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COURT UPHOLDS 'UNDER GOD' IN PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IT ALSO SAYS 'IN GOD WE TRUST' IS FINE ON MONEY

A FEDERAL APPEALS COURT IN SAN FRANCISCO TODAY UPHELD THE USE OF THE WORDS "UNDER GOD" IN THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND "IN GOD WE TRUST" ON US CURRENCY. THE 9TH US CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS PANEL REJECTED TWO LEGAL CHALLENGES BY SACRAMENTO ATHEIST MICHAEL NEWDOW, WHO CLAIMED THE REFERENCES TO GOD DISRESPECT HIS RELIGIOUS BELIEFS.

(MY COMMENT: NOT ONLY DO THE PLEDGE AND THE CURRENCY DISRESPECT NEWDOW'S BELIEFS, THEY DISRESPECT THE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF ALL NON-CHRISTIANS; THAT IS BECAUSE IT IS VERY CLEAR THAT THE GOD THAT IS REFERRED TO IN THE PLEDGE, AND ON OUR CURRENCY, IS SPECIFICALLY THE CHRISTIAN GOD).

"THE PLEDGE IS CONSTITUTIONAL," JUDGE CARLOS BEA WROTE FOR THE MAJORITY IN THE 2-1 RULING.

(OKAY CARLOS, WHY IS IT CONSTITUTIONAL?)

"THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE SERVES TO UNITE OUR VAST NATION

(CARLOS, THE PLEDGE DID SERVE TO UNITE OUR VAST NATION UNTIL 1954, WHEN THE PHRASE "UNDER GOD" WAS ADDED TO IT. NOW IT DIVIDES OUR NATION INTO CHRISTIANS AND NON-CHRISTIANS).

THROUGH THE PROUD RECITATION OF SOME OF THE IDEALS UPON WHICH OUR REPUBLIC WAS FOUNDED."

(CARLOS, THAT IS QUITE SIMPLY - A LIE. OUR FOUNDING FATHERS WERE VERY CLEAR THAT OUR REPUBLIC WAS NOT FOUNDED ON CHRISTIAN IDEALS. YOU HAVE MADE YOURSELF PART OF A MODERN CONSPIRACY BY CHRISTIANS TO PERVERT THE INTENT OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS. EVERY SINGLE FIRST AMENDMENT CASE THAT HAS GONE BEFORE THE U.S. SUPREME COURT ... HAS PROVEN YOU WRONG).

IN A SEPARATE 3-0 RULING, THE COURT UPHELD THE "IN GOD WE TRUST" MOTTO ON COINS AND DOLLARS.

(MY FINAL COMMENT: TRYING TO FORCE YOUR BELIEFS UPON THE UNWILLING MUST FAIL - AS EVIDENCED BY THE WANING INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY WORLDWIDE. AMERICA IS THE LAST BASTION OF CHRISTIAN GHOST WORSHIPPERS. WE NO LONGER FEAR YOUR GHOST, AND NOW - WE NO LONGER FEAR YOU).

*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

NEW INSIGHT INTO BRAIN'S DECISION-MAKING PROCESS

THE HIPPOCAMPUS, A PART OF THE BRAIN ESSENTIAL FOR MEMORY, HAS LONG BEEN KNOWN TO "REPLAY" RECENTLY EXPERIENCED EVENTS. PREVIOUSLY, REPLAY WAS BELIEVED TO BE A SIMPLE PROCESS OF REVIEWING RECENT EXPERIENCES IN ORDER TO HELP CONSOLIDATE THEM INTO LONG-TERM MEMORY. HOWEVER, RESEARCHERS HAVE DISCOVERED THAT THE REPLAY FUNCTION OF THE HIPPOCAMPUS IS ACTUALLY A MUCH MORE COMPLEX, COGNITIVE PROCESS.

