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LANDMARK FORUM
LANDMARK FORUM IS A LARGE GROUP AWARENESS TRAINING PROGRAM IN WHICH UP TO 150 PEOPLE TAKE A SEMINAR TOGETHER AIMED AT HELPING THEM REALIZE THEIR TRUE POTENTIAL.
LANDMARK FORUM BEGAN IN 1985 BY THOSE WHO HAD PURCHASED THE EST "TECHNOLOGY" FROM WERNER ERHARD. IN 1991 THE GROUP CHANGED ITS NAME TO LANDMARK EDUCATION CORPORATION (LEC), WHICH CONTINUES TO OFFER THE LANDMARK FORUM TRAINING, ALONG WITH SEVERAL OTHER PROGRAMS EMPHASIZING COMMUNICATION AND PRODUCTIVITY.  ERHARD'S BROTHER, HARRY ROSENBERG, HEADS LEC, WHICH DOES SOME $50 MILLION A YEAR IN BUSINESS AND HAS ATTRACTED SOME 300,000 PARTICIPANTS. LEC IS HEADQUARTERED IN SAN FRANCISCO, AS WAS EST, AND HAS 42 OFFICES IN 11 COUNTRIES. APPARENTLY, HOWEVER, ERHARD IS NOT INVOLVED IN THE OPERATION OF LEC.
LEC IS AIMED AT NEW AGE EXPLORERS OF THE 1990S, NOT THE FLOWER CHILDREN FROM THE 60S AND 70S WHO WERE ATTRACTED TO EST. THE SEARCH FOR "IT", WHICH CHARACTERIZED EST, IS OUT. ALSO OUT IS THE ZEN MASTER APPROACH OF EST, WHICH WAS OFTEN ABUSIVE, PROFANE, DEMEANING AND AUTHORITARIAN. THE FORUM IS APPARENTLY JUST AS AUTHORITARIAN AS EST BUT NOT AS PROFANE OR ABUSIVE.
LEC AIMS TO HELP PEOPLE TRANSFORM THEIR LIVES BY TEACHING THEM SPECIFIC COMMUNICATION AND LIFE SKILLS ALONG WITH SOME HEAVY PHILOSOPHICAL TRAINING. THE ADVERTISED GOALS OF LEC SEEM VERY GRAND AND VERY VAGUE. THE PROGRAMS ARE HAILED AS "ORIGINAL, INNOVATIVE AND EFFECTIVE." THEY "ALLOW PARTICIPANTS TO PRODUCE EXTRAORDINARY AND EVEN MIRACULOUS RESULTS, AND PROVIDE A USEFUL, PRACTICAL NEW FREEDOM WHICH BRINGS A QUALITY OF EFFECTIVENESS AND PLAN TO ONE'S EVERYDAY LIFE." LANDMARK IS DEDICATED TO "EMPOWERING PEOPLE IN GENERATING UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES AND MAKING A DIFFERENCE. OUR WORK PROVIDES LIMITLESS OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR INDIVIDUALS, RELATIONSHIPS, FAMILIES, COMMUNITIES, BUSINESSES, INSTITUTIONS AND SOCIETY AS A WHOLE." THEY ARE "SUCCESSFUL" AND "INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED." THEY ARE "COMMITTED TO GENERATING EXTRAORDINARY COMMUNICATION --POWERFUL LISTENING AND COMMITTED SPEAKING THAT RESULTS IN SELF-EXPRESSION AND FULFILLMENT." LANDMARK IS "EXCITING, CHALLENGING AND ENJOYABLE." "WELL BEING, SELF-EXPRESSION, ACCOUNTABILITY AND INTEGRITY ARE THE TENETS UPON WHICH WE STAND. THIS STAND LEADS TO OUR EXTRAORDINARY CUSTOMER, ASSISTANT AND EMPLOYEE SATISFACTION." AND, OF COURSE, LEC WANTS TO HELP YOU FULFILL ALL YOUR HUMAN POTENTIAL, YOUR "CAPACITY TO CREATE, GENERATE, INVENT AND DESIGN FROM NOTHING." [LANDMARK EDUCATION CHARTER]  
I HAVE NEVER ATTENDED A SESSION OF EITHER EST OR LANDMARK BUT FROM WHAT I CAN GATHER FROM THOSE WHO HAVE, THE EXPERIENCE IS NOT LIKELY TO BE DULL.  JILL P. CAPUZZO WRITES THAT "OTHER SEMINARS MAY OFFER SUPPORTIVE HUGS; THIS ONE HITS YOU BETWEEN THE EYES."  SHE ALSO CLAIMS THAT "ONE OF THE MOST IRRITATING ASPECTS OF THE FORUM IS THE HARD SELL TO SIGN UP FUTURE PARTICIPANTS. LEADERS ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO BRING FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO [A] SESSION TO HELP CELEBRATE THEIR NEWFOUND LOVE OF LIFE AND INVITE THEM TO ENROLL IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE WEEKEND." CAPUZZO CLAIMS THAT  20 PERCENT OF THE PARTICIPANTS IN HER SESSIONS BROUGHT VISITORS TO THE OPEN SESSION AND NEARLY HALF THE ORIGINAL PARTICIPANTS SIGNED UP FOR AN ADVANCED COURSE.
