[bookmark: _GoBack]4/5/09			THESKEPTICARENA.COM

Q-LINK
Q-LINK PENDANTS AND BRACELETS ARE MAGICAL JEWELRY SAID TO NEUTRALIZE THE HARMFUL STRESS EFFECTS OF ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS [EMF] FROM COMPUTERS, CELL PHONES, AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES. THE MAKERS AND SELLERS OF THE Q-LINK JEWELRY WANT YOU TO BELIEVE THAT EMF IS AN "INVISIBLE CAUSE OF STRESS AND FATIGUE." (TRY TO DISPROVE THAT CLAIM!) THESE GIZMOS ARE MAGICAL BECAUSE, ACCORDING TO THEIR INVENTORS, THEY DON'T USE ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS "IN A CONVENTIONAL ELECTRONIC WAY." ACCORDING TO CONVENTIONAL ELECTRONICS, THESE TALISMANS SHOULD NOT NEUTRALIZE ANYTHING EXCEPT ONE'S WALLET. 
BEN GOLDACRE HAS SEEN THE INNARDS OF A Q-LINK PENDANT AND REPORTS: 
IT HAS A CIRCUIT BOARD THAT ISN'T CONNECTED TO ANYTHING, SO IT DOESN'T REALLY MAKE A CIRCUIT. 
IT HAS EIGHT COPPER PADS THAT ARE NOT CONNECTED TO ANYTHING. 
SOLDERED TO ITS CENTER IS A ZERO-OHM RESISTOR THAT IS NOT CONNECTED TO ANYTHING. 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE WONDERING WHAT A "ZERO-OHM RESISTOR" IS, GOLDACRE EXPLAINS: 
THIS IS SIMPLY A RESISTOR THAT HAS PRETTY MUCH NO RESISTANCE: IN EFFECT A BIT OF WIRE IN A TINY BOX. IT MIGHT SOUND LIKE AN ABSURD COMPONENT, BUT THEY'RE QUITE COMMON IN MODERN CIRCUITS, BECAUSE THEY CAN BE USED TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN ADJACENT TRACKS ON A CIRCUIT BOARD WITH A STANDARD-SIZE COMPONENT. 
IN SHORT, "ZERO-OHM RESISTOR" IS THE NAME OF A PIECE OF WIRE, NOT A DESCRIPTION OF AN ELECTRONIC PART. THE ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS FOR THE DEVICE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR PENNIES. WHAT POWERS THESE MAGICAL PROTECTORS? IT IS CLAIMED THAT THE WEARER PROVIDES THE POWER BY ENERGIZING IT SOMEHOW WITH MYSTERIOUS "BODY FREQUENCIES" OR FROM THE HEARTBEAT.
THESE Q-LINK DOODADS ARE WORN BY CELEBRITIES SUCH AS OPRAH, TONY ROBBINS, MADONNA, CHERIE BLAIR, AND NUMEROUS ATHLETES. ACCORDING TO ONE SELLER OF THIS GIZMO, THERE ARE MANY SATISFIED CUSTOMERS WHO REPORT SUCH THINGS AS:
...A WIDE RANGE OF BENEFITS THAT HAVE ENHANCED THEIR QUALITY OF LIFE. 
PEOPLE HAVE ALSO REPORTED A REDUCTION IN THE EFFECTS FROM EXPOSURE TO MOBILE PHONES, COMPUTERS, AIR TRAVEL AND ALL FORMS OF EMF. MANY HAVE EXPERIENCED FEWER HEADACHES AND AN OVERALL INCREASE IN ENERGY LEVELS. OTHERS SAY THEY FEEL BETTER WITH MORE MENTAL CLARITY AND FOCUS, BETTER SLEEP AND LESS ANXIETY. SEVERAL WORLD CLASS ATHLETES REPORT THAT THE Q-LINK IMPROVES THEIR MENTAL FOCUS AND ENDURANCE, GIVING THEM A SIGNIFICANT COMPETITIVE EDGE.
