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SHOULD RICHARD DAWKINS BE ARRESTED FOR INCITEMENT TO RELIGIOUS HATRED?
BY ARCHBISHOP CRANMER

(MY COMMENT: I USUALLY DON'T COMMENT UNTIL THEY HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO SPEAK. BUT THAT TITLE NEEDS ADDRESSING RIGHT NOW.  THE LAST PEOPLE ON EARTH WHO SHOULD BE CRITICIZING OTHERS FOR INCITEMENT TO RELIGIOUS HATRED ARE THOSE WHOSE RELIGION CALLS OTHER RELIGIOUS BELIEVERS "VILE SINNERS WHO DESERVE TO BURN IN HELL FOREVER."
SO IF DAWKINS GOES TO JAIL - CRANMER SHOULD GET THE CELL RIGHT NEXT DOOR).
‘AND THE LORD SAID UNTO SATAN, HAST THOU CONSIDERED MY SERVANT DAWKINS, THAT THERE IS NONE LIKE HIM UPON THE EARTH, A PERFECT AND UPRIGHT MAN, ONE THAT OBSESSETH AD NAUSEAM ABOUT THE NON-EXISTENCE OF GOD, AND ESCHEWETH ALL REASON?’
(ARCHY: SINCE YOUR BELIEFS ARE BASED ON FAITH, THE ONLY ONE WHO IS ESCHEWING REASON ... WOULD BE YOU).
WITH APOLOGIES TO JOB, IS THERE A MAN ON EARTH MORE OBSESSED WITH ESTABLISHING BEYOND DOUBT THE NON-EXISTENCE OF THAT WHICH DOES NOT EXIST THAN PROFESSOR RICHARD DAWKINS? 
(ARCHY: DAWKINS DOES NOT HAVE TO ESTABLISH THE NON-EXISTENCE OF GOD. THE BURDEN OF PROOF IS ON YOU TO ESTABLISH THAT YOUR GOD EXISTS OUTSIDE YOUR IMAGINATION. SO FAR, IN 2,000 YEARS, NOT ONE CHRISTIAN HAS EVER BEEN ABLE TO DO THAT).
CRANMER WAS ASKED DURING THE WEEK TO RESPOND TO PROFESSOR DAWKINS’ RANT IN THE TIMES, BUT IT IS HARDLY WORTH IT. HE DISPLAYS A SUB-LEVEL OF COMPREHENSION OF THEOLOGY AND AN UTTERLY SIMPLISTIC CARICATURE OF RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY.
(ARCHY: DAWKINS SPENT HIS LIFE LEARNING ABOUT THE REAL WORLD, RATHER THAN WASTING VAST AMOUNTS OF TIME STUDYING FAIRY TALES. THAT IS WHY HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THEOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY MIGHT NOT RISE UP TO YOUR STANDARDS).
IF ONE WERE TO CRITIQUE EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY IN SUCH CRASS TERMS, PROFESSOR DAWKINS WOULD BE THE FIRST TO DISMISS ONE AS BEING AN INTELLECTUALLY DEFICIENT IGNORAMUS.
(ARCHY: SINCE YOU DO CRITIQUE EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY IN SUCH CRASS TERMS, BY YOUR OWN ADMISSION - YOU ARE AN INTELLECTUALLY DEFICIENT IGNORAMUS).
YET IT IS A PROVOCATIVE PIECE OF WRITING, INCITEFUL EVEN, FOR HE APPEARS TO PRESUME THAT THE REVD. PAT ROBERTSON IS THE ARCHETYPAL CHRISTIAN, AND LAUDS HIM FOR HIS ADHERENCE TO CHRISTIAN ORTHODOXY.
(ARCHY: I DON'T THINK DAWKINS WAS "LAUDING" ROBERTSON, SO MUCH AS HE WAS MERELY POINTING OUT THAT ROBERTSON IS SIMPLY FOLLOWING THE LITERAL INTERPRETATION OF YOUR BIBLE).
WHAT FATE WOULD BEFALL CRANMER IF HE EQUATED ALL MUSLIMS WITH THE ‘OBNOXIOUS’ OSAMA BIN LADEN?