ANDY TESTA, ON THE OTHER HAND, POSTED AN ACCOUNT OF HIS EXPERIENCE WITH LANDMARK FORUM, IN WHICH HE CLAIMS THAT HE WAS HOUNDED BY RECRUITERS WHO INSISTED THAT HIS RESISTANCE WAS PROOF HE NEEDED THEIR HELP.
SOME PEOPLE CLAIM TO HAVE HAD BREAKDOWNS AFTER ATTENDING SUCH PROGRAMS AS LANDMARK FORUM [SEE LELL, WHO HAD ONE AFTER ATTENDING LANDMARK SESSIONS, AND ABSTRACTS OF ARTICLES IN PSYCHOLOGICAL JOURNALS CONCERNING EST AND THE FORUM]. ACCORDING TO ROBERT HOWE, STEPHANIE NEY, 45, CLAIMS THAT A TWO-DAY LANDMARK FORUM SEMINAR "STRIPPED HER OF HER NATURAL PSYCHOLOGICAL DEFENSES AND UNLEASHED THE SPECTER OF A FAILED RELATIONSHIP WITH HER FATHER," LEADING TO A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN AND COMMITMENT TO A PSYCHIATRIC CLINIC. YET, MANY OF THOSE WHO SEEK OUT CULTS LIKE SCIENTOLOGY OR SELF-HELP PROGRAMS SUCH AS LANDMARK ARE TROUBLED ALREADY. SOME ARE DEEPLY TROUBLED AND THE TRAINING MIGHT SEND THEM OVER THE EDGE. BUT WHOSE FAULT IS THAT? SUCH PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE GONE TO THE MOVIES AND BEEN PUSHED OVER THE EDGE, LIKE "HEINRICH POMMERENKE, WHO WAS A RAPIST, ABUSER, AND MASS SLAYER OF WOMEN IN GERMANY." HE "WAS PROMPTED TO HIS SERIES OF GHASTLY DEEDS BY CECIL B. DEMILLE'S THE TEN COMMANDMENTS."* (A WOMAN WHO TOOK EST WHEN SHE WAS 17 WROTE ME: "THE INTENT OF THESE SEMINARS IS TO DIG IN DEEPLY, WITHOUT PROVIDING ANY AFTERCARE. IN THAT SENSE, THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE. THEY ARE TAKING MONEY, KNOWING WHAT THEY ARE TRYING FOR, NOT ALLOWING PEOPLE'S NATURAL DEFENSES TO OPERATE THAT TELL THEM WHEN IT'S A GOOD IDEA TO DIG. THEN, THE PROGRAMMERS WALK AWAY. EVEN FOR NON-DEEPLY TROUBLED PEOPLE, THIS IS A CONCERN AND THE IMPACT CAN BE NEGATIVE." PROGRAMMERS SHOULD BE TRAINED TO HANDLE "TROUBLED" PEOPLE AND SHOULD KNOW THAT THEY CAN'T PUSH EVERY PARTICIPANT TO THE SAME DEGREE WITHOUT OCCASIONAL DISASTROUS RESULTS.)