I STOPPED CUTTING AND PASTING FROM THIS AD WHEN THE WEBMASTER STARTED EXAGGERATING AND TELLING LIES ABOUT SCIENTIFIC STUDIES BEING DONE AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT IRVINE, IMPERIAL COLLEGE, LONDON, UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG (AUSTRALIA), AND THE UNIVERSITY OF VIENNA'S INSTITUTE OF CANCER.
IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TO DO STUDIES ON THIS DEVICE, SINCE, ACCORDING TO THOSE HAWKING IT, IT WORKS BY A KIND A ENERGY THAT WE DON'T KNOW HOW TO MEASURE YET. OF COURSE IT HAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH QUANTUM PHYSICS. THE GIZMO WORKS BY "SYMPATHETIC RESONANCE TECHNOLOGY." THESE FOLKS EVEN HAVE A TRADEMARK FOR THEIR TECHNOLOGY. "SRT™ WAS DEVELOPED AFTER YEARS OF RESEARCH INTO A NEW CLASS OF ENERGIES CALLED SUBTLE OR FUNDAMENTAL ENERGY," THEY SAY. THEY CLAIM THAT "SUBTLE ENERGY REFERS TO A PHYSICAL ENERGY, SUCH AS ELECTROMAGNETIC OR ACOUSTIC, THAT IS OF SUCH LOW INTENSITY THAT WE HAVE NO MEANS OF MEASURING IT PRESENTLY. IT IS A PHYSICAL FIELD OF VERY LOW MAGNITUDE." IN FACT, YOU CAN'T GET MUCH LOWER THAN THE Q-LINK FOLKS HAVE STOOPED. THEY DON'T NEED TO CONNECT ANY OF THE ELECTRONIC PARTS OF THEIR DEVICE BECAUSE THEY HAVE PROGRAMMED IT WITH SRT™, WHICH MIGHT WELL BE AN ENERGY IN ONE OF THE ELEVEN DIMENSIONS OF STRING THEORY. WE CAN'T MEASURE THIS OR KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT IT, EXCEPT THAT IT PROVIDES PERMANENT OPTIMUM LIFE-GIVING FREQUENCIES FOR THE HUMAN ENERGY SYSTEM AND CREATES A FIELD THAT FILTERS OUT UNWANTED ENERGIES. HOW THIS IS KNOWN ABOUT SOMETHING THAT CAN'T BE MEASURED IS NOT EXPLAINED.
ARE THOSE WHO GIVE TESTIMONIALS ABOUT THIS PRODUCT LYING? NOT NECESSARILY. THE POWER OF SUGGESTION MAY BE ALL THAT IS NEEDED TO RELEASE A FEW HORMONES IN SOME FOLKS THAT MAKE THEM FEEL GOOD, ENERGIZED, OR EMPOWERED. THE POWER OF BAD LOGIC CAN LEAD MANY FOLKS TO THINK THERE IS A CAUSAL CONNECTION BETWEEN THEIR WEARING A PIECE OF PLASTIC WITH SOME WIRE AND ANYTHING GOOD THAT HAPPENS LATER. THERE'S ALSO THE RESISTANCE MOST PEOPLE HAVE TO ADMITTING THEY'VE DONE SOMETHING FOOLISH, LIKE BUYING AN EXPENSIVE PENDANT THAT COST PENNIES TO MAKE AND THAT SUPPOSEDLY WILL PROTECT YOU FROM EVIL RAYS. THAT SOUNDS LIKE SOMETHING ONLY SUPERSTITIOUS PEOPLE WOULD DO, OR PEOPLE IN COMIC BOOKS WHO KNOW NOTHING ABOUT QUANTUM PHYSICS AND SUBTLE ENERGIES. OF COURSE, THERE IS COMFORT IN KNOWING THAT MORE THAN 300 PROFESSIONAL GOLFERS WEAR THE Q-LINK PENDANT TO HELP THEM WITH THEIR GAME, ACCORDING TO ONE DISTRIBUTOR. MAYBE THEY WERE INFLUENCED BY THE FACT THAT THE Q-LINK WAS NAMED “BEST NEW PRODUCT” AT THE 2005 PROFESSIONAL GOLFERS ASSOCIATION (PGA) FALL EXPO.
FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO FEEL ESPECIALLY ENERGIZED, YOU CAN GET A Q-LINK FOR YOUR PET. FOR THOSE WHO ARE WONDERING WHY THESE PEOPLE AREN'T IN JAIL, SEE MY ESSAY ON WHY WOO-WOO WINS.
PERSONALLY, IF I WANTED TO REDUCE STRESS AND INCREASE ENERGY, I'D DIET, EXERCISE, MEDITATE, AND TAKE UP NEEDLEPOINT. I'D ALSO TURN OFF MY TELEVISION AND QUIT READING THE NEWSPAPER. 
FOR THE RECORD, THE Q-LINK SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED WITH THE Q-RAY.
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT
NEANDERTHAL GENOME WILL UNLOCK SECRETS OF HUMAN EVOLUTION
2/12/09
THE GENETIC CODE OF NEANDERTHAL MAN HAS BEEN PIECED TOGETHER FROM DNA RECOVERED FROM ANCIENT FOSSILS, PROVIDING INSIGHTS INTO EVOLUTION THAT PROMISE TO REVEAL MANY OF THE GENES THAT MAKE US HUMAN. 
AS HOMO NEANDERTHALIS IS THE CLOSEST EVOLUTIONARY COUSIN OF HOMO SAPIENS THAT HAS EVER EXISTED, COMPARISONS BETWEEN ITS GENOME AND THOSE OF MODERN HUMANS AND CHIMPANZEES WILL ALLOW SCIENTISTS TO IDENTIFY DNA SEQUENCES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO OUR SPECIES. MANY OF THESE WILL EXPLAIN HUMAN CAPABILITIES THAT ARE NOT SHARED BY OTHER ANIMALS, SUCH AS COMPLEX THOUGHT, LANGUAGE AND ART. 
“STUDYING THE NEANDERTHALS AND STUDYING THE NEANDERTHAL GENOME WILL TELL US WHAT MAKES MODERN HUMANS REALLY HUMAN, WHY WE ARE ALONE, WHY WE HAVE THESE AMAZING CAPABILITIES,” SAID JEAN-JACQUES HUBLIN, OF THE MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE FOR EVOLUTIONARY ANTHROPOLOGY IN LEIPZIG, WHO LED THE PROJECT WITH HIS COLLEAGUE PROFESSOR SVANTE PÄÄBO. “IT WILL ALLOW US TO ANALYSE OUR GENOME AND MANIPULATE IT.” 
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE NEANDERTHAL GENOME WILL NOT, HOWEVER, PAVE THE WAY FOR THE RESURRECTION OF THE ANCIENT HUMAN RELATIVES BY CLONING. WHILE SUFFICIENT DNA CAN BE RECOVERED FROM FOSSILS TO ALLOW A ROUGH GENOME MAP TO BE ASSEMBLED, THIS WILL BE TOO INCOMPLETE TO CLONE A LIVING BEING, THE SCIENTISTS SAID. 
“I WOULD SAY THAT STARTING FROM DNA FROM A FOSSIL, IT [CLONING] REMAINS IMPOSSIBLE,” PROFESSOR PÄÄBO SAID. “AS FAR AS I CAN SEE INTO THE FUTURE, THERE ISN'T AN IMPROVEMENT IN TECHNOLOGY THAT WOULD MAKE THAT POSSIBLE.” 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT CAME ON THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF CHARLES DARWIN. “IT IS REALLY ABOUT UNDERSTANDING OUR EVOLUTION,” PROFESSOR PÄÄBO SAID. “WE WILL BE ABLE TO CATALOGUE THE CHANGES THAT HAPPENED BEFORE HUMANS DIVERGED FROM NEANDERTHALS, AND THOSE THAT HAPPENED AFTERWARDS. THE SECOND GOAL, WHICH IS FITTING FOR DARWIN'S BIRTHDAY, IS FINDING EVIDENCE OF POSITIVE SELECTION, OF IDENTIFYING CHANGES THAT REALLY MADE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR ANCESTORS.” 