(ARCHY: NOW YOU ARE THE ONE WHO IS SHOWING A LACK OF THEOLOGICAL INSIGHT. JUST BECAUSE YOU CONSIDER BIN LADEN "OBNOXIOUS" DOESN'T MEAN THAT MUSLIMS DO. IN FACT, MANY OF THEM REVERE HIM. HOW CAN YOU BE THAT UNAWARE OF WHAT GOES ON IN THE MUSLIM WORLD?).
WHAT PERSECUTION AND INJUSTICE WOULD HE ENDURE OF HE CRITICISED THE QUR’AN; PARODIED THE ‘NAUSEATING’ AND ‘BARBARIC’ TEACHINGS WHICH EMANATED FROM THE ‘NASTY HUMAN MIND’ OF MOHAMMED; OR SAID THE ‘ENTIRE RELIGION IS FOUNDED ON AN OBSESSION’ WITH KILLING THE INFIDEL? WHAT IF HE MOCKED THE ‘MORAL DEPRAVITY’ OF THE ‘BE-FROCKED AND BLEATING’ IMAMS; LAMPOONED THE ‘ODIOUS DOCTRINE’ OF ALLAH; OR DENIGRATED THE SINCERELY-HELD BELIEFS OF THE ‘FAUX-ANGUISHED HYPOCRITES’ WHO CONSTITUTE THE UMMAH?
(ARCHY: THAT IS THE TYPICAL DISHONESTY THAT YOU FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIANS ARE KNOWN FOR: YOU DO BELIEVE THAT THE KORAN IS A BOOK OF FAIRY TALES. YOU DO BELIEVE THEIR GOD IS IMAGINARY. YOU JUST DON'T HAVE THE HONESTY TO ADMIT IT).
MIGHT HE FIND HIMSELF IN COURT, LIKE GEERT WILDERS, ACCUSED OF INCITING HATRED FOR DARING TO ARTICULATE A RELIGIOUS OPINION?
(ARCH: THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT YOU ARE PROMOTING IN THIS ARTICLE. LIKE THE GUTLESS DUTCH, YOU WANT TO PREVENT FREEDOM OF SPEECH - EXCEPT FOR RELIGION, OF COURSE. YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO HURL HORRIBLE NAMES AND INSULTS AT NON-CHRISTIANS, AND THREATEN THEM WITH ETERNAL TORTURE, BUT, IF THEY TRY TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO SPEECH - THEN THEY ARE INCITING HATRED).
FRANKLY, CRANMER IS AGHAST THAT THE TIMES HAS PERMITTED RICHARD DAWKINS TO DENIGRATE CHRISTIANITY AND CHRISTIANS IN THIS FASHION.
(MY COMMENT: PROVING AGAIN THAT "THE ARCH" WILL DO AND SAY WHATEVER IT TAKES TO PREVENT FREEDOM OF SPEECH).
WOULD THEY DARE TO PRINT THIS ADDRESS TO BRITISH MUSLIMS: BIN LADEN MAY SPOUT EVIL NONSENSE, BUT HE IS A MERE AMATEUR AT THAT GAME. JUST READ YOUR OWN QUR’AN. BIN LADEN IS TRUE TO IT. BUT YOU? YOU MAY WEEP FOR PAKISTAN WHERE BIN LADEN DOES NOT, BUT AT LEAST, IN HIS JIHADIST, SUB-ABU-HAMZA IGNORANCE, HE HOLDS UP AN HONEST MIRROR TO THE UGLINESS OF ISLAMIC THEOLOGY. YOU ARE NOTHING BUT HYPOCRITES.
(ARCH: WELL PUT! BUT IF ANYONE DARED TO SPEAK THE HONEST TRUTH, AS YOU JUST DID, THERE WOULD BE 72 FATWAS ISSUED BEFORE DINNERTIME).
OF COURSE NOT. THEY WOULD NEVER PERMIT SUCH OFFENSIVE INVECTIVE AGAINST ISLAM OR THOSE MUSLIMS WHO BLAMED THE INDONESIAN TSUNAMI ON THE 'LOOSE SEXUAL MORALS IN TOURIST NIGHTCLUBS'. 
(ARCH: THAT IS BECAUSE THEY ARE SCARED TO DEATH OF THE TERRORIST REPRISALS. THE THING ABOUT TERRORISM IS ... THAT IT WORKS).