ANOTHER PARTICIPANT DESCRIBES HIS FORUM EXPERIENCE AS "THE MOST POWERFUL AND DANGEROUS EXPERIENCE IN MY LIFE." HE CLAIMS THAT HE WAS SO DISORIENTED AFTER THE SEMINAR THAT HE COULDN'T WORK FOR THREE DAYS. HE CLAIMS THAT THOSE "THREE DAYS AFTER MY FORUM WERE A LIVING HELL, UNLIKE ANYTHING I HAD EXPERIENCED IN 21 YEARS OF FORMAL TRAINING AND SIX YEARS OF MEDICAL RESIDENCY IN NEW YORK CITY." HOWEVER, THIS PARTICIPANT ALSO SAID THAT HE WOULD DO IT AGAIN!
A HARE KRISHNA DEVOTEE ADVISES FELLOW SPIRITUAL TRAVELERS TO TAKE THE LEC TRAINING. HE CLAIMS THAT THE AVERAGE PERSON REPORTS THAT LANDMARK SEMINARS CHANGE LIVES FOR THE BETTER BY BRINGING ABOUT IMPROVED EFFECTIVENESS IN RELATING TO OTHERS, INCREASED PERSONAL PRODUCTIVITY, GREATER SELF-CONFIDENCE, HELP IN MAKING GOOD DECISIONS BY LEARNING HOW TO IDENTIFY WHAT'S REALLY IMPORTANT IN LIFE, AND HELP IN LEARNING HOW TO LIVE A MORE SATISFYING LIFE WITHOUT MAKING LIFE MORE COMPLICATED. HE THINKS LANDMARK CAN HELP PEOPLE ACHIEVE TRANSCENDENTAL REALIZATION. PAUL DERENGOWSKI, FORMERLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CULT-WATCH GROUP WATCHMAN.ORG, THINKS THAT LANDMARK "HAS THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS." SINCE THE TRAINING SEEMS TO EMPHASIZE THAT ONE'S PAST AND CURRENT BELIEFS ARE HINDERING SELF-GROWTH, IT IS EASY TO SEE WHY DEFENDERS OF TRADITIONAL RELIGIONS WOULD FEAR SUCH PROGRAMS AS LANDMARK FORUM. IN EFFECT, TO THOSE WHO ARE MEMBERS OF TRADITIONAL FAITHS, PROGRAMS SUCH AS LANDMARK ARE SAYING: YOUR RELIGION IS A HINDRANCE TO BECOMING YOUR TRUE SELF.
THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT MANY OF THOSE WHO SIGN UP FOR LGAT PROGRAMS SUCH AS LANDMARK FORUM ARE HAVING MAJOR PROBLEMS IN THEIR LIVES. Y. KLAR, R. MENDOLA, J. D. FISCHER, R. C. SILVER, J. M. CHINSKY AND B. GOFF, REPORTED IN THE JOURNAL OF CONSULTING & CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY [990;58(1):99-108] THAT A STUDY WAS CONDUCTED TO ASSESS THE PSYCHOSOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF INDIVIDUALS WHO BECOME INVOLVED IN LARGE GROUP AWARENESS TRAINING (LGAT) PROGRAMS. PROSPECTIVE PARTICIPANTS IN THE FORUM, WHICH HAS BEEN CLASSIFIED AS AN LGAT, WERE COMPARED WITH NONPARTICIPATING PEERS AND WITH AVAILABLE NORMATIVE SAMPLES ON MEASURES OF WELL-BEING, NEGATIVE LIFE EVENTS, SOCIAL SUPPORT, AND PHILOSOPHICAL ORIENTATION. RESULTS REVEALED THAT PROSPECTIVE PARTICIPANTS WERE SIGNIFICANTLY MORE DISTRESSED THAN PEER AND NORMATIVE SAMPLES OF COMMUNITY RESIDENTS AND HAD A HIGHER LEVEL OF IMPACT OF RECENT NEGATIVE LIFE EVENTS COMPARED WITH PEER (BUT NOT NORMATIVE) SAMPLES. 
