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ALLAH 1 - JESUS 0

6-STORY JESUS STATUE IN OHIO STRUCK BY LIGHTNING

POLICE SAY LIGHTNING STRIKE SETS 6-STORY-TALL OHIO JESUS STATUE ON FIRE, DESTROYS IT; NO ONE HURT.

A SIX-STORY-TALL STATUE OF JESUS CHRIST WITH HIS ARMS RAISED ALONG A HIGHWAY WAS STRUCK BY LIGHTNING IN A THUNDERSTORM MONDAY NIGHT AND BURNED TO THE GROUND, POLICE SAID.

(MY COMMENT: THIS SOUNDS LIKE AN ATHEIST PLOT IF THERE EVER WAS ONE. YOU CAN'T MAKE STUFF LIKE THIS UP.

EVEN BETTER: THE MUSLIMS MUST BE GOIN NUTS. HERE IS THE PROOF THEY HAVE ALWAYS WAITED FOR, THAT THEIR GOD IS THE TRUE INVISIBLE GOD).

THE "KING OF KINGS" STATUE, ONE OF SOUTHWEST OHIO'S MOST FAMILIAR LANDMARKS, HAD STOOD SINCE 2004 AT THE EVANGELICAL SOLID ROCK CHURCH ALONG INTERSTATE 75 IN MONROE, JUST NORTH OF CINCINNATI.

(MY COMMENT: DID ANYONE EVER CONSIDER THAT MAYBE GOD DOESN'T APPROVE OF CHRISTIANS WHO VIOLATE THE SECOND COMMANDMENT SO HE SENT THEM A LITTLE ELECTRIC MESSAGE?)

THE SCULPTURE, 62 FEET TALL AND 40 FEET WIDE AT THE BASE, SHOWED JESUS FROM THE TORSO UP AND WAS NICKNAMED "TOUCHDOWN JESUS" BECAUSE OF THE WAY THE ARMS WERE RAISED, SIMILAR TO A REFEREE SIGNALING A TOUCHDOWN.

(COMMENT: I GUESS IT'S SAFE TO ASSUME THAT "TOUCHDOWN JESUS" WON'T BE GOING FOR THE EXTRA POINT).

IT WAS MADE OF PLASTIC FOAM AND FIBERGLASS OVER A STEEL FRAME, WHICH IS ALL THAT REMAINED EARLY TUESDAY.

(COMMENT: FIRST, THE JEWS CRUCIFY HIM; AND THEN THE CHRISTIANS ELECTROCUTE HIM.

HASN'T THIS GUY SUFFERED ENOUGH YET?).

THE FIRE SPREAD FROM THE STATUE TO AN ADJACENT AMPHITHEATER BUT WAS CONFINED TO THE ATTIC AREA, AND NO ONE WAS INJURED.

TRAVELERS ON INTERSTATE 75 OFTEN WERE STARTLED TO COME UPON THE HUGE STATUE BY THE ROADSIDE, BUT MANY SAID AMERICA NEEDS MORE SYMBOLS LIKE IT.

(COMMENT: I AGREE.  IT WILL GIVE ALLAH MORE TARGETS TO SHOOT AT).

SO MANY PEOPLE STOPPED AT THE CHURCH CAMPUS THAT CHURCH OFFICIALS HAD TO BUILD A WALKWAY TO ACCOMMODATE THEM.

THE 4,000-MEMBER, NONDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH WAS FOUNDED BY FORMER HORSE TRADER LAWRENCE BISHOP AND HIS WIFE. BISHOP SAID IN 2004 HE WAS TRYING TO HELP PEOPLE, NOT IMPRESS THEM WITH THE STATUE.

(COMMENT: IF HE WAS TRYING TO HELP THEM WHY DIDN'T HE USE THE MONEY TO BUILD A SCHOOL HOUSE?  A HOSPITAL WING?  A SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS?

A 6-STORY STATUE DOESN'T HELP ANYONE - IT'S ONLY PURPOSE IS TO IMPRESS.  SO MUCH FOR BISHOP'S "HONESTY").

HE SAID HIS WIFE PROPOSED THE JESUS FIGURE AS A BEACON OF HOPE AND SALVATION AND THEY SPENT ABOUT $250,000 TO FINANCE IT.

