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An Immodest Proposal

by Mike Adams

I can’t stand atheists.

(MIKE: AT LEAST WE ARE STARTING OUT ON AN EQUAL FOOTING: I CAN'T STAND GHOST WORSHIPPERS.

I AM NOT TALKING ABOUT THOSE WHO SIMPLY BELIEVE IN A GOD, I AM SPECIFICALLY REFERRING TO THOSE WHO ACTUALLY "WORSHIP" A BLOOD-THIRSTY, MURDERING INVISIBLE GHOST WHO PLANS TO TORTURE BILLIONS OF HUMANS FOR ETERNITY).

And I plan to do something about them.

(ME TOO MIKE.  LET'S GET IT ON - LET'S SEE WHAT YOU'VE GOT).

Thankfully, the U.S. Supreme Court has given me a powerful tool to use in my war against the godless. Earlier this week, the Court ruled that a public university may require all student organizations to admit any student as a voting member or officer. The decision applies even to a student who is openly hostile to the group's fundamental beliefs.

(THIS DECISION WAS IN RESPONSE TO CHRISTIAN STUDENT GROUPS WHO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST HOMOSEXUALS AND OTHERS.  THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT STOP YOU FROM SPREADING YOUR FILTHY HATE, BUT IT DID STATE THAT THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HAVE TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT YOUR HATE).

So, when I get back to the secular university in August, I plan to round up the students I know who are most hostile to atheism. Then I’m going to get them to help me find atheist-haters willing to join atheist student groups across the South.

(YOU WILL HAVE NO DIFFICULTY FINDING ATHEIST HATERS, HOMOSEXUAL HATERS, SABBATH VIOLATOR HATERS, SLAVE HATERS, WOMEN HATERS, AND ANY OTHER KIND OF HATER DESCRIBED IN THE BIBLE.  "HATE" IS A SYNONYM FOR CHRISTIANITY.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT: YOU SAY YOU ARE THE RELIGION OF LOVE?
THAT'S ABOUT AS RICH AS ISLAM CLAIMING TO BE THE RELIGION OF PEACE).

I plan to use my young fundamentalist Christian warriors to undermine the mission of every group that disagrees with me on the existence of God.

(MUSLIMS DISAGREE WITH YOU ON THE EXISTENCE OF YOUR GOD.  IN FACT THEY SAY THAT YOU WILL BURN IN HELL FOR ETERNITY FOR BELIEVING THAT JESUS WAS DIVINE.  EVEN THE JEWS AGREE WITH THE MUSLIMS ON THAT ONE (HOW OFTEN DO THOSE TWO AGREE ON ANYTHING?).

HINDUS DISAGREE WITH YOU ON THE EXISTENCE OF YOUR GOD. THEY CREATED ALMOST EVERY GOD IMAGINABLE JUST TO BE ON THE SAFE SIDE, BUT EVEN THEY NEVER INVENTED ONE WHERE 3 GODS HAVE TO SHARE ONE BODY.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT: YOU HAVE 3 GODS - BUT YOU CALL YOURSELVES MONOTHEISTIC?).

My friend, and Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) President, Greg Lukianoff has a different take on this recent Supreme Court decision. He says “FIRE will continue to fight for the rights of expressive campus organizations to form around shared beliefs and for the principle that the College Democrats have the right to be Democrats, the College Atheists have the right to be atheists, and the College Christians have the right to be Christians."

(WHAT MAKES GREG THINK THAT THOSE GROUPS DO NOT ALREADY HAVE THOSE RIGHTS?  THE COURT'S DECISION DID NOT SAY THAT COLLEGE CHRISTIANS NO LONGER HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE CHRISTIANS; IT ONLY SAID THAT GROUPS THAT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST OTHERS ARE NO LONGER AUTOMATICALLY ENTITLED TO FEDERAL FUNDS).

But I disagree with Greg. As a member of the dominant majority, I recognize the power of Martinez to destroy campus dissent. And I like it. I like it a lot.