BUT NEITHER WOULD PROFESSOR DAWKINS HAVE PARODIED THEIR BELIEFS OR CRITICISED THEIR ORTHODOXY.
(ARCH: HE HAS ENOUGH TO WORRY ABOUT WITH YOU CHRISTIANS. LET THE MUSLIMS DEAL WITH THEIR OWN PROBLEMS).
AND IT IS ALSO UNLIKELY THAT THE TIMES WOULD HAVE PUBLISHED SUCH A TIRADE AGAINST JUDAISM AND THE JEWS.
(ARCHY: WELL OF COURSE NOT - ACCORDING TO YOU GUYS, THEY CONTROL ALL THE NEWSPAPERS DON'T THEY?).
GOD FORBID THAT THEY MIGHT BE ACCUSED OF ANTI-SEMITISM. BUT CHRISTIANITY? YEAH, WHY NOT.
(ARCH: ALL YOU RELIGIONS DO EVERYTHING IN YOUR POWER TO PREVENT DISSENT. IN THE "GOOD OLD DAYS" YOU SIMPLY KILLED PEOPLE. NOW THAT CIVILIZATION HAS ADVANCED, YOU HAVE TO RESORT TO LESS OBVIOUS TACTICS. BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT FREEDOM OF SPEECH IS STILL THE GREATEST ENEMY OF RELIGION - NEXT TO REASON).
PAEDOPHILE PRIESTS, BIGOTED BIBLES, PATRONISING PIETY AND CORRUPT CONGREGATIONS: DRAG THE NAME OF JESUS THROUGH THE MUD AND NO-ONE WILL REALLY MIND.
(ARCHY: THE NAME OF JESUS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH EVIL BELIEVERS. IT IS THE PEDOPHILE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS BIGOTS, AND CORRUPT CONGREGATIONS THAT DESERVE TO BE DRAGGED THROUGH THE MUD).
THE WRATH OF RUTH GLEDHILL IS THE WORST THEY HAVE TO FEAR. AND SHE IS UNLIKELY TO CHALLENGE DAWKINS’ MONSTROUS FUNDAMENTALIST CARICATURE OF THE CHRISTIAN GOD, NOT LEAST BECAUSE SHE DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE THE TIME (AND NEITHER DOES THE OTHER TIMES GOD-BLOG). AND ALSO THEY PAY HER SALARY. 
(ARCHY: YOUR BEGINNING TO SOUND A LITTLE GRUMPY. CAN I GET YOU SOMETHING? A GLASS OF WINE PERHAPS? SOME ASPIRIN? A LITTLE BOY?).
YET IT IS REALLY QUITE ASTONISHING THAT SOMEONE OF PROFESSOR DAWKINS’ ACADEMIC STATURE SHOULD PLACE THE (LARGELY INACCURATE) SECONDARY-SOURCE ACCOUNTS OF SOMEONE LIKE PAT ROBERTSON OVER THE PRIMARY SOURCES NOT ONLY OF SCRIPTURE BUT ALSO OVER CENTURIES OF THE CONSIDERED AND LEARNED REFLECTIONS OF SUCH LITERARY THEOLOGIANS AS CHAUCER, SHAKESPEARE, DANTE, TS ELIOT, GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS, CS LEWIS… AND OVER THE LABYRINTHINE THEOLOGIES OF AUGUSTINE, AQUINAS, LUTHER, CALVIN, SCHLEIERMACHER, BARTH…
(ARCHY: HOLD ON. WE GET THE IDEA. YOU DON'T NEED TO LIST EVERY CHRISTIAN EVER BORN. ALL THOSE NAMES ARE NOTHING MORE THAN AN APPEAL TO AUTHORITY.
AND IF PAT ROBERTSON IS A "SECONDARY SOURCE" - THEN SO ARE YOU).
BUT PROFESSOR DAWKINS PREFERS THE TWO-DIMENSIONAL SPIRITUALITY OF PAT ROBERTSON AND HIS ONE-DIMENSIONAL GOD BECAUSE IT IS EASIER FOR HIM TO SHRED.
(ARCH: IS THAT ANY WAY TO TALK ABOUT YOUR FELLOW CHRISTIANS?).