(LARRY: NEXT TIME DON'T BE SO CHEAP. I THINK GOD HAS MADE IT PRETTY CLEAR TO YOU HOW HE FEELS ABOUT BEING REPRESENTED IN PLASTIC FOAM).
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

RED MEAT: IS IT HAZARDOUS TO HEALTH?
 
RED MEAT CONSUMPTION HAS BEEN LINKED TO DIABETES, CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE, AND SEVERAL TYPES OF CANCER (BREAST, COLORECTAL, STOMACH, BLADDER, PROSTATE, AND LYMPHOMA). THERE ARE PLAUSIBLE MECHANISMS: MEAT IS A SOURCE OF CARCINOGENS, IRON THAT MAY INCREASE OXIDATIVE DAMAGE, AND SATURATED FAT. BUT CORRELATION AND PLAUSIBILITY ARE NOT ENOUGH TO ESTABLISH CAUSATION. IS RED MEAT REALLY DANGEROUS? IF SO, HOW GREAT IS THE RISK? A COUPLE OF RECENT STUDIES HAVE TRIED TO SHED LIGHT ON THESE QUESTIONS, BUT THEY HAVE RAISED MORE QUESTIONS THAN THEY HAVE ANSWERED. 

A NEW STUDY IN CIRCULATION, “RED AND PROCESSED MEAT CONSUMPTION AND RISK OF INCIDENT CORONARY HEART DISEASE, STROKE, AND DIABETES MELLITUS. A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW AND META-ANALYSIS,” BY MICHA, WALLACE AND MOZAFFARIAN, IS A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE. IT ANALYZED 17 PROSPECTIVE COHORT STUDIES AND 3 CASE-CONTROL STUDIES, WITH A TOTAL OF 1.2 MILLION SUBJECTS. AS FAR AS I CAN JUDGE, IT APPEARS TO BE A WELL-DONE SYSTEMATIC REVIEW WITH EXCELLENT METHODOLOGY AND MULTIPLE PRECAUTIONS. THEY EVEN LOOKED FOR THINGS LIKE PUBLICATION BIAS (WHICH THEY DID NOT FIND). 

THEY FOUND THAT THE CONSUMPTION OF PROCESSED MEATS, BUT NOT RED MEATS, IS ASSOCIATED WITH A HIGHER INCIDENCE OF CORONARY HEART DISEASE AND DIABETES. (PROCESSED MEATS INCLUDE BACON, SAUSAGE, HAM, HOT DOGS, SALAMI, LUNCHEON MEAT AND OTHER CURED MEATS.) THE INCREASED RISK PER 50 GRAM SERVING OF PROCESSED MEATS PER DAY WAS 42% FOR HEART DISEASE AND 19% FOR DIABETES. UNPROCESSED RED MEATS WERE NOT ASSOCIATED WITH CHD AND WERE ASSOCIATED WITH A NONSIGNIFICANT TREND TOWARDS HIGHER RISK OF DIABETES. THEY FOUND NO ASSOCIATION WITH STROKE, BUT THIS WAS BASED ONLY ON 3 STUDIES.

THEY COMMENTED THAT

“…EACH OF THESE INDIVIDUAL STUDIES HAS POTENTIAL LIMITATIONS, AND OUR FINDINGS SHOULD BE INTERPRETED IN THAT CONTEXT. ON THE OTHER HAND, THIS REPRESENTS THE MOST COMPLETE WORLDWIDE EVIDENCE TO DATE OF THE POTENTIAL EFFECTS OF RED AND PROCESSED MEAT CONSUMPTION ON INCIDENCE OF CHD, STROKE, AND DIABETES MELLITUS.” 

A LARGE STUDY OF MEAT AND MORTALITY 

A 2009 STUDY IN THE ARCHIVES OF INTERNAL MEDICINE, “MEAT INTAKE AND MORTALITY: A PROSPECTIVE STUDY OF OVER HALF A MILLION PEOPLE,” BY SINHA ET AL., WAS MORE COMPREHENSIVE IN THAT IT LOOKED AT MANY DIFFERENT CONDITIONS LIKE CANCER AND CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE, AND IT MEASURED VARIOUS CAUSES OF MORTALITY AS WELL AS ALL-CAUSE MORTALITY. 