(SPOKEN LIKE A TRUE CHRISTIAN.  I WOULD SAY THAT PARAGRAPH IS AN EXCELLENT SUMMARY OF THE LAST 2,000 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY.

IN FACT, I SEE NO DIFFERENCE WHATSOEVER BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM IN THAT PARAGRAPH.  BOTH USE THE POWER OF THREATS AND VIOLENCE TO DESTROY DISSENT AND ENFORCE SUBMISSION.

AND FOR CENTURIES, THEY HAVE LIKED IT.  THEY HAVE LIKED IT A LOT).

It was a close a 5-4 decision, in which the Court ruled that the University of California - Hastings College of Law did not violate the First Amendment rights of the Christian Legal Society (CLS) when it denied the group official recognition. That denial was on the basis of the group’s requirement that its voting members and leaders sign a "Statement of Faith" expressing belief in CLS' particular religious worldview.

(SINCE YOU REFUSE TO SAY IT, I WILL: THE "PARTICULAR RELIGIOUS WORLDVIEW" YOU REFER TO IS A CODE PHRASE FOR "HOMOSEXUAL HATRED."  THIS CASE ORIGINATED OVER THE CHRISTIAN GROUP'S ATTEMPTS TO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST GAY STUDENTS - EVEN THOUGH THEY TOO WERE CHRISTIANS.

AND HOW COME EVERYTIME I OPEN THE NEWSPAPER I SEE ANOTHER STORY ABOUT ONE OF YOU EVANGELICALS CAUGHT WITH YOUR DICK IN SOME GUY'S BUTT?

OR IN THE CASE OF CLERGY, CHILDREN?).

By denying CLS recognition, the group is stripped of access to university benefits such as physical meeting space and student fee funding.

(HEY, HOW ABOUT A FUNDRAISER SO THAT THEY CAN RENT OFF-CAMPUS SPACE?  

YOU COULD HAVE SOMETHING LIKE A PUBLIC "STONING."  THAT MIGHT RAISE SOME MONEY).

The majority opinion in Christian Legal Society v. Martinez was authored by Justice Ginsburg. She held that Hastings' policy is constitutional. That means the same policy that has been used against a Christian group in San Francisco can now be used against heathen dissidents in the Deep South.

(SUGGESTION: GET ONTO WIKIPEDIA AND LOOK UP "HEATHENS."  YOU WILL DISCOVER THAT HEATHENS ARE NOT ATHEISTS AS YOU SEEM TO THINK THEY ARE.  THEY ARE GHOST WORSHIPPERS JUST LIKE YOU.  THEY TOO HAVE INVISIBLE FRIENDS THAT THEY TALK TO.  BUT LIKE MUSLIMS AND HINDUS, THEY JUST HAVE DIFFERENT GHOSTS THAN YOU DO).

In affirming the Ninth Circuit's 2009 ruling on behalf of Hastings, the Supreme Court majority limited its holding to the constitutionality of Hastings' "accept all comers" policy. That policy mandates that recognized student groups must accept all students into membership and leadership positions. It does not matter what beliefs they may hold.

Justice Ginsburg was not impressed by the argument that the policy allows students hostile to a group's core tenets to disrupt the group's mission, or even destroy the group altogether. Ginsburg claimed that such concerns are "more hypothetical than real." But I intend to make such concerns a reality for the unbelieving heathens.

(JESUS WOULD BE SO PROUD.

I GUESS THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT MUST HAVE REALLY BOILED YOUR BLOOD WITH ALL THAT TALK ABOUT LOVE AND PEACE.  IT'S GOOD TO SEE THAT NOT ALL CHRISTIANS ACTUALLY FELL FOR THAT GARBAGE.  YOU CLEARLY SAW THROUGH IT AND KNOW HOW TO BE A TRUE CHRISTIAN.

