ANTIBODIES YOU'D BE NATURALLY MAKING AGAINST THE VIRUS. THE ADVANTAGE IS THAT YOU CAN USE THAT ONE DRUG AGAINST POTENTIALLY LOTS OF VIRAL INFECTIONS."

"WE CAN THINK OF ADMINISTERING THESE DRUGS AS NASAL SPRAYS AND INHALERS RATHER THAN TAKING PILLS... IT COULD LEAD TO AN EFFECTIVE TREATMENT FOR THE COMMON COLD," HE SAID. "THE BEAUTY OF THIS SYSTEM IS THAT YOU GIVE THE VIRUS NO CHANCE TO MAKE ITS OWN PROTEINS TO FIGHT BACK. IT IS A WAY FOR THE CELL TO GET RID OF THE VIRUS AND STAY ALIVE ITSELF."

SIR GREG WINTER, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE MRC LABORATORY OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY, SAID: "ANTIBODIES ARE FORMIDABLE MOLECULAR WAR MACHINES; IT NOW APPEARS THAT THEY CAN CONTINUE TO ATTACK VIRUSES WITHIN CELLS. THIS RESEARCH IS NOT ONLY A LEAP IN OUR UNDERSTANDING OF HOW AND WHERE ANTIBODIES WORK, BUT MORE GENERALLY IN OUR UNDERSTANDING OF IMMUNITY AND INFECTION."

HOW THE VIRUS IS TACKLED

1. VIRUS CIRCULATING IN THE BLOODSTREAM IS RECOGNIZED BY ANTIBODIES OF THE IMMUNE SYSTEM

2. VIRUS ATTACHES TO OUTER CELL MEMBRANE WITH ANTIBODIES STILL ATTACHED

3. VIRUS INVADES THE CELL MEMBRANE

4. REMAINS OF CELL MEMBRANE DISAPPEAR AND THE VIRUS IS FREE TO HIJACK THE CELL

5. TRIM21 PROTEIN RECOGNISES ATTACHED ANTIBODIES AS FOREIGN MATERIAL

6. POWERFUL VIRUS-DESTROYING MACHINES (CYLINDERS) ARE ATTRACTED TO THE VIRUS BY TRIM21

7. VIRUS RAPIDLY BROKEN DOWN AND DISABLED WITHIN HOURS

*************************************************************
ABROAD

AFGHANISTAN: TALIBAN TURNS TO CHILD SOLDIERS

FROM 3- AND 4-YEAR-OLDS USED AS HUMAN SHIELDS OR TO GATHER SPENT CARTRIDGES, TO TEENAGERS OFFERED MOTORCYCLES FOR PLANTING ROADSIDE BOMBS, CHILDREN ARE BEING USED MORE AND MORE TO FIGHT AMERICANS.

LT. COL. MICHAEL MANNING SAYS, "WE'VE SEEN CHILDREN ACTUALLY DROPPING MORTAR ROUNDS IN THE (FIRING) TUBES AGAINST US.  I'VE NEVER SEEN A CULTURE THAT CARES SO LITTLE FOR HUMAN LIFE. THE TALIBAN TRULY DON'T CARE UNLESS IT IMPACTS THEIR OWN PERSONAL FAMILY."

BRIG. GEN. JOSEPH OSTERMAN, COMMANDER OF ALL MARINE GROUND COMBAT FORCES SAYS THE USE OF CHILDREN ON THE BATTLEFIELD HAS BEEN SPREADING ACROSS HELMAND, WHERE MARINES BEGAN AN OFFENSIVE TO DRIVE OUT THE TALIBAN EARLY THIS YEAR.

MARINES HAVE WITNESSED YOUNGSTERS DRAGGING AWAY WOUNDED TALIBAN, PLANTING ROADSIDE BOMBS AND COLLECTING DROPPED WEAPONS.

AT A REMOTE FIREBASE EAST OF HERE, A SQUAD LEADER, SGT. JOHN ELLIS, SAYS HE FOUND CHILDREN SELLING HEROIN DOSAGES WRAPPED IN TORN PAGES OF THE KORAN IN THE VILLAGE STREETS. 

ELLIS SAID, "WE FOUND CHILDREN WITH POCKETS OF HEROIN AND WADS OF CASH."

A MARINE CORPS BATTLEFIELD REPORT DESCRIBES A FIGHT IN THE MARJA DISTRICT IN AUGUST, WHERE RETREATING INSURGENTS "PLACED FIVE CHILDREN SHOULDER TO SHOULDER ON (THE ROADWAY) TO COVER THEIR MOVEMENTS. ONCE THE CHILDREN WERE PLACED, THE TALIBAN ELEMENT MOUNTED THEIR MOTORCYCLES AND ESCAPED."

ANOTHER SECTION OF THE REPORT DESCRIBES HOW A CHILD WAS SENT OUT ONTO A ROADWAY TO OBSERVE A MARINE PATROL FROM A DISTANCE OF 150 YARDS USING HAND SIGNALS TO COMMUNICATE PATROL MOVEMENTS TO AN ADULT NEARBY. LATER, THE PATROL WAS AMBUSHED.

"IN BOTH INSTANCES, THE TALIBAN ELEMENTS WERE WILLING TO PLACE CHILDREN IN DIRECT DANGER TO AVOID RISKING THEMSELVES."