THE HALF A MILLION SUBJECTS WERE 51-70 YEARS OLD AND WERE FROM VARIOUS GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS IN THE US. THEY FILLED OUT A QUESTIONNAIRE THAT ASKED ABOUT THEIR USUAL CONSUMPTION OF FOODS AND DRINKS AND PORTION SIZES OVER THE PREVIOUS TWELVE MONTHS. THEIR DIETS WERE CLASSIFIED AS HIGH, MEDIUM OR LOW RISK MEAT DIETS BASED ON THE AMOUNT OF RED MEAT AND WHITE MEAT ADJUSTED FOR ENERGY, AND THEY WERE SPLIT INTO TWO GROUPS USING MEDIAN CONSUMPTION AS CUTPOINTS. THE STUDY WAS PROSPECTIVE: IT ASSESSED DIET FIRST AND THEN FOLLOWED SUBJECTS FOR 10 YEARS AND RECORDED DEATHS AND CAUSES OF DEATH. 

IT CONCLUDED THAT RED AND PROCESSED MEAT INTAKES WERE ASSOCIATED WITH MODEST INCREASES IN TOTAL MORTALITY, CANCER MORTALITY AND CVD MORTALITY. 

IN GENERAL, THOSE IN THE HIGHEST QUINTILE OF RED MEAT INTAKE TENDED TO CONSUME A SLIGHTLY LOWER AMOUNT OF WHITE MEAT, BUT A HIGHER AMOUNT OF PROCESSED MEAT THAN THOSE IN THE LOWEST QUINTILE. SUBJECTS WHO CONSUMED MORE RED MEAT TENDED TO BE MARRIED, MORE LIKELY TO BE OF NON-HISPANIC WHITE ETHNICITY, MORE LIKELY TO BE A CURRENT SMOKER, HAVE A HIGHER BODY MASS INDEX, AND A HIGHER DAILY INTAKE OF ENERGY, TOTAL FAT AND SATURATED FAT; WHEREAS THEY TENDED TO HAVE A LOWER EDUCATION LEVEL, WERE LESS PHYSICALLY ACTIVE AND CONSUMED LESS FRUITS, VEGETABLES, FIBER AND VITAMIN SUPPLEMENTS.

THEY FOUND AN INCREASED RISK ASSOCIATED WITH ACCIDENTAL DEATHS WITH HIGHER CONSUMPTION OF RED MEAT IN MEN BUT NOT IN WOMEN. IT’S HARD TO KNOW HOW TO INTERPRET THAT. THEY FOUND AN INVERSE ASSOCIATION FOR WHITE MEAT INTAKE: IT APPEARED PROTECTIVE AGAINST TOTAL MORTALITY, BUT THERE WAS A SMALL INCREASE IN RISK FOR CVD MORTALITY IN MEN. 

THE OVERALL HAZARD RATIOS FOR MEN RANGED FROM 1.06 TO 1.31 FOR RED MEAT (INCREASING STEADILY BY QUINTILE OF MEAT INTAKE), .90 TO.92 FOR WHITE MEAT, AND 1.01 TO 1.16 FOR PROCESSED MEATS. THE EFFECT OF RED MEAT WAS GREATER THAN THE EFFECT OF PROCESSED MEATS, WHICH WAS OPPOSITE TO THE FINDINGS OF THE REVIEW IN CIRCULATION. 

THEY TRIED TO CORRECT FOR CONFOUNDERS. IN THE PROCESS, THEY FOUND AN INCREASED RISK WITH WHITE MEAT CONSUMPTION AMONG NEVER-SMOKERS AND COMMENTED THAT THE REASON WAS NOT READILY APPARENT. I SUSPECT THAT THE REASON WAS THAT IF YOU LOOK AT A LARGE ENOUGH NUMBER OF SUBGROUPS YOU CAN ALWAYS FIND AN OCCASIONAL CHANCE CORRELATION THAT IS MEANINGLESS. 

THEIR DATA ALSO SHOWED THAT INCREASED RED MEAT CONSUMPTION WAS CORRELATED TO SMOKING, LACK OF EXERCISE, HIGHER TOTAL CALORIE INTAKE, HIGHER BODY WEIGHT, HIGHER TOTAL FAT AND SATURATED FAT INTAKE, LOWER INTAKE OF FRUITS, VEGETABLES AND FIBER, AND LOWER USE OF VITAMIN SUPPLEMENTS. COULD IT BE THIS CONSTELLATION OF FACTORS, RATHER THAN RED MEAT ITSELF, THAT LEADS TO HIGHER MORTALITY? 