THIS DISCOVERY -- MADE BY UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MEDICAL SCHOOL RESEARCHER A. DAVID REDISH, PH.D., ALONG WITH HIS COLLEAGUES ANOOPUM GUPTA AND DAVID S. TOURETZKY, PH.D., FROM THE CENTER FOR THE NEURAL BASIS OF COGNITION AT CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY, AND MATTHIJS VAN DER MEER, PH.D., ALSO AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA -- GIVES INSIGHT INTO THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. REDISH HOPES THAT THIS INSIGHT WILL HELP RESEARCHERS LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE BRAIN WHEN THIS DECISION-MAKING PROCESS GOES WRONG.

BY STUDYING BRAIN ACTIVITY IN RATS, REDISH, GUPTA, AND COLLEAGUES DISCOVERED THAT THE INFORMATION PLAYED OUT DURING THIS REPLAY PROCESS DEPENDS ON THE TASK THE ANIMAL IS FACING. THEY FOUND THAT IT WAS NOT THE MORE RECENT EXPERIENCES THAT WERE PLAYED BACK IN THE HIPPOCAMPUS, BUT INSTEAD, THE ANIMALS WERE MOST FREQUENTLY PLAYING BACK THE EXPERIENCES THEY HAD ENCOUNTERED THE LEAST. THEY ALSO DISCOVERED THAT SOME OF THE SEQUENCES PLAYED OUT BY THE ANIMAL WERE ONES THEY HAD NEVER BEFORE EXPERIENCED. THESE OBSERVATIONS SUGGEST THAT THIS HIPPOCAMPAL PROCESS PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN AN ANIMAL'S ACTIVE LEARNING PROCESS AND MAY ALSO PLAY A ROLE IN MAINTAINING THE ANIMAL'S INTERNAL REPRESENTATION OF THE WORLD, OR ITS COGNITIVE MAP.

"THE POINT OF THE COGNITIVE MAP IS FLEXIBILITY. IT GIVES ANIMALS THE ABILITY TO PLAN NOVEL PATHS WITHIN THEIR ENVIRONMENT," SAID REDISH. "THIS REPLAY PROCESS MAY BE AN ANIMAL'S WAY OF LEARNING HOW THE WORLD IS INTERCONNECTED, SO IT CAN PLAN NEW ROUTES OR PATHS."

REDISH AND HIS TEAM HAVE BEEN STUDYING DECISION-MAKING IN RATS BY PUTTING ELECTRODE "HATS" ON THE ANIMALS AND RECORDING THEIR BRAIN ACTIVITY. THE HATS DETECT WHEN INDIVIDUAL NEURONS IN THE BRAIN FIRE. CERTAIN NEURONS, CALLED PLACE CELLS, FIRE IN RESPONSE TO THE ANIMAL'S CURRENT PHYSICAL LOCATION AND CREATE THE ANIMAL'S INTERNAL, COGNITIVE MAP OF THEIR ENVIRONMENT. THROUGH THEIR STUDY OF THE ANIMAL'S BRAIN ACTIVITY, REDISH AND HIS TEAM CAN IDENTIFY WHERE THE RAT IS LOCATED SIMPLY BY OBSERVING WHICH PLACE CELLS ARE FIRING.

THIS MAPPING PROCESS WAS KEY TO THE TEAM'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE ANIMAL'S REPLAY PROCESS. DURING REPLAY, NEURONS FIRE, INDICATING OTHER LOCATIONS ON THE MAZE RATHER THAN THE LOCATION THE RAT ACTUALLY IS, INDICATING THAT THE ANIMAL IS PROCESSING INFORMATION ABOUT OTHER LOCATIONS. ON A TASK WITH TWO BEHAVIORAL SEQUENCES, A AND B, THE RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT THE ANIMALS WOULD REPLAY SEQUENCE B MORE OFTEN, EVEN WHEN THEY SPENT MOST OF THEIR TIME RUNNING SEQUENCE A. IN OTHER WORDS, THE RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT THE RATS WERE MOST LIKELY TO REPLAY THE PATH THEY HAD EXPERIENCED LESS OFTEN. THIS SUGGESTS THAT REPLAY IS NOT JUST A FUNCTION OF HELPING AN ANIMAL REMEMBER WHAT IT HAS EXPERIENCED MOST FREQUENTLY OR MOST RECENTLY, BUT AN IMPORTANT FUNCTION IN HELPING IT MAP ITS WHOLE ENVIRONMENT.