WHAT DID YOU CALL YOURSELVES EARLIER?  OH YEAH, "WARRIORS."  KIND OF LIKE THAT OLD HYMN "ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS MARCHING AS TO WAR."  THAT'S PROBABLY THE BATTLE HYMN YOUR ANCESTORS SANG AS THEY MARCHED INTO MUSLIM TERRITORIES AND MURDERED THEM FOR DARING TO WORSHIP THE WRONG GHOST).

The majority opinion stated that denying recognition to groups like CLS is permissible in part because groups denied recognition may nevertheless avail themselves of other means of communication, such as social networking sites, to reach fellow students. That means an invading group can turn a smaller, weaker group into second class citizens on campus. That’s what I intend to do to those groups who do not believe in God.

(THAT WOULD BE YOUR GOD.  WHAT ABOUT THE ONES WHO BELIEVE IN OTHER GODS?  THAT WOULD BE THE OTHER 2/3'S OF THE PLANET?

YOU KNOW, AFTER 2,000 YEARS OF CRUSADES, WITCH BURNINGS, INQUISITIONS, EXECUTIONS, AND WORLDWIDE MISSIONARY EFFORTS, YOUR GOD ISN'T DOING VERY WELL.  FOR SOMEONE WHO YOU CLAIM IS OMNIPOTENT, ALL THE AFOREMENTIONED ACTIVITY HAS ONLY RESULTED IN SAVING A MEASLY 1/3 OF HUMANITY.

THAT MEANS HE IS GOING TO HAVE TO BURN THE OTHER 2/3'S ... FOREVER.  IT SOUNDS LIKE HE IS GOING TO REALLY BE BUSY.  MAYBE THAT'S WHY HE KEEPS PUTTING OFF THE RAPTURE CENTURY AFTER CENTURY AFTER CENTURY ...).

If they don’t like it they can go to hell.

(NOW THAT'S THE TRUE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT.  THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT WE HAVE ALL COME TO EXPECT OF THOSE WHO CALL THEMSELVES "CHRIST-LIKE.").

That’s where they’re eventually going anyway.

(THE FACT THAT YOU CAN REVEL IN YOUR GRUESOME LITTLE FANTASY OF ETERNAL TORTURE FOR BILLIONS OF HUMANS SHOWS HOW DESPERATELY SICK YOU PEOPLE ARE.  NO CARING HUMAN WOULD WANT THAT FOR ANYONE, MUCH LESS JUST FOR PEOPLE WHO DON'T SHARE A BELIEF IN YOUR PARTICULAR GHOST.

OH YEAH, YOU CALL THAT "LOVE." - I ALMOST FORGOT).

The Court acknowledges that such “accept all comers” policies may not in fact be desirable for maintaining robust debate on public college campuses. I concur. And I like it that way. I do not seek robust debate. I seek power over the godless heathen dissident.

(I MUST CONFESS ADMIRATION FOR ONE THING: YOUR HATE AND SICKNESS IS AT LEAST OPEN AND HONEST.

WELL, MAYBE ADMIRATION WASN'T THE RIGHT WORD).

The Court's majority opinion does not consider the constitutionality of non-discrimination policies as applied to belief-based student groups. Instead, the Court held that public universities like Hastings may only deny the right to freedom of expressive association to religious student groups like CLS if they deny this freedom to all groups.

So my campaign will conform to this opinion by first ensuring that there are no belief based groups on southern campuses.

(YOU MUST HAVE DELUSIONS OF GRANDEUR.  $20 SAYS YOU DON'T EVEN GET YOUR WAY IN YOUR OWN FAMILY).

We won’t be able to discern the specifics of their beliefs by reading their constitutions. But we’ll be able to get the gist of what they’re up to by simply knowing the name of their group. Then we will seek to destroy groups whose names are even remotely suspicious.

("SEEK AND DESTROY."  IS THERE A BETTER DESCRIPTION OF CHRISTIANITY?

I DON'T THINK SO).

If I see any words like “atheist,” agnostic”, or even “free-thinker” I will know they are a group of godless heathens. Then we’ll move in for the kill.