WHEN THE CHOICE IS BETWEEN THAT OR DAWKINS’ ATHEISM, ONE CAN SEE THE ATTRACTION OF THE LATTER. BUT THEY ARE REALLY TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN OF ZEALOTRY. 
(ARCHY: ONLY A THEOLOGIAN LIKE YOU COULD LACK THE REASONING ABILITIES NECESSARY TO BE ABLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN AN ATHEIST AND A FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIAN).
ALL RELIGIONS PROFESS A HIGHER KNOWLEDGE AND SUPREME TRUTH, AND DAWKINS IS NO EXCEPTION.
(WRONG ARCH: DAWKINS IS AN EXCEPTION - SCIENCE NEVER CLAIMS A "SUPREME TRUTH." YOU ARE TRYING TO PUT RELIGON ON AN EQUAL FOOTING WITH SCIENCE - IT'S NOT EVEN CLOSE).
BUT HE IS NOT AN ATHEIST: HE IS RELIGIOPHOBIC.
(OKAY ARCH: THEN YOU ARE NOT A CHRISTIAN - YOU ARE ATHEOPHOBIC).
AND PHOBIC TO THE EXTENT THAT MANY MODERATE AND REASONABLE ATHEISTS WILL HAVE NO TRUCK WITH HIS OBSESSIVE, DEMENTED, FUNDAMENTALIST EXTREMISM AND HIS FANATICAL HATRED OF CHRISTIANITY.
(WRONG AGAIN ARCH: MODERATE AND REASONABLE ATHEISTS AGREE WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH DAWKINS. THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO CONSIDER HIM OBSESSED, DEMENTED, AND EXTREME, ARE FANATICAL RELIGIOUS ZEALOTS LIKE YOURSELF).
WHILE MOST ATHEISTS ARE CONTENT SIMPLY NOT TO BELIEVE IN GOD, DAWKINS APPEARS TO BE PSYCHOLOGICALLY DISTURBED DUE TO SOME TRAUMA IN HIS UPBRINGING, FOR HE LOATHES THE VERY IDEA THAT GOD COULD EXIST TO THE EXTENT THAT BITTERNESS AND BILE POUR OUT OF EVERY WORD HE SPEAKS.
(ARCH: YOU SHOULD REREAD WHAT YOU JUST WROTE. YOUR WORDS APPLY FAR MORE CLOSELY TO YOURSELF THAN THEY DO TO DAWKINS).
IF GOD IS SIMPLY AN IMAGINARY BEING SOMEWHERE UP THERE WITH FATHER CHRISTMAS AND THE TOOTH FAIRY, WHY DOES HE GET HIMSELF SO WORKED UP ABOUT IT?
(ARCH: HE IS NOT WORKED UP ABOUT YOUR INVISIBLE FRIENDS - HE IS WORKED UP ABOUT THE HORRORS THAT "YOU PEOPLE" INFLICT UPON THE HELPLESS).
IT IS A QUITE IRRATIONAL PURSUIT FOR AN ATHEIST. 
(ARCH: THAT IS SOMETHING YOU WOULD KNOW ABOUT. WHAT COULD POSSIBLY BE MORE IRRATIONAL THAN SPENDING YOUR WHOLE ADULT LIFE TALKING TO INVISIBLE GHOSTS?).
THE PROFESSOR NEEDS TO GET OUT MORE AND MIX WITH A FEW MODERATE ATHEISTS.
(ARCHY: HE TRAVELS ALL OVER THE WORLD AND ALREADY DOES WHAT YOU RECOMMEND).
AND HE MIGHT LEARN FROM THEM THAT IN MANY COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS THE TIE THAT BINDS COMMUNITIES, GIVES THEM A MORAL FRAMEWORK, INDUCES HOPE, INSPIRES THEM TO GREAT ACTS OF CHARITY, AND EXHORTS THEM TO LOVE THEIR NEIGHBOUR BY DOING ALL MANNER OF GOOD DEEDS. 
(ARCHY: THAT IS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU RECEIVE ALL YOUR INFORMATION FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD. YOU ARE COMPLETELY OUT OF TOUCH WITH REALITY.
WHEREVER THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS TO BE FOUND - YOU WILL FIND BLOODSHED AND CONFLICT IN THE NAME OF RELIGION.