THEY ESTIMATED THAT

FOR OVERALL MORTALITY … 11% OF DEATHS IN MEN AND 16% OF DEATHS IN WOMEN COULD BE PREVENTED IF PEOPLE DECREASED THEIR RED MEAT CONSUMPTION TO THE LEVEL OF INTAKE IN THE FIRST QUINTILE.

I DON’T THINK THIS CAN BE DETERMINED FROM THE DATA. THEY HAVEN’T RELIABLY RULED OUT ALL POSSIBLE CONFOUNDING FACTORS AND THEY DON’T HAVE ANY DIRECT EVIDENCE THAT TAKING PEOPLE WITH A HIGH RED MEAT INTAKE AND REDUCING THEIR INTAKE IMPROVES THEIR LONGEVITY. 

WHAT ABOUT VEGETARIANS? 

A RECENT STUDY COMPARING VEGETARIANS TO NON-VEGETARIANS FOUND THAT

…IN COMPARISON WITH REGULAR MEAT EATERS, MORTALITY FROM ISCHEMIC HEART DISEASE WAS 20% LOWER IN OCCASIONAL MEAT EATERS, 34% LOWER IN PEOPLE WHO ATE FISH BUT NOT MEAT, 34% LOWER IN LACTOOVOVEGETARIANS, AND 26% LOWER IN VEGANS. THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN VEGETARIANS AND NONVEGETARIANS IN MORTALITY FROM CEREBROVASCULAR DISEASE, STOMACH CANCER, COLORECTAL CANCER, LUNG CANCER, BREAST CANCER, PROSTATE CANCER, OR ALL OTHER CAUSES COMBINED.

META-ANALYSIS OF SEVERAL PROSPECTIVE STUDIES SHOWED NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES IN THE MORTALITY CAUSED BY COLORECTAL, STOMACH, LUNG, PROSTATE OR BREAST CANCERS AND STROKE BETWEEN VEGETARIANS AND “HEALTH-CONSCIOUS” NONVEGETARIANS.

IN VEGETARIANS, A DECREASE OF ISCHEMIC HEART DISEASE MORTALITY WAS OBSERVED PROBABLY DUE TO LOWER TOTAL SERUM CHOLESTEROL LEVELS, LOWER PREVALENCE OF OBESITY AND HIGHER CONSUMPTION OF ANTIOXIDANTS. VERY PROBABLY, AN AMPLE CONSUMPTION OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES AND NOT THE EXCLUSION OF MEAT MAKE VEGETARIANS HEALTHFUL.

CONCLUSION 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC STUDIES BASED ON SELF-REPORTING AND RECALL ARE NOT THE MOST RELIABLE FORM OF EVIDENCE. WHAT ARE WE TO MAKE OF ALL THE CONFUSING DATA? THE EVIDENCE IS FAR FROM CONCLUSIVE, BUT IT SUGGESTS THAT IT WOULD BE WISE TO LIMIT OUR CONSUMPTION OF RED MEAT. THE EVIDENCE IS NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO SUPPORT RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WE GIVE UP RED MEAT ENTIRELY OR BECOME VEGETARIANS. 

ARISTOTLE SAID “MODERATION IN ALL THINGS.” MOM SAID “EAT YOUR VEGETABLES.” THEY WERE BOTH RIGHT.

*************************************************************
ABROAD


SOMALI MILITANTS THREATEN WORLD CUP TV VIEWERS

WATCHING FOOTBALL IN PUBLIC IS 'UN-ISLAMIC', THE MILITANTS SAY

SOMALI MILITANTS HAVE THREATENED FOOTBALL FANS THEY WILL BE PUBLICLY FLOGGED - OR WORSE - IF THEY ARE CAUGHT WATCHING THE WORLD CUP ON TV.

(COMMENT: OH GOOD. I JUST CAN'T WAIT TILL AMERICA BECOMES A "CHRISTIAN NATION" SO WE CAN LIVE WITH DIGNITY LIKE THE MUSLIMS).