(I'LL SAY IT ONCE AGAIN, HEATHENS ARE MORE LIKE YOU: THEY HAVE INVISIBLE FRIENDS THAT THEY TALK TO AND ACTUALLY BELIEVE THEY ARE GETTING REPLIES.  GODLESS PEOPLE DON'T BELIEVE IN YOUR LITTLE FAIRY WORLD WITH YOUR DEVILS, DEMONS, ANGELS, AND 3 GODS.

"MOVE IN FOR THE KILL."  YOU ARE REALLY A PIECE OF WORK.  IF YOUR INVISIBLE, ALL-POWERFUL GHOST IS REAL, AS YOU CLAIM, WHY WOULD HE REQUIRE A IGNORANT PIECE OF CRAP LIKE YOU TO DO HIS DIRTY WORK?

HAD YOU BEEN BORN IN IRAQ, THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT WITH YOUR PERSONALITY YOU WOULD BE AT THE FRONT OF THE LINE APPLYING TO BE A SUICIDE BOMBER.  THE ONLY REASON YOU DON'T BELIEVE IN ALLAH IS BECAUSE YOU WERE BORN INTO A CHRISTIAN SOCIETY.

WHERE YOU WERE BORN - IT'S THAT SIMPLE).

The Court has remanded the Martinez case to the Ninth Circuit to determine whether Hastings' "accept all comers" policy was adopted as a pretextual means of censoring CLS or whether the policy has been selectively enforced against CLS. So we must be careful here in the Deep South.

(THE DEEP SOUTH - WHY IS THAT NOT A SURPRISE?  MANY OF YOU ARE THE MOST MEDIEVAL, BACKWARD PEOPLE IN THE COUNTRY.  THAT'S WHY YOU ARE REFERRED TO AS THE AMERICAN TALIBAN.

YOU STILL HAVEN'T FORGIVEN AMERICA FOR TAKING AWAY YOUR SLAVES, HAVE YOU?  THAT WAS SUCH AN UNBIBLICAL THING TO DO.  BUT WE HAVE TAKEN AWAY YOUR BIBLICALLY-APPROVED SLAVES; WE HAVE STOPPED YOU FROM STONING PEOPLE TO DEATH; WE HAVE STOPPED YOU FROM BURNING WITCHES.

AS THE WORLD MODERNIZES, WE WILL CONTINUE TO TAKE AWAY THE HORRIBLE PRACTICES PROMOTED BY THE DESERT DOGMAS.  YOU STILL CONTROL THE MASSES THROUGH LIES, HATRED, THREATS, KILLING, AND INTIMIDATION AS EVIDENCED BY THE STATEMENTS YOU HAVE MADE IN THIS ARTICLE.

BUT THE TIDE IS TURNING.  WHERE CHRISTIANITY ONCE CONTROLLED EVERYONE IN ITS SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AND THE WORD ATHEIST DID NOT EVEN EXIST, NONBELIEF IS NOW GROWING RAPIDLY AS PEOPLE BECOME FREED FROM RELIGIOUS TERRORISM.

ENJOY IT WHILE IT LASTS).

But I’m not worried.

(HOW CAN YOU WORRY SOMEONE WHO BELIEVES HE IS GOING TO LIVE FOREVER IN FAIRYLAND?)

Who would ever suspect that a ban on belief-based groups could be turned against a bunch of non-believers?

(AREN'T YOU JUST THE CLEVEREST LITTLE THING?)

In his dissent, Justice Samuel Alito observed that the Martinez majority has provided public universities with “a handy weapon for suppressing the speech of unpopular groups.”

(HOW CAN CHRISTIAN GROUPS BE DESCRIBED AS UNPOPULAR WHEN THEY MAKE UP 75% OF AMERICA?

LIKE MOST GHOST WORSHIPPERS, ALITO ANSWERS TO A HIGHER AUTHORITY AND THAT OVERRULES HIS SWORN DUTY AS A SUPREME COURT JUDGE).