THE MORAL FRAMEWORK PROVIDED IN YOUR HOLY BOOK IS THE MOST GRUESOME SET OF LAWS AND RULES TO BE FOUND ANYWHERE ON THE PLANET.
THE ONLY HOPE THAT YOUR RELIGION INDUCES, IS THE HOPE THAT IT WILL GO AWAY.
THE GREAT ACTS OF CHARITY MOSTLY INCLUDE GIVING 10% OF EVERYTHING THEY EARN TO YOU GUYS.
AND "LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR" ONLY APPLIES TO CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS - THE BIBLE IS VERY SPECIFIC ABOUT WHAT IS TO BE DONE TO NONBELIEVERS AND OTHER RELIGIONS).
OR DID THE TIMES PAY HIM £1000 FOR HIS ARTICLE? DID HE DONATE IT TO HAITI? OR IS HE CONTENT TO USE THEIR APPALLING PLIGHT TO ADVANCE HIS INSIDIOUS FAITH AND DEMENTED DOCTRINE AND CASH IN ON HIS PREJUDICES, IN EXACTLY THE SAME MANNER AS HE ACCUSES PAT ROBERTSON OF DOING? 
(ARCHY: CALM DOWN. HERE, GO SPEND A FEW MINUTES IN THE OTHER ROOM WITH THIS LITTLE BOY, AND THEN COME BACK WHEN YOU ARE MORE RELAXED.
OKAY, FIRST, DAWKINS DOES NOT HAVE "FAITH" - FOR ATHEISTS, FAITH IS A FOUR-LETTER WORD. AND SECONDLY, SPEAKING OF "DEMENTED DOCTRINES" - HOW COME YOU GUYS DON'T EAT YOUR CHILDREN ANYMORE AS GOD COMMANDED IN LEVITICUS 26:29?).
IT IS WONDERFUL THAT ATHEISTS SHOULD HAVE THE INFALLIBLE PROFESSOR TO SHEPHERD THEIR FLOCK: HIS SECULARNESS POPE DAWKINS. BUT THE MAN IS A SPINELESS HYPOCRITE. AND THE TIMES ARE EVASIVE COWARDS.
(ARCHY: GO LIE DOWN. TAKE A LONG, LONG NAP. IT'S ABSOLUTELY STUNNING THAT YOU CAN HAVE SO MUCH HATE INSIDE OF YOU WITHOUT EXPLODING YOUR GUTS ALL OVER THE WALLS. YOU DEMONSTRATE TO ALL CHRISTIANS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU STUDY THE BIBLE YOUR ENTIRE CAREER - BUT NEVER GET AS FAR AS THE NEW TESTAMENT. YOU CERTAINLY DON'T SEEM TO HAVE AN OUNCE OF JESUS IN YOU. BUT YOU HAVE A TON OF OLD TESTAMENT FIRE.
GO TO SLEEP NOW ARCHY).
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

TREES RETALIATE WHEN THEIR FIG WASPS DON'T SERVICE THEM

FIGS AND FIG WASPS HAVE EVOLVED TO HELP EACH OTHER OUT: FIG WASPS LAY THEIR EGGS INSIDE THE FRUIT WHERE THE WASP LARVAE CAN SAFELY DEVELOP, AND IN RETURN, THE WASPS POLLINATE THE FIGS. BUT WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A WASP LAYS ITS EGGS BUT FAILS TO POLLINATE THE FIG?
THE TREES GET EVEN BY DROPPING THOSE FIGS TO THE GROUND, KILLING THE BABY WASPS INSIDE, REPORTS A CORNELL UNIVERSITY AND SMITHSONIAN TROPICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE STUDY PUBLISHED IN THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY B (PUBLISHED ONLINE JAN. 13).
THE FINDINGS SUGGEST THAT WHEN ONE SPECIES IN A MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP FAILS TO HOLD UP ITS END OF THE BARGAIN, SANCTIONS MAY BE A NECESSARY PART OF MAINTAINING THE RELATIONSHIP.
"WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT FORCES MAINTAIN THIS 80 MILLION-YEAR-OLD MUTUALISM BETWEEN FIGS AND THEIR WASP POLLINATORS," SAID LEAD AUTHOR CHARLOTTE JANDÉR, A CORNELL GRADUATE STUDENT IN NEUROBIOLOGY AND BEHAVIOR, WHO CONDUCTED THE STUDY AS A SMITHSONIAN TROPICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE PREDOCTORAL FELLOW. EDWARD ALLEN HERRE, A STAFF SCIENTIST AT THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE IN PANAMA, CO-AUTHORED THE PAPER.