GANGS OF ISLAMISTS ARE REPORTED TO BE PATROLLING THE AREAS THEY CONTROL LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WATCHING GAMES.

DEDICATED FANS ARE WATCHING MATCHES IN SECRET, OR IN THE FEW AREAS CONTROLLED BY GOVERNMENT FORCES. 

ON SATURDAY MILITANTS KILLED TWO PEOPLE AS THEY ATTACKED A HOUSE WHERE PEOPLE WERE WATCHING A GAME.

(COMMENT: AH, ISLAM - THE RELIGION OF PEACE: A PIECE OF ARM HERE, A PIECE OF LEG THERE, AND A CRUSHED SKULL OVER YONDER).

MILITANT GROUP HIZBUL-ISLAM ALSO ARRESTED 10 OTHERS AT THE HOUSE NORTH-EAST OF THE CAPITAL MOGADISHU WHERE FANS WERE WATCHING THE GAME BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND NIGERIA. 

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE GROUP, SHEIKH MOHAMED ABDI AROS SAID THE REST OF SOMALIA SHOULD RESPECT THEIR BAN ON THE WORLD CUP.

(COMMENT: AND IF THEY DON'T - YOU'LL KILL THEM. SOUNDS REASONABLE TO ME).

THEY ARE WARNING ALL THE YOUTH OF SOMALIA NOT TO DARE WATCH THESE WORLD CUP MATCHES. IT IS A WASTE OF MONEY AND TIME AND THEY WILL NOT BENEFIT ANYTHING OR GET ANY EXPERIENCE BY WATCHING MAD MEN JUMPING UP AND DOWN." 

ONE BROADCASTER HAS MOVED THEIR OPERATIONS TO THE FORTIFIED AIRPORT TO PROTECT THEIR EQUIPMENT FROM ATTACK DURING THE TOURNAMENT.

(COMMENT: I WANT TO LIVE THERE. NOW THOSE PEOPLE UNDERSTAND HOW TO LIVE LIFE).

DEDICATED FOOTBALL FANS HAVE FEW SAFE PLACES TO GO IF THEY WANT TO WATCH AFRICA'S FIRST WORLD CUP, WITH THE AL-QAEDA INSPIRED GROUP AL-SHABAB ALSO ANNOUNCING A BAN. 

A CINEMA IN THE SMALL PART OF THE CAPITAL MOGADISHU CONTROLLED BY THE GOVERNMENT HAS BECOME A POPULAR PLACE FOR FOOTBALL FANS. 

ONE MAN, WHO LIVES IN THE MILITANT-CONTROLLED LIVESTOCK MARKET AREA OF THE CITY TOLD THE BBC HE WAS WATCHING ALGERIA V SLOVENIA AT HOME WITH HIS FAMILY. 

"I HAVE ONE EYE ON THE TV AND THE OTHER ON THE DOOR, AND THE SOUND TURNED DOWN," HE SAID. 

'ENEMIES OF ISLAM'
 
THE BAN DATES BACK TO A LAW THAT WAS INTRODUCED BY THE ISLAMIC COURTS UNION WHO TOOK CONTROL OF MUCH OF SOMALIA FOR SIX MONTHS IN 2006. 

IT BANS SOMALIS FROM ALL FORMS OF ENTERTAINMENT CONSIDERED UN-ISLAMIC UNDER THE COURTS' STRICT INTERPRETATION OF SHARIA LAW, LIKE VIDEO GAMES AND WATCHING SPORTS IN PUBLIC.

(COMMENT: I'LL BET EUROPE JUST CAN'T WAIT FOR SHARIA TO BECOME THE LAW IN THEIR COUNTRIES. IN FACT, SHARIA LAW EXISTS IN MANY EUROPEAN COUNTRIES RIGHT NOW).

THE BBC'S MOHAMMED OLAD HASSAN SAYS FEW INDIVIDUAL SOMALIS CAN AFFORD TO HAVE A SATELLITE TV, SO SUCH PUBLIC SCREENINGS ARE OFTEN THE ONLY WAY MATCHES CAN BE SEEN. 

IN THE JUBA VALLEY REBEL MILITIAS WENT FURTHER, SAYING YOUNG MEN SHOULD NOT WATCH FOOTBALL - EVEN IN THE PRIVACY OF THEIR OWN HOMES - BECAUSE IT WOULD "DISTRACT THEM FROM PURSUING HOLY JIHAD."