MARINE COMMANDERS BELIEVE THAT FAMILIES ARE EITHER COERCED INTO ALLOWING CHILDREN TO BE USED BY TALIBAN FIGHTERS, OR IN THE CASE OF ADOLESCENTS, PAID MONEY OR OFFERED INDUCEMENTS TO FIGHT, SUCH AS SMALL, CHINESE-MADE MOTORCYCLES.

MANNING SAYS "IT'S A RECRUITABLE, VERY EASILY INFLUENCED GROUP OF PEOPLE AND THERE'S TONS OF THEM."

OSTERMAN COMPARES THE TREND WITH WHAT HAPPENED IN AREAS OF AFRICA WHERE CHILD SOLDIERS BECAME VETERAN FIGHTERS. "HAVE THE TALIBAN GOTTEN TO THAT POINT OF DESPERATION NOW WHERE THEY'RE GOING DOWN THAT ROAD WHICH TURNS KIDS INTO COMBATANTS?"
 
MARINE OFFICIALS SAY IT IS DIFFICULT TO IDENTIFY IN HOW MANY INSTANCES INSURGENTS HAVE BEEN SEEN USING CHILDREN IN HELMAND. BUT THEY SAID THERE HAVE BEEN 50 BATTLEFIELD REPORTS FILED SINCE MARCH LISTING ONE OR, OFTEN, SEVERAL CASES OF KIDS USED IN COMBAT.

(MY COMMENT: MEN WHO RECRUIT CHILDREN TO FIGHT ARE SUBHUMANS.  IN THIS CASE, THE IDEOLOGY BEHIND IT IS RELIGION.  HOWEVER, EVIL MEN HAVE DONE THE SAME THING FOR REASONS OTHER THAN RELIGION.  THIS DISGUSTING ACTIVITY, WHETHER MOTIVATED BY RELIGION OR JUSTIFIED ON OTHER GROUNDS IS JUST PURE EVIL).

*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

THOMAS JEFFERSON (1743 –1826) 83 YEARS.
HE WAS THE THIRD PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES (1801–1809) AND THE PRINCIPAL AUTHOR OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. JEFFERSON WAS ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL FOUNDING FATHERS, KNOWN FOR HIS PROMOTION OF THE IDEALS OF REPUBLICANISM IN THE UNITED STATES. JEFFERSON ENVISIONED AMERICA AS THE FORCE BEHIND A GREAT "EMPIRE OF LIBERTY" THAT WOULD PROMOTE REPUBLICANISM AND COUNTER THE IMPERIALISM OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

MAJOR EVENTS DURING HIS PRESIDENCY INCLUDE THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE AND THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION, AS WELL AS ESCALATING TENSIONS WITH BOTH BRITAIN AND FRANCE THAT LED TO WAR WITH BRITAIN IN 1812, AFTER HE LEFT OFFICE.

AS A POLITICAL PHILOSOPHER, JEFFERSON WAS A MAN OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT AND KNEW MANY INTELLECTUAL LEADERS IN BRITAIN AND FRANCE. HE IDEALIZED THE INDEPENDENT YEOMAN FARMER AS THE EXEMPLAR OF REPUBLICAN VIRTUES, DISTRUSTED CITIES AND FINANCIERS, AND FAVORED STATES' RIGHTS AND A STRICTLY LIMITED FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. JEFFERSON SUPPORTED THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE AND WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE VIRGINIA STATUTE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. HE WAS THE COFOUNDER AND LEADER OF THE DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN PARTY, WHICH DOMINATED AMERICAN POLITICS FOR 25 YEARS. PRIOR TO HIS PRESIDENCY, JEFFERSON SERVED AS THE WARTIME GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA (1779–1781), FIRST UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF STATE (1789–1793), AND SECOND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES (1797–1801).

A POLYMATH, JEFFERSON ACHIEVED DISTINCTION AS A HORTICULTURIST, POLITICAL LEADER, ARCHITECT, ARCHAEOLOGIST, PALEONTOLOGIST, MUSICIAN, INVENTOR, AND FOUNDER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA. WHEN PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY WELCOMED 49 NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS TO THE WHITE HOUSE IN 1962 HE SAID, "I THINK THIS IS THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY COLLECTION OF TALENT AND OF HUMAN KNOWLEDGE THAT HAS EVER BEEN GATHERED TOGETHER AT THE WHITE HOUSE – WITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF WHEN THOMAS JEFFERSON DINED ALONE." TO DATE, JEFFERSON IS THE ONLY PRESIDENT TO SERVE TWO FULL TERMS IN OFFICE WITHOUT VETOING A SINGLE BILL OF CONGRESS. JEFFERSON HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY RANKED BY SCHOLARS AS ONE OF THE GREATEST OF U.S. PRESIDENTS.

"IT DOES ME NO INJURY FOR MY NEIGHBOR TO SAY THERE ARE TWENTY GODS OR NO GOD. 
IT NEITHER PICKS MY POCKET NOR BREAKS MY LEG."

"I AM SATISFIED, AND SUFFICIENTLY OCCUPIED WITH THE THINGS WHICH ARE, 
WITHOUT TORMENTING OR TROUBLING MYSELF 
ABOUT THOSE WHICH MAY INDEED BE, 
BUT OF WHICH I HAVE NO EVIDENCE."

MILLIONS OF INNOCENT MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN, SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY, 
HAVE BEEN BURNT, TORTURED, FINED AND IMPRISONED; 
YET WE HAVE NOT ADVANCED ONE INCH TOWARDS UNIFORMITY."