Alito is right as usual.

(GEE, WHAT A SURPRISE).

After we get rid of the heathens we’ll turn our weapon on the gays, the blacks, and the feminists. We might even go after the Italians, too.

(HOW ARE YOU GOING TO GET RID OF THOSE PEOPLE?  THE OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTIAN WAY?

HOW WILL YOU GET RID OF BLACKS?  AND WHY DO YOU WANT TO GET RID OF BLACKS?  MANY OF THEM WORSHIP THE SAME INVISIBLE GHOST THAT YOU DO.  WHY DO YOU WANT TO GET RID OF THOSE CHRISTIANS JUST BECAUSE THEY HAVE A DIFFERENT SKIN COLOR?

WE ALREADY KNOW WHY YOU WANT TO GET RID OF GAYS?  HOW DO YOU PLAN TO DO THAT?

WHY ITALIANS?  MOST OF THEM ARE CHRISTIAN CATHOLICS.  DOES THE BIBLE TELL YOU TO GET RID OF THEM?  HOW DO YOU JUSTIFY GETTING RID OF ITALIANS?

IF YOU CAN BELIEVE IT, THIS GUY IS ACTUALLY A PROFESSOR AT A UNIVERSITY.  HE WORKS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA WILMINGTON. FORTUNATELY, THEY HAD THE COMMON SENSE TO DENY HIS PROMOTION TO FULL PROFESSOR.

I WONDER IF BEING A HATE-FILLED PUS BAG HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH THAT DECISION - I BELIEVE THAT ANSWER WOULD PROBABLY BE ... YES).

*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

COMPLEX, MULTICELLULAR LIFE FROM OVER TWO BILLION YEARS AGO DISCOVERED

THE DISCOVERY IN GABON OF MORE THAN 250 FOSSILS IN AN EXCELLENT STATE OF CONSERVATION HAS PROVIDED PROOF, FOR THE FIRST TIME, OF THE EXISTENCE OF MULTICELLULAR ORGANISMS 2.1 BILLION YEARS AGO. THIS FINDING REPRESENTS A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH: UNTIL NOW, THE FIRST COMPLEX LIFE FORMS (MADE UP OF SEVERAL CELLS) DATED FROM AROUND 600 MILLION YEARS AGO.

THESE NEW FOSSILS, OF VARIOUS SHAPES AND SIZES, IMPLY THAT THE ORIGIN OF ORGANIZED LIFE IS A LOT OLDER THAN IS GENERALLY ADMITTED, THUS CHALLENGING CURRENT KNOWLEDGE ON THE BEGINNING OF LIFE.

THE FIRST TRACES OF LIFE APPEARED IN THE FORM OF PROKARYOTIC ORGANISMS, IN OTHER WORDS ORGANISMS WITHOUT A NUCLEUS, AROUND THREE AND A HALF BILLION YEARS AGO. ANOTHER MAJOR EVENT IN THE HISTORY OF LIFE, THE "CAMBRIAN EXPLOSION" SOME 600 MILLION YEARS AGO, MARKED A PROLIFERATION IN THE NUMBER OF LIVING SPECIES. IT WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A SUDDEN RISE IN OXYGEN CONCENTRATION IN THE ATMOSPHERE. WHAT HAPPENED BETWEEN 3.5 BILLION AND 600 MILLION YEARS AGO THOUGH? SCIENTISTS HAVE VERY LITTLE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS ERA, KNOWN AS THE PROTEROZOIC. YET, IT IS DURING THIS CRUCIAL PERIOD THAT LIFE DIVERSIFIED: TO THE PROKARYOTES WERE ADDED THE EUKARYOTES, SINGLE OR MULTICELLED ORGANISMS ENDOWED WITH A MORE COMPLEX ORGANIZATION AND METABOLISM. THESE LARGE-SIZED LIVING BEINGS DIFFER FROM PROKARYOTES BY THE PRESENCE OF CELLS POSSESSING A NUCLEUS CONTAINING DNA.