DURING THE REPLAY PROCESS, REDISH, GUPTA, AND COLLEAGUES ALSO WERE ABLE TO OBSERVE THE ANIMAL MAKING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PATHS THAT IT HAD NEVER PHYSICALLY TRAVELED BEFORE. FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE ANIMAL HAD PHYSICALLY TRAVELED FROM POINT A TO POINT B, AND FROM POINT B TO POINT C, BUT NEVER FROM POINT A TO POINT C, THEY OBSERVED THE SINGLE SEQUENCE A TO B TO C DURING THE REPLAY PROCESS, IMPLYING THAT THE RAT'S BRAIN WAS ABLE TO MAKE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN POINTS A AND C ON ITS INTERNAL MAP. THIS FURTHER INDICATES THAT REPLAY PLAYS A ROLE IN HELPING AN ANIMAL LEARN AND MAINTAIN THE ENTIRE MAP OF ITS ENVIRONMENT AND MAKE CONNECTIONS WITHIN IT. THE RATS WERE NOT JUST REVIEWING RECENT EXPERIENCE TO MOVE IT TO LONG-TERM MEMORY.

THIS IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE BRAIN COGNITION AND THE HUMAN DECISION-MAKING PROCESS ARE POORLY UNDERSTOOD.

REDISH SAID, "BEFORE WE CAN UNDERSTAND HOW THIS PROCESS GOES WRONG IN PEOPLE WITH DISEASES SUCH AS ADDICTION OR ALZHEIMER'S, WE FIRST NEED TO UNDERSTAND HOW COGNITIVE CONNECTIONS ARE MADE IN THE BRAIN AND HOW HUMANS MAKE DECISIONS IN RELATION TO THEIR INTERNAL, COGNITIVE MAP. ONCE WE HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THINGS WORK IN NORMAL BRAIN PROCESSING, WE CAN UNDERSTAND WHERE THEY CAN BREAK. AND THEN WE CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT WE CAN DO TO TRY TO FIX THEM."

THE DISCOVERY OF THIS MECHANISM IN RATS GIVES IMPORTANT INSIGHT INTO THEIR DECISION-MAKING PROCESS AND THROUGH MORE RESEARCH, REDISH HOPES TO FURTHER UNDERSTAND HOW THIS MECHANISM WORKS.

THE STUDY WAS PUBLISHED IN THE MARCH 11 ISSUE OF NEURON. THE STUDY WAS FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH, THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION, AND THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

*************************************************************
ABROAD

TURKEY - HONOR KILLING

MEDINE MEMI WAS 16 YEARS OLD WHEN A FAMILY COUNCIL CONDEMNED HER TO DEATH IN NOVEMBER 2009. THEY DUG A TWO METER DEEP HOLE UNDER THE CHICKEN COOP AT THEIR HOUSE AND FORCED MEDINE, HER HANDS TIED ON HER BACK, TO SIT IN IT. THEN THEY BURIED HER ALIVE, THROWING ONE SPADEFUL OF EARTH AFTER THE OTHER DOWN ON HER, TILL SHE WAS COMPLETELY COVERED AND THE HOLE FILLED. MEDINE WAS NOT DRUGGED, SHE DIED IN FULL CONSCIOUSNESS. SHE TRIED TO SCREAM AND STRUGGLED FOR AIR. SOIL FILLED HER MOUTH, ENTERED HER WINDPIPE, HER GULLET, HER LUNGS AND HER STOMACH. SHE DIED A SLOW AND GRUESOME DEATH.

(MY COMMENT: HERE IS PROOF OF THE SUPERIOR MORALS PROVIDED BY RELIGION. EVEN THE LOWEST ANIMALS DON'T SINK TO THIS LEVEL OF SUBHUMAN ACTIVITY. WHAT A SWELL BUNCH OF GUYS. OH WELL, SHE PROBABLY DESERVED IT - LET'S FIND OUT WHAT SHE DID).