PEOPLE WHO ARE HAVING PROBLEMS, ARE DISSATISFIED, FEEL UNFULFILLED, DESIRE DIRECTION, ETC., ARE THE KIND OF PEOPLE WHO SIGN UP FOR SEMINARS THAT WILL HELP THEM. IT IS ALMOST INEVITABLE THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF PEOPLE WHO WOULD GET INVOLVED BE IN SOME SORT OF DISTRESS. LIKEWISE, BY "REGRESSION" WE WOULD EXPECT MANY PEOPLE TO HAVE UPSWINGS AND EXPERIENCE FEWER PROBLEMS, BE MORE SATISFIED AND FULFILLED, FEEL LESS LOST, ETC., AFTER PERIODS OF DISTRESS. IT IS PREDICTABLE THAT MANY PARTICIPANTS IN SELF-GROWTH PROGRAMS WILL ATTRIBUTE THEIR SENSE OF IMPROVEMENT TO THE PROGRAMS THEY'VE TAKEN, BUT MUCH OF THEIR REASONING MAY BE POST HOC. FURTHERMORE, THEIR SENSE OF IMPROVEMENT MIGHT NOT BE MATCHED BY IMPROVED BEHAVIOR. JUST BECAUSE THEY FEEL THEY'VE BENEFITED DOESN'T MEAN THEY HAVE. RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT THE FEELINGS OF HAVING BENEFITED GREATLY FROM PARTICIPATION IN AN LGAT DO NOT CORRESPOND TO BENEFICIAL CHANGES IN BEHAVIOR (MICHAEL LANGONE, "LARGE GROUP AWARENESS TRAINING PROGRAMS," CULT OBSERVER, V. 15, N. 1, 1998).
WHILE SOME LANDMARK PARTICIPANTS MAY HAVE HAD BREAKDOWNS AFTER THEIR TRAINING, IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO INFER THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF EMOTIONALLY UNBALANCED PEOPLE ARE SIGNING UP FOR THE PROGRAM. "BASED ON PSYCHIC DISTRESS (SYMPTOMS) AND IMPAIRMENT MEASURES, THOSE WHO SOUGHT OUT GROWTH GROUPS WERE NOT OVERLY REPRESENTED BY THOSE WHO WERE PARTICULARLY DISTURBED OR IMPAIRED IN THEIR LIVES" (LEIBERMANN IN FUHRIMAN AND BURLINGAME 1994). 
IN FAIRNESS, IT IS ALSO POST HOC REASONING TO ASSUME THAT VERY DISTURBED INDIVIDUALS WHO DETERIORATE RAPIDLY AFTER ATTENDING LGAT SEMINARS, DO SO BECAUSE OF THEIR PARTICIPATION. THOSE IN NEED OF PSYCHOTHERAPY SHOULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN LGAT PROGRAMS. THEY MAY BE TOO INTENSE FOR THE EMOTIONALLY FRAGILE. IT IS NOT WITHOUT GOOD REASON THAT LANDMARK FORUM REQUIRES PROSPECTIVE PARTICIPANTS TO SIGN A STATEMENT DECLARING THAT, TO THE BEST OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE, THEY ARE MENTALLY AND PHYSICAL WELL. THIS GIVES NOTICE THAT THE PROGRAM IS NOT FOR THE MENTALLY OR PHYSICALLY UNSTABLE. IT ALSO MAY PROTECT LANDMARK FROM LEGAL ACTION SHOULD A CLIENT HAVE A BREAKDOWN AFTER ATTENDING THE FORUM, BUT THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT SUCH A SIGNED STATEMENT WOULD NECESSARY EXCULPATE LANDMARK SHOULD IT BE CHARGED WITH CAUSING SOMEONE'S MENTAL OR PHYSICAL BREAKDOWN.