WHILE STUDYING THE PALEO-ENVIRONMENT OF A FOSSIL-BEARING SITE SITUATED NEAR FRANCEVILLE IN GABON IN 2008, EL ALBANI AND HIS TEAM UNEXPECTEDLY DISCOVERED PERFECTLY PRESERVED FOSSIL REMAINS IN THE 2.1 BILLION-YEAR-OLD SEDIMENTS. THEY HAVE COLLECTED MORE THAN 250 FOSSILS TO DATE, OF WHICH ONE HUNDRED OR SO HAVE BEEN STUDIED IN DETAIL. THEIR MORPHOLOGY CANNOT BE EXPLAINED BY PURELY CHEMICAL OR PHYSICAL MECHANISMS. THESE SPECIMENS, WHICH HAVE VARIOUS SHAPES AND CAN REACH 10 TO 12 CENTIMETERS, ARE TOO BIG AND TOO COMPLEX TO BE SINGLE-CELLED PROKARYOTES OR EUKARYOTES. THIS ESTABLISHES THAT DIFFERENT LIFE FORMS CO-EXISTED AT THE START OF THE PROTEROZOIC, AS THE SPECIMENS ARE WELL AND TRULY FOSSILIZED LIVING MATERIAL.

TO DEMONSTRATE THIS, THE RESEARCHERS EMPLOYED CUTTING-EDGE TECHNIQUES THAT ALLOWED THEM TO DEFINE THE NATURE OF THE SAMPLES AND TO RECONSTRUCT THEIR ENVIRONMENT. AN ION PROBE CAPABLE OF MEASURING THE CONTENT OF SULFUR ISOTOPES MADE IT POSSIBLE TO MAP THE RELATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF ORGANIC MATTER PRECISELY. THIS MATTER IS WHAT REMAINS OF THE LIVING ORGANISM, WHICH HAS BEEN TRANSFORMED INTO PYRITE (A MINERAL FORMED OF IRON DISULFIDE) DURING FOSSILIZATION. THIS HELPED THE RESEARCHERS TO DISTINGUISH THE FOSSILS FROM THE GABONESE SEDIMENT (MADE OF CLAY). IN ADDITION, USING AN ULTRA-SOPHISTICATED, HIGH-RESOLUTION 3D SCANNER (ALSO KNOWN AS X-RAY MICROTOMOGRAPH), THEY WERE ABLE TO RECONSTITUTE THE SAMPLES IN THREE DIMENSIONS AND, IN PARTICULAR, ASSESS THEIR DEGREE OF INTERNAL ORGANIZATION IN GREAT DETAIL, WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE INTEGRITY OF THE FOSSILS, SINCE THE METHOD IS NON-INVASIVE. THE CLEARLY DEFINED AND REGULAR SHAPE OF THESE FOSSILS POINTS TO A DEGREE OF MULTICELLULAR ORGANIZATION. THESE ORGANISMS LIVED IN COLONIES: MORE THAN 40 SPECIMENS PER HALF SQUARE METER WERE SOMETIMES COLLECTED. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY CONSTITUTE THE OLDEST MULTICELLULAR EUKARYOTES EVER DESCRIBED TO DATE.

BY STUDYING THE SEDIMENTARY STRUCTURES OF THIS SITE, WHICH IS REMARKABLE BOTH FOR ITS RICHNESS AND QUALITY OF CONSERVATION, THE SCIENTISTS HAVE SHOWN THAT THESE ORGANISMS LIVED IN A SHALLOW MARINE ENVIRONMENT (20 TO 30 METERS), OFTEN CALM BUT PERIODICALLY SUBJECTED TO THE COMBINED INFLUENCE OF TIDES, WAVES AND STORMS. IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO DEVELOP 2.1 BILLION YEARS AGO AND BECOME DIFFERENTIATED TO A DEGREE NEVER ATTAINED PREVIOUSLY, THE AUTHORS SUGGEST THAT THESE LIFE FORMS PROBABLY BENEFITED FROM THE SIGNIFICANT BUT TEMPORARY INCREASE IN OXYGEN CONCENTRATION IN THE ATMOSPHERE, WHICH OCCURRED BETWEEN 2.45 AND 2 BILLION YEARS AGO. THEN, 1.9 BILLION YEARS AGO, THE LEVEL OF OXYGEN IN THE ATMOSPHERE FELL SUDDENLY.