"WHAT PREVENTS THE WASPS FROM CHEATING AND REAPING THE BENEFITS OF THE RELATIONSHIP WITHOUT PAYING THE COSTS?" JANDÉR ADDED.
MORE THAN 700 SPECIES EACH OF FIG TREES AND WASPS HAVE CO-EVOLVED IN THE TROPICS WORLDWIDE, WITH EACH FIG TREE SPECIES HAVING ITS OWN SPECIES OF POLLINATING WASP. JANDÉR WORKED ON SIX FIG TREE-FIG WASP PAIRS FOR THE STUDY. SOME WASP SPECIES PASSIVELY CARRY POLLEN THAT STICKS TO THEIR BODIES, WHILE OTHERS ACTIVELY COLLECT POLLEN IN SPECIAL POUCHES.
THE RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT IN PASSIVELY POLLINATED PAIRINGS, THE TREE ALMOST NEVER ABORTED ITS FRUIT, AND THE WASP ALWAYS CARRIED POLLEN. HOWEVER, THE RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT IN ACTIVELY POLLINATED PAIRINGS, WHERE THE WASP NEEDS TO EXPEND ENERGY TO COLLECT POLLEN, THE TREE DUMPED THE FRUIT AND KILLED THE OFFSPRING WHEN THE WASPS DID NOT CARRY POLLEN.
THE RESEARCHERS ALSO FOUND THAT AMONG THE ACTIVELY POLLINATED FIG SPECIES, POLLEN-FREE WASPS WERE MUCH MORE COMMON WHEN THE TREES HAD WEAK SANCTIONS.
"SANCTIONS SEEM TO BE A NECESSARY FORCE IN KEEPING THIS AND OTHER MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIPS ON TRACK WHEN BEING PART OF A MUTUALISM IS COSTLY," SAID JANDÉR. "IN OUR STUDY, WE SAW LESS CHEATING WHEN SANCTIONS WERE STRONGER. SIMILAR RESULTS HAVE BEEN FOUND AMONG HUMAN SOCIETIES AND SOCIAL INSECTS. IT IS VERY APPEALING TO THINK THAT THE SAME GENERAL PRINCIPLES COULD HELP MAINTAIN COOPERATION BOTH WITHIN AND AMONG SPECIES."
*************************************************************
ABROAD

RAPED BANGLADESHI TEEN LASHED 101 TIMES
A 16-YEAR-OLD RAPE VICTIM IN BANGLADESH WAS LASHED 101 TIMES AFTER VILLAGE ELDERS DECIDED THAT WAS THE APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT FOR BECOMING PREGNANT OUTSIDE MARRIAGE. THE GIRL, WHO WAS TOO ASHAMED TO REPORT THE RAPE, WAS MARRIED SOON AFTER IT HAPPENED LAST YEAR, BUT HER HUSBAND DIVORCED THE TEEN AFTER LEARNING SHE WAS PREGNANT, THE TELEGRAPH REPORTS. THE VILLAGE ELDERS PARDONED HER RAPIST.
(MY COMMENT: THIS IS THE KIND OF SICK SOCIETY THAT RESULTS FROM THE IMMORALITY IMPOSED BY RELIGION).
*************************************************************
BONUS SECTION IN HONOR OF VALENTINE'S DAY 
SAUDI POLICE BEGIN VALENTINE'S DAY CRACKDOWN
THE HOLIDAY, AND ANY ITEM INVOKING IT, ARE BANNED

THE SAUDI RELIGIOUS POLICE ARE CRACKING DOWN ON STORES SELLING ITEMS THAT ARE RED OR IN ANY OTHER WAY ALLUDE TO THE BANNED CELEBRATION OF VALENTINE'S DAY. A SAUDI OFFICIAL SAYS POLICEMEN ARE INSPECTING SHOPS FOR RED ROSES, HEART-SHAPED PRODUCTS, AND GIFTS WRAPPED IN RED, AND ORDERING STORE OWNERS TO GET RID OF THEM. SUCH ITEMS ARE LEGAL AT OTHER TIMES OF THE YEAR, BUT AS FEB. 14 NEARS THEY BECOME CONTRABAND.