THE TRAINING EMPHASIZES NOT ONLY HOW TO COMMUNICATE BETTER BUT HOW TO RELATE BETTER TO THOSE AROUND YOU, AS IT FORCES THE PARTICIPANT TO REFLECT ON AND EXAMINE HIS OR HER LIFE. SUCH COURSES, IF THEY ARE REALLY GOOD, WILL INSPIRE MANY PEOPLE TO CREATE THEMSELVES ANEW. MANY WILL SEE POSITIVE EFFECTS IMMEDIATELY. IN FACT, MANY ARE SO IMPRESSED THAT THEY WANT TO SHARE THE EXPERIENCE WITH OTHERS. THEY BECOME ZEALOTS AND RECRUITERS FOR THE PROGRAM. PART OF THEIR ZEALOTRY, HOWEVER, DERIVES FROM THE INTENSE PRESSURE PUT ON THEM TO BRING THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILY INTO THE PROGRAM, AND TO SIGN UP FOR FOLLOW-UP COURSES. THE MAIN MARKETING TOOL LANDMARK USES IS HIGH-PRESSURE DIRECT CONTACT WITH PARTICIPANTS, INCLUDING PHONE CALLS THAT BORDER ON HARASSMENT, ACCORDING TO SOME PARTICIPANTS. SOME CRITICS EVEN THINK THAT RECRUITMENT IS THE MAIN GOAL OF THE PROGRAM (FALTENMAYER).
THE VARIETIES OF THE LEC EXPERIENCE
FROM WHAT I HAVE READ BY THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN EST OR LANDMARK FORUM, THE EXPERIENCE IS AT MINIMUM DISRUPTING AND PROVOCATIVE, AT BEST LIFE TRANSFORMING. THIS WOULD INDICATE THAT SOMETHING REACHES DEEP INTO THE EMOTIONAL LIFE OF SOME PARTICIPANT'S. SOME, LIKE RABBI YISROEL PERSKY,  CLAIM THAT WHAT THEY ARE BEING GIVEN ARE LITTLE MORE THAN "COMMON-SENSE CONCEPTS CLOAKED IN ESOTERIC PACKAGING" (FALTENMAYER). BUT WHAT IS COMMON-SENSE TO AN EDUCATED AND WELL-READ PERSON (IN THE FIELDS OF PSYCHOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY, AND COMMUNICATION ARTS), MAY SEEM LIKE GOLDEN INSIGHTS TO OTHERS. YET, WHILE THERE MUST BE SOMETHING OF SUBSTANCE TO THE CONTENT OF THE MESSAGE (CULLED FROM THE GREAT MINDS, AFTER ALL) THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MESSENGER AND THE WAY THE MESSAGE IS DELIVERED CANNOT BE OVERESTIMATED. THE MESSENGER MUST BE BELIEVABLE. HE OR SHE MUST APPEAR SINCERE. HE MUST EXUDE CONFIDENCE. SHE MUST KNOW HOW TO USE HER VOICE AND BODY TO GET HER MESSAGE ACROSS. HE MUST BE A MASTER OF COMMUNICATION SKILLS. SHE MUST HAVE WIT AND HUMOR. HE MUST BE A RACONTEUR. SHE MUST NOT ONLY TALK THE TALK BUT APPEAR TO CLEARLY WALK THE WALK AS WELL. AND HE MUST DO IT WITH A LARGE GROUP AND UTILIZE THE ENERGY AND ENTHUSIASM OF THE GROUP MEMBERS TO INFECT EACH OTHER. IF SHE OR HE IS SUCCESSFUL, THE PARTICIPANTS WILL LEAVE CHARGED UP AND READY TO TAKE ON THE WORLD. THE REVIVAL WILL HAVE REVIVED THEM. THEY WILL LEAVE RUNNING ON SIXTEEN CYLINDERS. THEY WILL BE TUNED UP, TURBOCHARGED, AND EMPOWERED TO CHANGE THEIR LIVES.
THAT IS WHY SO MANY PEOPLE FEEL THEY HAVE BENEFITED FROM PROGRAMS SUCH AS LANDMARK FORUM, NEURO-LINGUISTIC PROGRAMMING, EST (OR EVEN SCIENTOLOGY OR AMWAY). THE PROGRAMS HAVE GIVEN PEOPLE A POSITIVE DIRECTION AND FOCUS, AND SURROUNDED THEM WITH LIKE-MINDED FOLKS FOR REINFORCEMENT. THEY HAVE HELPED THEM ACHIEVE PEACE OF MIND OR TO ACCOMPLISH GOALS THEY HAD BEEN UNABLE TO ACCOMPLISH HERETOFORE. THEY HAVE HELPED WITH PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OR HELPED THEM JUSTIFY GETTING OUT OF RELATIONSHIPS WITH THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILY. THE PROGRAM HAS FORCED THEM TO BE MORE SELF-CONSCIOUS, FORCED THEM TO THINK AND EXAMINE THEIR LIVES, SOMETHING MOST PEOPLE DON'T DO ON AN ORDINARY TUESDAY. ANY TIME A RATIONAL PERSON REFLECTS ON HIS OR HER LIFE, OR ON SOME OF THE BIGGER ISSUES IN LIFE, IT FEELS GOOD OR IT PUTS THINGS IN PERSPECTIVE. EITHER WAY, IT IS USUALLY SATISFYING. 