UNTIL NOW, IT HAS BEEN ASSUMED THAT ORGANIZED MULTICELLULAR LIFE APPEARED AROUND 0.6 BILLION YEARS AGO AND THAT BEFORE THEN THE EARTH WAS MAINLY POPULATED BY MICROBES (VIRUSES, BACTERIA, PARASITES, ETC.). THIS NEW DISCOVERY MOVES THE CURSOR OF THE ORIGIN OF MULTICELLULAR LIFE BACK BY 1.5 BILLION YEARS AND REVEALS THAT CELLS HAD BEGUN TO COOPERATE WITH EACH OTHER TO FORM MORE COMPLEX AND LARGER STRUCTURES THAN SINGLE-CELLED ORGANISMS. SEVERAL RESEARCH AVENUES NOW NEED TO BE EXPLORED: UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF THE GABONESE BASIN AND WHY THE NECESSARY CONDITIONS WERE GATHERED TO ENABLE THIS ORGANIZED AND COMPLEX LIFE TO EXIST; FURTHER EXPLORING THE SITE TO ENHANCE THE COLLECTION OF FOSSILS; BUT ALSO COMPARING THE HISTORY OF THE EARTH'S OXYGENATION WITH THE MINERALIZATION OF CLAYS. THE MOST URGENT TASK, HOWEVER, REMAINS THE PROTECTION OF THIS EXCEPTIONAL SITE.

*************************************************************
RELIGION


‘SON OF SAM’ HAS MEGA FAN CLUB ... OF CHRISTIANS

FOLLOWERS OF BORN-AGAIN DAVID BERKOWITZ RUN A WEB SITE AND BUSINESS FOR HIM

WHILE IMPRISONED SERIAL KILLERS OFTEN ATTRACT LETTER-WRITING ADMIRERS, NO OTHER CONVICTED MURDERER HAS AMASSED A FOLLOWING QUITE LIKE THE 'SON OF SAM.' DAVID BERKOWITZ'S CLAIMS TO BE A REDEEMED BORN-AGAIN CHRISTIAN HAVE YIELDED HIM FANS ACROSS THE WORLD WHO ACT AS UNPAID ASSISTANTS, RUNNING THE SERIAL KILLER'S WEBSITE AND PROMOTING DVDS AND CDS OF HIS TESTIMONY. THE FLOOD OF ATTENTION HAS GIVEN BERKOWITZ AN UNPRECEDENTED SORT OF PR MAKEOVER. 

SOME OF THOSE WHO WORKED ON THE SON OF SAM CASE AFTER BERKOWITZ WAS ARRESTED IN 1977 FOR KILLING SIX WOMEN DOUBT THE SINCERITY OF HIS RELIGIOUS CONVERSION. BUT MANY REMAIN CONVINCED BY BERKOWITZ'S STORY. THEY INCLUDE A CHRISTIAN TV SHOW HOST WHO SAYS HER CORRESPONDENCE WITH BERKOWITZ LED HER TO START A MINISTRY SENDING THOUSANDS OF BIBLES TO GHANA, A MAN WHOSE DAUGHTER WAS KILLED IN THE COLUMBINE MASSACRE, AND A TEXAS CRIME VICTIMS ASSISTANCE DIRECTOR.

(MY COMMENT: IF YOU ACTUALLY OPEN A BIBLE AND READ IT AND SEE WHAT KIND OF MONSTER FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIANS WORSHIP, THIS STORY SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE.