(COMMENT: NOW THAT WOULD BE A SIN. NO MAN SHOULD BE DISTRACTED FROM PURSUING HOLY JIHAD). 

A PRIVATE BROADCASTER MOVED ITS EQUIPMENT FROM THE REBEL-HELD BAKARA MARKET TO THE HEAVILY PROTECTED AIRPORT SO IT CAN CONTINUE BROADCASTING. 

THEY HAD TO DO IT UNDER THE COVER OF DARKNESS FOR FEAR OF ATTACK, THEY SAID. 

TELEVISION WAS ALREADY UNDER ATTACK FROM THE ISLAMIST MILITANTS. 

(COMMENT: I'LL BET YOU JUST CAN'T WAIT TILL THEY BRING THEIR LIFESTYLE TO A COMMUNITY NEAR YOU).

AL-SHABAB HAS DECLARED UNIVERSAL TV "ENEMIES OF ISLAM" BECAUSE THEY ALLEGEDLY BROADCAST PICTURES OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD. 

(COMMENT: I DIDN'T THINK IT WAS LEGAL TO SHOW SHIT ON T.V.).

AL-SHABAB HAS ALREADY BANNED RADIO STATIONS FROM PLAYING MUSIC AND THREATENED SEVERAL RADIO STATIONS. 

(COMMENT: NOW WERE GETTING DOWN TO FACTS. THE ABRAHAMIC  RELIGIONS THRIVE ON ONE THING - THREATS).

THE ISLAMIC COURTS UNION WAS DRIVEN OUT BY ETHIOPIAN-BACKED GOVERNMENT FORCES. BUT SINCE THEN REBEL GROUPS LIKE AL-SHABAB HAVE TAKEN CONTROL OF THE SOUTH OF SOMALIA AND MUCH OF MOGADISHU. THE GOVERNMENT, BACKED BY AFRICAN UNION PEACEKEEPERS, CONTROLS ONLY A SMALL AREA OF THE CAPITAL.

(COMMENT: ISLAM IS THE FASTEST GROWING RELIGION IN THE WORLD AND IT IS NO SECRET WHY - NO, IT'S NOT BECAUSE IT IS TRUE, IT IS BECAUSE OF TERRORISM. IT HAS WORKED FOR 1,400 YEARS AND WILL CONTINUE TO WORK AS LONG AS PEOPLE REFUSE TO STAND UP AND FIGHT THEM).

*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

RAYMOND NICKERSON	IS A RESEARCH PROFESSOR AT TUFTS UNIVERSITY.
HE IS A FORMER SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF BOLT BERANEK AND NEWMAN INC, FROM WHICH HE IS RETIRED. HIS PH.D., IN EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY, IS FROM TUFTS UNIVERSITY. HE IS A FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, THE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, THE ASSOCIATION FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE, THE HUMAN FACTORS AND ERGONOMICS SOCIETY AND THE SOCIETY OF EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGISTS. 

HE WAS THE FOUNDING EDITOR OF THE JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY: APPLIED AND OF REVIEWS OF HUMAN FACTORS AND ERGONOMICS, AN ANNUAL PUBLICATION OF THE HUMAN FACTORS AND ERGONOMICS SOCIETY. HIS RESEARCH INTERESTS INCLUDE COGNITION, HUMAN FACTORS AND APPLIED EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY. HIS RECENT WORK AT TUFTS HAS FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON PROBABILISTIC REASONING.


"IF ONE WERE TO ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY A SINGLE PROBLEMATIC ASPECT OF HUMAN REASONING THAT DESERVES ATTENTION ABOVE ALL OTHERS, THE CONFIRMATION BIAS WOULD HAVE TO BE AMONG THE CANDIDATES FOR CONSIDERATION...

IT APPEARS TO BE SUFFICIENTLY STRONG AND PERVASIVE THAT ONE IS LED TO WONDER WHETHER THE BIAS, BY ITSELF, MIGHT ACCOUNT FOR A SIGNIFICANT FRACTION OF THE DISPUTES, ALTERCATIONS, AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS THAT OCCUR AMONG INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND NATIONS."