MANY WHO TAKE THE LEC TRAINING FEEL THAT LANDMARK FORUM HAS GIVEN THEM THE POWER AND SELF-ESTEEM THEY LACKED. SOME OF THE GOOD FEELING AND CARRYOVER IN BEHAVIOR MAY BE LONG-LASTING, OR IT MAY BE TEMPORARY, LIKE THE RUSH THAT FOLLOWS AN INSPIRATIONAL MEETING, OR THE NEW PERCEPTION OF REALITY THAT FOLLOWS AN INTENSE EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE. MUCH OF THE IMPROVEMENT IN FEELING MAY BE DUE TO PREDICTABLE REGRESSION AND MIGHT EXPLAIN THE URGE OF MANY PARTICIPANTS TO WANT TO TAKE THE FOLLOW-UP COURSES AND ADVANCED SEMINARS. THESE CAN GET QUITE COSTLY. FOR EXAMPLE: LEC OFFERS AN ADVANCED COURSE FOR $700 AND  TWO ADVANCED COURSES ON COMMUNICATION AND POWER FOR $1,050. LEC CHARGES $1,700 FOR THE WISDOM PROGRAM.
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT
THE HUBBLE TELESCOPE
10/30/08
THE HUBBLE HAS PERFECT VISION AGAIN. NASA TODAY RELEASED THE FIRST PHOTOS TAKEN BY THE SPACE TELESCOPE SINCE AN INSTRUMENTAL GLITCH PUT IT OUT OF COMMISSION LAST MONTH, SPACE.COM REPORTS. ENGINEERS FIXED THE PROBLEM THIS WEEK, THEN GOT PHOTOS OF A PAIR OF GALAXIES ABOUT 400 MILLION LIGHT-YEARS FROM EARTH. THE TWO GALAXIES LOOK A BIT LIKE THE NUMBER 10, LEADING MISSION SPECIALISTS TO CALL HUBBLE'S FEAT A "PERFECT 10." 
"THE IMAGE DEMONSTRATED THAT THE CAMERA IS WORKING EXACTLY AS IT WAS BEFORE GOING OFFLINE," SAID NASA. THE AGENCY ALSO SAID TODAY THAT A SHUTTLE MISSION TO SERVICE THE TELESCOPE, POSTPONED WHEN THE RECENT GLITCH SURFACED, WON'T TAKE PLACE UNTIL MAY AT THE EARLIEST. ONCE THAT IS COMPLETED, HUBBLE SHOULD BE GOOD TO GO UNTIL 2013.
*************************************************************
THE ARENA GOES ABROAD
TANZANIAN ALBINOS MURDERED
11/4/08
TANZANIAN ALBINOS ARE LIVING IN TERROR FOLLOWING 30 MURDERS IN THE EAST AFRICAN NATION BY PEOPLE APPARENTLY SEEKING THEIR BODY PARTS FOR WITCHCRAFT, A CAMPAIGNER SAID YESTERDAY.
THE GOVERNMENT SAYS MOST OF THE KILLINGS HAVE HAPPENED IN THE PAST 10 MONTHS. THE LATEST THREE OCCURRED JUST AFTER A RALLY HELD IN DAR ES SALAAM LAST MONTH TO DENOUNCE THE PRACTICE. 