THE NEANDERTHAL GENOME, WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED BY PROFESSOR PÄÄBO ON SUNDAY AT THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO, IS A FIRST DRAFT, CONTAINING AT LEAST SOME DATA ON 63 PER CENT OF THE DNA LETTERS THAT MAKE IT UP. NONETHELESS, IT IS A SCIENTIFIC TOUR DE FORCE THAT HAS GREATLY IMPROVED THE ABILITY TO STUDY THE GENETICS OF EXTINCT SPECIES. 
WHILE DNA FROM EXTINCT CREATURES HAS BEEN EXTRACTED AND SEQUENCED BEFORE, THIS HAS COME FROM ANIMALS THAT WERE FROZEN IN PERMAFROST, MAINLY MAMMOTHS, AND IN WHICH SOFT TISSUE HAD BEEN PRESERVED. THE NEANDERTHAL DNA, BY CONTRAST, WAS TAKEN FROM BONES FOUND AT FOUR SITES: VINDYA IN CROATIA, EL SIDRÓN IN SPAIN, MEZMAISKAYA IN RUSSIA AND FELDHOFER IN THE NEANDER VALLEY IN GERMANY, WHERE THE ORIGINAL SPECIMENS THAT GAVE THE SPECIES ITS NAME WERE FOUND. 
THIS DNA COULD BE READ BECAUSE OF NEW GENOME SEQUENCING TECHNOLOGY THAT HAS BECOME AVAILABLE ONLY IN THE PAST FEW YEARS. THE SEQUENCING WAS CONDUCTED BY 454 LIFE SCIENCES, WHICH RECENTLY MAPPED THE GENETIC CODE OF JAMES WATSON, WHO WITH FRANCIS CRICK IDENTIFIED THE DOUBLE-HELIX STRUCTURE OF DNA. 
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE NEANDERTHAL GENOME HAS IDENTIFIED SEVERAL CRITICAL GENES THAT ARE SIMILAR OR DIFFERENT TO MODERN HUMANS. NEANDERTHALS DO NOT APPEAR TO HAVE THE GENE FOR LACTASE, WHICH ALLOWS ADULTS TO DIGEST MILK AND IS COMMON AMONG EUROPEANS AND SOME AFRICANS, BUT RARE ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD. 
THE RESEARCH HAS ALSO CONFIRMED THAT NEANDERTHALS SHARE THE HUMAN VERSION OF A GENE CALLED FOXP2, WHICH IS KNOWN TO BE INVOLVED IN LANGUAGE, WHICH SUGGESTS IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THEY COULD HAVE BEEN CAPABLE OF SPEECH. “THIS IS THE ONLY GENE WE HAPPEN TO KNOW ABOUT THAT'S INVOLVED IN SPEECH, AND THERE WILL BE MANY OTHERS, SO WE CANNOT SAY THAT THEY COULD SPEAK,” PROFESSOR PÄÄBO SAID. “HOWEVER, THERE IS NO REASON TO ASSUME THEY COULDN'T SPEAK, FROM THE LITTLE WE KNOW. HOW HUMAN WERE THEY? MY TAKE ON THAT IS WE WILL PROBABLY NEVER FULLY KNOW.” 
ANOTHER EARLY FINDING IS THAT NEANDERTHALS APPEAR NOT TO HAVE INTERBRED WITH MODERN HUMANS. “OUR DATA SHOW THAT THE CONTRIBUTION OF NEANDERTHALS TO THE MODERN GENE POOL IS VERY LITTLE, IF ANYTHING,” PROFESSOR PÄÄBO SAID. 