THERE IS NOTHING LEFT IN MEMORY OF MEDINE’S SHORT LIFE, NOT EVEN A PHOTOGRAPH OF HER EXISTENCE. IT IS AS IF SHE NEVER LIVED. ONE OF TEN CHILDREN, SHE WAS BORN IN KAHATA IN THE PROVINCE ADIYAMAN IN SOUTH EAST TURKEY AND NEVER LEFT THIS PLACE. SHE WAS NOT ALLOWED TO GO TO SCHOOL. HER FATHER AND GRANDFATHER USED TO BRUTALLY BEAT HER UP WHEN THEY SUSPECTED HER OF TALKING TO VILLAGE BOYS OF HER AGE. DURING HER LAST WEEKS, MEDINE FEARED FOR HER LIFE. SHE SOUGHT HELP IN THE POLICE STATION. SHE TRIED TO LODGE A COMPLAINT AGAINST FATHER AND GRANDFATHER. SHE BEGGED FOR PROTECTION AND ASYLUM. BUT SHE WAS FORCED TO GO BACK TO HER TORMENTORS. THIS REPEATED THREE TIMES; AFTER THAT SHE WAS NOT SEEN AGAIN. IN DECEMBER, A NEIGHBOR GOT SUSPICIOUS. THE AUTHORITIES OPENED THE NEWLY CEMENTED PLACE UNDER THE CHICKEN COOP AND FOUND MEDINE’S BODY. THEY ARRESTED HER FATHER AND GRANDFATHER, BUT DID NOT CHARGE THEM SO FAR.

(MY COMMENT: WELL OF COURSE NOT: YOU CAN'T ARREST MUSLIM MEN FOR FOLLOWING THE RULES OF THEIR INVISIBLE GHOST - ESPECIALLY WHEN THE VICTIM IS ONLY A GIRL).

THE GRUESOME MURDER OF MEDINE IS NO SINGLE CASE. 'HONOR KILLINGS' HAVE REACHED RECORD LEVELS IN TURKEY. OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FIGURES CONFIRM MORE THAN 200 CASES EVERY YEAR, HALF OF ALL MURDERS COMMITTED IN THE COUNTRY. THE ESTIMATES OF HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS ARE FAR HIGHER. INVESTIGATIONS ARE GENERALLY DIFFICULT; MANY OF THESE MURDERS REMAIN FAMILY SECRETS. IN THE KURDISH DOMINATED SOUTH EAST OF TURKEY, THE REGION OF MEDINE’S HOME PROVINCE ADIYAMAN, THE CONCENTRATION OF ‘HONOR KILLINGS’ IS THE HIGHEST. DECADES BACK, ADIYAMAN HAS BEEN A STRONGHOLD OF THE ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST NAKSIBENDI SECT THAT WAS BANNED IN 1925 BY THE FOUNDER OF MODERN TURKEY, ATATURK, BUT SEEMS TO GAIN NEW GROUND IN RECENT YEARS.

(MY COMMENT: AND IT WILL CONTINUE TO GAIN GROUND UNTIL RATIONAL HUMANS FIND THE COURAGE TO STAND UP AND DEFEND THOSE WHO CANNOT DEFEND THEMSELVES FROM THESE SUBHUMAN PIECES OF CRAP).

IN 2005, WITH THE REFORM OF THE TURKISH PENAL CODE, LIFE SENTENCES FOR ‘HONOR KILLERS’ HAVE BECOME MANDATORY.

(MY COMMENT: IF THERE EVER WAS A JUSTIFICATION FOR CAPITOL PUNISHMENT - THIS IS IT).

EARLIER THEY OFTEN ESCAPED WITH REDUCED SENTENCES, IF ANY, CLAIMING THEY HAVE BEEN “PROVOKED”.

(MY COMMENT: OH, WELL WHY DIDN'T YOU SAY SO. NOW THAT I KNOW THEY WERE PROVOKED, I WILL CERTAINLY CHANGE MY POSITION).

EVEN NOW, MANY ‘HONOR KILLERS’ BENEFIT FROM IMPROPER INVESTIGATIONS AND LENIENCY OF THE AUTHORITIES, AS MANY POLICE OFFICERS, PROSECUTORS AND EVEN JUDGES SHARE THEIR VIEWS.