"OUR BIGGEST FEAR RIGHT NOW IS THE FEAR OF LIVING. IF YOU LEAVE WORK AT NIGHT AS AN ALBINO, YOU ARE UNSURE OF REACHING HOME SAFELY. WHEN YOU SLEEP, YOU ARE UNSURE OF WAKING UP IN ONE PIECE," SAID ZIHADA MSEMBO, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE TANZANIA ALBINO SOCIETY. "WE MARCHED, THE PRESIDENT RECEIVED US AND WE SAID 'NOW WE CAN HAVE SOME PEACE' AND SLEPT SOUNDLY THAT NIGHT. NEXT MORNING, WE HEAR YET ANOTHER ALBINO WAS KILLED THAT VERY NIGHT."
THE KILLERS SELL BODY PARTS SUCH AS ARMS, LEGS, HAIR, SKIN AND GENITALS, ACCORDING TO POLICE AND ALBINO GROUPS. LAST MONTH PRESIDENT JAKAYA KIKWETE SAID THOSE INVOLVED IN WITCHCRAFT, ESPECIALLY IN MINING AND FISHING INDUSTRIES, BELIEVED THESE THINGS WOULD ENRICH THEM AND CALLED IT A "STUPID BELIEF". LOCAL MEDIA HAVE REPORTED SEVERAL INCIDENTS OF VICTIMS WHO WERE LEFT BLEEDING TO DEATH.
"THEY ARE CUTTING US UP LIKE CHICKENS," MSEMBO SAID, WHILE POINTING TO A PICTURE ON A WALL IN HER CRAMPED OFFICE OF A LIMBLESS BODY WITH THE SKIN ON ITS FACE PEELED OFF FROM AN INCIDENT IN 2007.
ALBINISM IS THE LACK OF PIGMENTATION IN EYES, SKIN OR HAIR, MAKING PEOPLE WITH THE CONDITION MORE VULNERABLE TO THE SUN'S ULTRAVIOLET RAYS. TANZANIA HAS MORE THAN 200,000 ALBINO PEOPLE IN ITS POPULATION OF 40 MILLION.
THE LATEST KILLINGS HAVE BROUGHT TANZANIA - REPUTED FOR ITS RELATIVE STABILITY IN THE REGION - UNWANTED INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION. IT WAS THE SUBJECT OF A SEPTEMBER RESOLUTION IN THE EU PARLIAMENT CONDEMNING THE MURDERS.
*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES
HIPPOCRATES OF COS (460 BCE – 370 BCE) 90 YEARS!
HE WAS AN ANCIENT GREEK PHYSICIAN OF THE AGE OF PERICLES, AND WAS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING FIGURES IN THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE. HE IS REFERRED TO AS THE "FATHER OF MEDICINE" IN RECOGNITION OF HIS LASTING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD AS THE FOUNDER OF THE HIPPOCRATIC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE. THIS INTELLECTUAL SCHOOL REVOLUTIONIZED MEDICINE IN ANCIENT GREECE, ESTABLISHING IT AS A DISCIPLINE DISTINCT FROM OTHER FIELDS THAT IT HAD TRADITIONALLY BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH (NOTABLY THEURGY AND PHILOSOPHY), THUS MAKING MEDICINE A PROFESSION.
HOWEVER, THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE WRITERS OF THE CORPUS, THE PRACTITIONERS OF HIPPOCRATIC MEDICINE, AND THE ACTIONS OF HIPPOCRATES HIMSELF ARE OFTEN COMMINGLED; THUS VERY LITTLE IS KNOWN ABOUT WHAT HIPPOCRATES ACTUALLY THOUGHT, WROTE, AND DID. NEVERTHELESS, HIPPOCRATES IS COMMONLY PORTRAYED AS THE PARAGON OF THE ANCIENT PHYSICIAN. IN PARTICULAR, HE IS CREDITED WITH GREATLY ADVANCING THE SYSTEMATIC STUDY OF CLINICAL MEDICINE, SUMMING UP THE MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE OF PREVIOUS SCHOOLS, AND PRESCRIBING PRACTICES FOR PHYSICIANS THROUGH THE HIPPOCRATIC OATH AND OTHER WORKS.
"MEN THINK EPILEPSY DIVINE, MERELY BECAUSE THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND IT. BUT IF THEY CALLED EVERYTHING DIVINE WHICH THEY  DO NOT UNDERSTAND, 	WHY, THERE WOULD BE NO END OF DIVINE THINGS."