PROFESSOR CHRIS STRINGER, HEAD OF HUMAN ORIGINS AT THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM IN LONDON, SAID: “IF THE NEANDERTHAL GENOME DATA SHOW LITTLE EVIDENCE OF POTENTIAL HYBRIDISATION, THAT WOULD FIT WITH MY VIEW FROM THE FOSSIL EVIDENCE THAT, WHILE INTERBREEDING WAS PROBABLY POSSIBLE, IT MAY HAVE OCCURRED ONLY RARELY, WITH TRIVIAL IMPACT ON MODERN HUMANS. 
“THE POPULATIONS HAD BEEN SEPARATE FOR HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF YEARS AND I THINK THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANT PHYSICAL AND BEHAVIOURAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THEM. HOWEVER, LARGER SAMPLES WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO GET A MORE COMPLETE PICTURE, AND HOPEFULLY THOSE WILL FOLLOW SOON.” 
THE RESEARCH SUGGESTS THAT THE EVOLUTIONARY SPLIT BETWEEN HUMANS AND NEANDERTHALS HAPPENED ABOUT 830,000 YEARS AGO. THE NEANDERTHALS DIED OUT AROUND 30,000 YEARS AGO, AND COMPETITION WITH MODERN HUMANS MAY HAVE BEEN AN IMPORTANT FACTOR. 
MEET THE RELATIVES
THE FIRST NEANDERTHAL FOSSILS WERE FOUND IN A LIMESTONE QUARRY IN GERMANY IN 1856, THREE YEARS BEFORE DARWIN’S ON THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES WAS PUBLISHED 
THE STOCKY, MUSCULAR HUMAN SPECIES WAS HOMO SAPIENS’ CLOSEST EVOLUTIONARY RELATIVE AND AT ITS PEAK DOMINATED VAST TERRITORY, FROM BRITAIN AND IBERIA IN THE WEST TO ISRAEL IN THE SOUTH AND UZBEKISTAN IN THE EAST 
MODERN HUMANS ENTERED EUROPE 40,000 YEARS AGO. WITHIN 10,000 YEARS NEANDERTHALS HAD LARGELY DISAPPEARED FROM THE CONTINENT. WHETHER THE TWO MATED HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF INTENSE DEBATE 
NEANDERTHALS’ BRAINS WERE ABOUT 10 PER CENT LARGER THAN THOSE OF MODERN HUMANS. THEIR SQUAT PHYSIQUE HELPED TO CONSERVE HEAT IN THE ICE AGE.
*************************************************************
THE ARENA GOES ABROAD
THE VATICAN HAS ADMITTED THAT CHARLES DARWIN WAS ON THE RIGHT TRACK WHEN HE CLAIMED THAT MAN DESCENDED FROM APES.
2/11/09
A LEADING OFFICIAL DECLARED YESTERDAY THAT DARWIN’S THEORY OF EVOLUTION WAS COMPATIBLE WITH CHRISTIAN FAITH, AND COULD EVEN BE TRACED TO ST AUGUSTINE AND ST THOMAS AQUINAS. “IN FACT, WHAT WE MEAN BY EVOLUTION IS THE WORLD AS CREATED BY GOD,” SAID ARCHBISHOP GIANFRANCO RAVASI, HEAD OF THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR CULTURE. THE VATICAN ALSO DEALT THE FINAL BLOW TO SPECULATION THAT POPE BENEDICT XVI MIGHT BE PREPARED TO ENDORSE THE THEORY OF INTELLIGENT DESIGN, WHOSE ADVOCATES CREDIT A “HIGHER POWER” FOR THE COMPLEXITIES OF LIFE. 