SON OF SAM COMMITTED NO WHERE NEAR THE LEVEL OF EVIL AND HORROR THAT WAS CONFESSED TO BY THE GOD OF THE BIBLE).

*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

RONALD REAGAN (1911 –2004) 93 YEARS.

HE WAS THE 40TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES (1981–1989) AND THE 33RD GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA (1967–1975). BORN IN TAMPICO, ILLINOIS, REAGAN MOVED TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA IN 1937. HE BEGAN A CAREER AS AN ACTOR, FIRST IN FILMS AND LATER TELEVISION, APPEARING IN 52 MOVIE PRODUCTIONS AND GAINING ENOUGH SUCCESS TO BECOME A HOUSEHOLD NAME. THOUGH LARGELY A "B FILM" ACTOR, SOME OF HIS MOST NOTABLE ROLES ARE IN "KNUTE ROCKNE, ALL AMERICAN" AND "KINGS ROW." REAGAN SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE SCREEN ACTORS GUILD, AND LATER SPOKESMAN FOR GENERAL ELECTRIC (GE); HIS START IN POLITICS OCCURRED DURING HIS WORK FOR GE. ORIGINALLY A MEMBER OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, HE SWITCHED TO THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IN 1962. AFTER DELIVERING A ROUSING SPEECH IN SUPPORT OF BARRY GOLDWATER'S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY IN 1964, HE WAS PERSUADED TO SEEK THE CALIFORNIA GOVERNORSHIP, WINNING TWO YEARS LATER AND AGAIN IN 1970. HE WAS DEFEATED IN HIS RUN FOR THE REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION IN 1968 AS WELL AS IN 1976, BUT WON BOTH THE NOMINATION AND ELECTION IN 1980.

AS PRESIDENT, REAGAN IMPLEMENTED SWEEPING NEW POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC INITIATIVES. HIS SUPPLY-SIDE ECONOMIC POLICIES, DUBBED "REAGANOMICS", ADVOCATED CONTROLLING THE MONEY SUPPLY TO REDUCE INFLATION, AND SPURRING ECONOMIC GROWTH BY REDUCING TAX RATES, GOVERNMENT REGULATION OF THE ECONOMY, AND CERTAIN TYPES OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING. IN HIS FIRST TERM HE SURVIVED AN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT, TOOK A HARD LINE AGAINST LABOR UNIONS, AND ORDERED MILITARY ACTION IN GRENADA. HE WAS REELECTED IN A LANDSLIDE IN 1984. HIS SECOND TERM WAS PRIMARILY MARKED BY FOREIGN MATTERS, SUCH AS THE ENDING OF THE COLD WAR, THE BOMBING OF LIBYA, AND THE REVELATION OF THE IRAN-CONTRA AFFAIR. PUBLICLY DESCRIBING THE SOVIET UNION AS AN "EVIL EMPIRE", HE SUPPORTED ANTI-COMMUNIST MOVEMENTS WORLDWIDE AND SPENT HIS FIRST TERM FORGOING THE STRATEGY OF DÉTENTE BY ORDERING A MASSIVE MILITARY BUILDUP IN AN ARMS RACE WITH THE USSR. REAGAN NEGOTIATED WITH SOVIET GENERAL SECRETARY MIKHAIL GORBACHEV, CULMINATING IN THE INF TREATY AND THE DECREASE OF BOTH COUNTRIES' NUCLEAR ARSENALS.

REAGAN LEFT OFFICE IN 1989. IN 1994, THE FORMER PRESIDENT DISCLOSED THAT HE HAD BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE EARLIER IN THE YEAR; HE DIED TEN YEARS LATER AT THE AGE OF 93. ALTHOUGH HIS PRESIDENCY WAS CONTROVERSIAL TO CONTEMPORARIES, HIS REPUTATION HAS GROWN OVER TIME AND HE IS NOW OFTEN RATED AS ONE OF THE GREATEST U.S. PRESIDENTS.


"WHY SHOULD WE SUBSIDIZE INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY?"