(MY COMMENT: AS THIS POOR GIRL FOUND OUT - THERE WAS NO ONE TO TURN TO. SHE WAS BORN INTO A WORLD FULL OF SUPERSTITIOUS, EVIL GHOST-WORSHIPPERS. ANYWHERE SHE WENT HAD TO BE BETTER THAN WHERE SHE WAS).

EVEN IN PRISON, THEY STILL USE TO ENJOY HIGH RESPECT AND PRIVILEGES.

(MY COMMENT: I THINK I'M GOING TO PUKE).

AS A STRATEGY, MANY FAMILY COUNCILS ORDER THE YOUNGEST MALE MEMBER TO COMMIT THE MURDER, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF JUVENILE LAW.

(MY COMMENT: THAT IS A WONDERFUL WAY TO INSTILL MORALS INTO THEIR YOUTH - "HERE, TAKE THIS ROCK AND THROW IT AT YOUR SISTER'S HEAD").

THE GOVERNMENT’S RECENT EFFORTS TO TAKE HARDER LEGAL ACTION HAVE RESULTED IN A NEW TWIST: WHILE THE NUMBER OF ‘HONOR KILLINGS’ SEEMS TO GO DOWN, A WAVE OF ‘HONOR SUICIDES’ CAN BE OBSERVED. TO ESCAPE LEGAL PROSECUTION, FAMILIES FORCE THEIR VICTIMS TO KILL THEMSELVES.

(MY COMMENT: WHAT A GREAT BUNCH OF MORAL RELIGIOUS PEOPLE. I CAN'T WAIT TO GET MY VISA SO I CAN MOVE THERE AND LIVE WITH PEOPLE WHO REALLY KNOW HOW TO HONOR GOD.

THESE PEOPLE DON'T EVEN QUALIFY AS "HUMAN").

‘HONOR KILLINGS’ ARE COMMITTED IN MANY COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD. ACCORDING TO UN ESTIMATES, THERE ARE MORE THAN 5000 CASES EVERY YEAR. BUT THAT MAY BE ONLY THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG. WHILE THE MAJORITY OF THEM SEEMS TO HAVE A FUNDAMENTALIST ISLAMIC BACKGROUND, SIMILAR BARBARIC TRADITIONS ARE ACTIVE AMONG HINDUS, SIKHS AND CHRISTIANS (FOR EXAMPLE IN SICILY).

(FINAL COMMENT: BUT NOT AMONG THOSE MORALLY-CHALLENGED, EVIL ATHEISTS? GEE, WHAT A SURPRISE.

THESE DISGUSTING EXCUSES FOR HUMAN BEINGS SHOULD BE EXPOSED FOR WHAT THEY REALLY ARE - ROTTING, PUTRID PUS BAGS WHO HAVE TURNED OUR WORLD INTO A LIVING HELL. THEY CONTINUE TO DOMINATE THE WORLD THROUGH TERROR - AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO, UNTIL THOSE OF US WHO CAN REASON BEGIN TO FIGHT BACK).

*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

PERRY DEANGELIS	(1963-2007) 43 YEARS

HE WAS ONE OF THE ORIGINAL FOUNDERS OF THE "SKEPTIC'S GUIDE TO THE UNIVERSE."  HE WAS KNOWN FOR HIS POWERFUL RATIONAL MIND AND LOVE FOR MONKEYS.  AFTER STAVING OF CHRONIC ILLNESS FOR SEVERAL YEARS, PERRY FINALLY SUCCUMBED TO SCLERODERMA.

"THINKING CRITICALLY IS A CHORE.
IT DOES NOT COME NATURALLY OR EASILY. 
AND IF THE FRUITS OF SUCH EFFORTS ARE NOT CAREFULLY DISPLAYED TO YOUNG MINDS, 
THEN THEY WILL NOT HARVEST THEM. 
EVERY SCHOOL CHILD MUST BE IMPLANTED WITH THE WONDER OF THE ATOM, 
NOT THE THRALL OF MAGIC."

"THE AMOUNT OF YEARS THAT SHE WILL LIVE LONGER THAN US BECAUSE OF HER DIET,
IS DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL TO THE HORROR OF HER LIFE."