ORGANISERS OF A PAPAL-BACKED CONFERENCE NEXT MONTH MARKING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF DARWIN’S ON THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES SAID THAT AT FIRST IT HAD EVEN BEEN PROPOSED TO BAN INTELLIGENT DESIGN FROM THE EVENT, AS “POOR THEOLOGY AND POOR SCIENCE”. INTELLIGENT DESIGN WOULD BE DISCUSSED AT THE FRINGES OF THE CONFERENCE AT THE PONTIFICAL GREGORIAN UNIVERSITY, BUT MERELY AS A “CULTURAL PHENOMENON”, RATHER THAN A SCIENTIFIC OR THEOLOGICAL ISSUE, ORGANISERS SAID. 
THE CONFERENCE IS SEEN AS A LANDMARK IN RELATIONS BETWEEN FAITH AND SCIENCE. THREE YEARS AGO ADVOCATES OF INTELLIGENT DESIGN SEIZED ON THE POPE’S REFERENCE TO AN “INTELLIGENT PROJECT” AS PROOF THAT HE FAVOURED THEIR VIEWS. 
CONCEDING THAT THE CHURCH HAD BEEN HOSTILE TO DARWIN BECAUSE HIS THEORY APPEARED TO CONFLICT WITH THE ACCOUNT OF CREATION IN GENESIS, ARCHBISHOP RAVASI ARGUED YESTERDAY THAT BIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION AND THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF CREATION WERE COMPLEMENTARY. 
MARC LECLERC, WHO TEACHES NATURAL PHILOSOPHY AT THE GREGORIAN UNIVERSITY, SAID THAT NO SCHOLAR COULD “REMAIN INDIFFERENT” TO THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF DARWIN’S BIRTH TOMORROW. THERE WAS, HOWEVER, “NO QUESTION OF CELEBRATING” IT. 
THE VATICAN WOULD “TAKE THE MEASURE OF AN EVENT, WHICH HAS LEFT ITS MARK FOR EVER ON THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND HAS INFLUENCED THE WAY WE UNDERSTAND OUR HUMANITY”. THE “TIME HAS COME FOR A RIGOROUS AND OBJECTIVE VALUATION” OF DARWIN BY THE CHURCH, HE SAID. 
PROFESSOR LECLERC SAID THAT TOO MANY OPPONENTS OF DARWIN – ABOVE ALL CREATIONISTS – HAD MISTAKENLY CLAIMED THAT HIS THEORIES WERE “TOTALLY INCOMPATIBLE WITH A RELIGIOUS VISION OF REALITY”, AS DID PROPONENTS OF INTELLIGENT DESIGN. 
DARWIN’S THEORIES HAD NEVER BEEN FORMALLY CONDEMNED BY THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, MONSIGNOR RAVASI INSISTED. HIS REHABILITATION HAD BEGUN AS LONG AGO AS 1950, WHEN PIUS XII DESCRIBED EVOLUTION AS A VALID SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMANS. IN 1996 JOHN PAUL II SAID THAT IT WAS “MORE THAN A HYPOTHESIS”. 
FATHER GIUSEPPE TANZELLA-NITTI, PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY AT THE PONTIFICAL SANTA CROCE UNIVERSITY IN ROME, SAID THAT DARWIN HAD BEEN ANTICIPATED BY ST AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO. THE 4TH-CENTURY THEOLOGIAN HAD “NEVER HEARD THE TERM EVOLUTION, BUT KNEW THAT BIG FISH EAT SMALLER FISH” AND THAT FORMS OF LIFE HAD BEEN TRANSFORMED “SLOWLY OVER TIME”. AQUINAS HAD MADE SIMILAR OBSERVATIONS IN THE MIDDLE AGES, HE ADDED. 