SAUDI ARABIA BANS CELEBRATION OF WESTERN HOLIDAYS SUCH AS VALENTINE'S DAY, NAMED AFTER A CHRISTIAN SAINT SAID TO HAVE BEEN MARTYRED BY THE ROMANS IN THE 3RD CENTURY. MOST SHOPS IN RIYADH'S UPSCALE NEIGHBORHOODS HAVE REMOVED ALL RED ITEMS FROM THEIR SHELVES.
(MY COMMENT: AH YES, THE RELIGION OF PEACE AND LOVE DEMONSTRATES, YET AGAIN, THE WONDERFUL MORALITY OF THEIR BELIEFS.
THEY CAN'T EVEN BE CIVIL ON A DAY AS INNOCENT AS VALENTINE'S DAY. WHAT A WONDERFUL CULTURE. I FEEL SO UNFORTUNATE NOT TO BE A PART OF THOSE LOVING, CARING, PEACEFUL PEOPLE).
*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE (1769 –1821) 51 YEARS.

HE WAS A MILITARY AND POLITICAL LEADER OF FRANCE AND EMPEROR OF THE FRENCH, WHOSE ACTIONS SHAPED EUROPEAN POLITICS IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY.

BORN IN CORSICA AND TRAINED AS AN ARTILLERY OFFICER IN MAINLAND FRANCE, BONAPARTE ROSE TO PROMINENCE UNDER THE FIRST FRENCH REPUBLIC AND LED SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGNS AGAINST THE FIRST AND SECOND COALITIONS ARRAYED AGAINST FRANCE. IN 1799, HE STAGED A COUP D'ÉTAT AND INSTALLED HIMSELF AS FIRST CONSUL; FIVE YEARS LATER THE FRENCH SENATE PROCLAIMED HIM EMPEROR. IN THE FIRST DECADE OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, THE FRENCH EMPIRE UNDER NAPOLEON ENGAGED IN A SERIES OF CONFLICTS—THE NAPOLEONIC WARS—INVOLVING EVERY MAJOR EUROPEAN POWER. AFTER A STREAK OF VICTORIES, FRANCE SECURED A DOMINANT POSITION IN CONTINENTAL EUROPE AND NAPOLEON MAINTAINED THE FRENCH SPHERE OF INFLUENCE THROUGH THE FORMATION OF EXTENSIVE ALLIANCES AND THE APPOINTMENT OF FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS TO RULE OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AS FRENCH CLIENT STATES.

THE FRENCH INVASION OF RUSSIA IN 1812 MARKED A TURNING POINT IN NAPOLEON'S FORTUNES. HIS GRANDE ARMÉE WAS BADLY DAMAGED IN THE CAMPAIGN AND NEVER FULLY RECOVERED. IN 1813, THE SIXTH COALITION DEFEATED HIS FORCES AT LEIPZIG; THE FOLLOWING YEAR THE COALITION INVADED FRANCE, FORCED NAPOLEON TO ABDICATE AND EXILED HIM TO THE ISLAND OF ELBA. LESS THAN A YEAR LATER, HE ESCAPED ELBA AND RETURNED TO POWER, BUT WAS DEFEATED AT THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO IN 1815. NAPOLEON SPENT THE LAST SIX YEARS OF HIS LIFE UNDER BRITISH SUPERVISION ON THE ISLAND OF SAINT HELENA. AN AUTOPSY CONCLUDED HE DIED OF STOMACH CANCER, THOUGH SCIENTISTS HAVE SINCE CONJECTURED THAT HE WAS POISONED WITH ARSENIC.

NAPOLEON'S CAMPAIGNS ARE STUDIED AT MILITARY ACADEMIES THE WORLD OVER. WHILE CONSIDERED A TYRANT BY HIS OPPONENTS, HE IS ALSO REMEMBERED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NAPOLEONIC CODE, WHICH LAID THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL FOUNDATIONS FOR MUCH OF WESTERN EUROPE.



"RELIGION IS EXCELLENT STUFF FOR KEEPING COMMON PEOPLE QUIET."