HE SAID IT WAS TIME THAT THEOLOGIANS AS WELL AS SCIENTISTS GRAPPLED WITH THE MYSTERIES OF GENETIC CODES AND “WHETHER THE DIVERSIFICATION OF LIFE FORMS IS THE RESULT OF COMPETITION OR COOPERATION BETWEEN SPECIES”. AS FOR THE ORIGINS OF MAN, ALTHOUGH WE SHARED 97 PER CENT OF OUR “GENETIC INHERITANCE” WITH APES, THE REMAINING 3 PER CENT “IS WHAT MAKES US UNIQUE”, INCLUDING RELIGION. 
“I MAINTAIN THAT THE IDEA OF EVOLUTION HAS A PLACE IN CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY,” PROFESSOR TANZELLA-NITTI ADDED. 
CREATIONISM REMAINS POWERFUL IN THE US, HOWEVER, NOTABLY AMONG PROTESTANTS, AND ITS FOLLOWERS OBJECT TO EVOLUTION BEING TAUGHT IN STATE SCHOOLS. 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IS SEEKING TO BRING DARWIN BACK INTO THE FOLD WITH A PAGE ON ITS WEBSITE PAYING TRIBUTE TO HIS “FORGOTTEN” WORK IN HIS LOCAL PARISH, TO ILLUSTRATE HOW SCIENCE AND CHURCH NEED NOT BE AT ODDS. SEVERAL PAGES CELEBRATE DARWIN’S “SIGNIFICANT SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS” TO MARK HIS BICENTENARY AND ALSO THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF ON THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES. 
THE CHURCH WANTS TO CORRECT THE IMPRESSION THAT DARWIN’S RELATIONSHIP WITH ANGLICANISM WAS CONTENTIOUS. THE ANGLICAN CHURCH AS A WHOLE DID NOT CONDEMN DARWIN OR HIS BELIEFS. IT SAYS THAT ALTHOUGH HE LOST HIS FAITH, HE DID NOT BECOME ANTICHURCH OR ANTIRELIGIOUS.
*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES
ISAAC ASIMOV (1920 – 1992) 72 YEARS
HE WAS A RUSSIAN-BORN AMERICAN AUTHOR AND PROFESSOR OF BIOCHEMISTRY, BEST KNOWN FOR HIS WORKS OF SCIENCE FICTION AND FOR HIS POPULAR SCIENCE BOOKS. MOST OF ASIMOV'S POPULARIZED SCIENCE BOOKS EXPLAIN SCIENTIFIC CONCEPTS IN A HISTORICAL WAY, GOING AS FAR BACK AS POSSIBLE TO A TIME WHEN THE SCIENCE IN QUESTION WAS AT ITS SIMPLEST STAGE. HE OFTEN PROVIDES NATIONALITIES, BIRTH DATES, AND DEATH DATES FOR THE SCIENTISTS HE MENTIONS, AS WELL AS ETYMOLOGIES AND PRONUNCIATION GUIDES FOR TECHNICAL TERMS. EXAMPLES INCLUDE HIS GUIDE TO SCIENCE, THE THREE VOLUME SET UNDERSTANDING PHYSICS, AND ASIMOV'S CHRONOLOGY OF SCIENCE AND DISCOVERY.
"PROPERLY READ, THE BIBLE IS THE MOST POTENT FORCE FOR ATHEISM EVER CONCEIVED."
"THE MOST EXCITING PHRASE TO HEAR IN SCIENCE, THE ONE THAT HERALDS THE MOST DISCOVERIES, IS NOT 'EUREKA!' BUT 'THAT'S FUNNY."
"I BELIEVE IN EVIDENCE. I BELIEVE IN OBSERVATION, MEASUREMENT, AND REASONING, CONFIRMED BY INDEPENDENT OBSERVERS. I'LL BELIEVE ANYTHING, NO MATTER HOW WILD AND RIDICULOUS, IF THERE IS EVIDENCE FOR IT. THE WILDER AND MORE RIDICULOUS SOMETHING IS, HOWEVER, 	THE FIRMER AND MORE SOLID THE EVIDENCE WILL HAVE TO BE." 
