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ICA STONES
"IN THE VICINITY OF THE VILLAGE OF OCUCAJE AND ICA, IN PERU, A COLLECTION OF ROUNDED STONES . . . HAS BEEN AMASSED BY DR. JAVIER CABRERA....THE PEOPLE ARE SHOWN HUNTING OR STRUGGLING WITH A VARIETY OF MONSTERS THAT RESEMBLE BRONTOSAURS, TRICERATOPS, STEGOSAURS, AND PTERODACTYLS . . . HUMAN BEINGS ARE PORTRAYED AS HAVING DOMESTICATED ANIMALS THAT APPEAR TO BE DINOSAURS AND ARE USING THEM FOR TRANSPORTATION AND WARFARE. PEOPLE ARE SHOWN USING TELESCOPES, LOOKING AT THE STARS, AND PERFORMING SURGERY" (CHARLES BERLITZ, ATLANTIS, THE EIGHTH CONTINENT, 1984, PP.193-194).
THE ICA STONES ARE A COLLECTION OF  STONES ALLEGEDLY DISCOVERED IN A CAVE NEAR ICA, PERU. THE ANDESITE STONES HAVE HAD THEIR OXIDIZED SURFACES ENGRAVED WITH DEPICTIONS THAT CALL INTO QUESTION JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING SCIENCE HAS TAUGHT US ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF OUR PLANET, OURSELVES, AND OTHER SPECIES. FOR EXAMPLE, SOME OF THE STONES DEPICT MEN (WHO LOOK LIKE ANCIENT INCAS OR AZTECS) ATTACKING HUGE STYLIZED MONSTERS WITH AXES. THE MONSTERS ARE SAID TO BE DINOSAURS. (ONE FILM PRODUCTION COMPANY GOES SO FAR AS TO CLAIM THAT THE MONSTERS ON THE STONES ARE "REALISTIC DEPICTIONS OF STEGOSAURUS, TYRANNOSAURUS REX AND PTERODACTYLS.")
THE CAVE WHERE THE STONES WERE ALLEGEDLY DISCOVERED HAS NEVER BEEN IDENTIFIED, MUCH LESS EXAMINED BY SCIENTISTS. SKEPTICS CONSIDER THE STONES TO BE A PATHETIC HOAX, CREATED FOR A GULLIBLE TOURIST TRADE. NEVERTHELESS, THREE GROUPS IN PARTICULAR HAVE ENDEAVORED TO SUPPORT THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE STONES: (A) THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT EXTRATERRESTRIALS ARE AN INTIMATE PART OF EARTH'S "REAL" HISTORY; (B) FUNDAMENTALIST CREATIONISTS WHO DROOL AT THE THOUGHT OF ANY POSSIBLE ERROR MADE BY ANTHROPOLOGISTS, ARCHAEOLOGISTS, EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGISTS, ETC.; AND (C) THE MYTHO-HISTORIANS WHO CLAIM THAT ANCIENT MYTHS ARE ACCURATE HISTORICAL RECORDS TO BE UNDERSTOOD LITERALLY.
THE ICA STONE CRAZE BEGAN IN 1996 WITH DR. JAVIER CABRERA DARQUEA, A PERUVIAN PHYSICIAN WHO ALLEGEDLY ABANDONED A CAREER IN MEDICINE IN LIMA TO OPEN UP THE MUSEO DE PIEDRAS GRABADAS  (ENGRAVED STONES MUSEUM) IN ICA. THERE HE DISPLAYS HIS COLLECTION OF SEVERAL THOUSAND STONES. DR. CABRERA CLAIMS THAT A FARMER FOUND THE STONES IN A CAVE. THE FARMER WAS ARRESTED FOR SELLING THE STONES TO TOURISTS. HE TOLD THE POLICE THAT HE DIDN'T REALLY FIND THEM IN A CAVE, BUT THAT HE MADE THEM HIMSELF. OTHER MODERN ICA ARTISTS, HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO CARVE STONES AND SELL FORGERIES OF THE FARMER'S FORGERIES. IN 1975, BASILIO UCHUYA AND IRMA GUTIERREZ DE APARCANA CLAIMED THAT THEY SOLD CABRERA STONES THEY'D GRAVED THEMSELVES AND THAT THEY'D CHOSEN THEIR SUBJECT MATTER BY COPYING FROM "COMIC BOOKS, SCHOOL BOOKS, AND MAGAZINES" (POLIDORO 2002).
DR. CABRERA'S MUSEUM IS LISTED AS A TOURIST SITE BY THE PERUVIAN NATIONAL CHAMBER OF TOURISM, THOUGH THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE STONES IS LEFT OPEN. ACCORDING TO THE CHAMBER OF TOURISM, THE MUSEUM HAS AN EXHIBITION OF ENGRAVED STONES DEPICTING -SUPPOSEDLY - THOUSAND OF YEARS OF HUMAN ACTIVITIES. BASED UPON THE FOUND PIECES, COLLECTION OWNER DOCTOR JAVIER CABRERA, HOLDS A THEORY ACCORDING TO WHICH ICA WAS THE SEAT OF THE FIRST PERUVIAN CULTURE.
DR. CABRERA'S AUTHORITY IN THE MATTER OF THE STONES SEEMS TO HAVE ORIGINATED FROM HIS DECLARATION THAT A PARTICULAR STONE DEPICTS AN EXTINCT FISH. THE DEPICTION IS STYLIZED, AS ARE MOST OF THE DRAWINGS OF ANCIENT PERUVIAN CULTURES. IT MUST BE ADMITTED THAT KNOWLEDGE OF EXTINCT FISH IS RARE AMONG PHYSICIANS, EVEN THOSE WHO HAVE STUDIED BIOLOGY. THOSE WHO ARE IMPRESSED WITH THIS KNOWLEDGE OF EXTINCT FISH DON'T SEEM TO BE INTERESTED IN EXACTLY WHAT FISH THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE, WHEN IT BECAME EXTINCT, OR WHAT THE TELLTALE MARKS ARE THAT ALLOW FOR THIS IDENTIFICATION.
IT IS ARGUED BY THE EXTRATERRESTRIALITES AND THE CREATIONISTS THAT THIS DEPICTION OF AN EXTINCT FISH PROVES EITHER THAT THE INDIANS WHO MADE THESE STONES WERE GIVEN INFORMATION BY ALIENS ABOUT EXTINCT FISH (FOR THEY COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE FOUND ANY FOSSILS AND COPIED THE FOSSILS) OR THAT THE TIMELINE THAT PLACES EXTINCTIONS OF ANIMALS LIKE THIS FISH MILLIONS OF YEARS IN THE PAST ARE CLEARLY WRONG. THE INDIANS LIVED WITHIN THE PAST MILLENNIUM OR TWO, AND SO THE EXTINCTIONS MUST BE RECENT.
IT IS ARGUED BY THE MYTH-IS-HISTORYITES THAT SINCE THE STONES DEPICT MEN ATTACKING MONSTERS, MONSTERS MUST REALLY HAVE EXISTED AND MEN MUST REALLY HAVE ATTACKED THEM. THUS, EITHER HUMANS EXISTED DURING THE JURASSIC PERIOD OR DINOSAURS EXISTED UNTIL VERY RECENTLY. IT IS ARGUED BY ALL OF THE ABOVE THAT THIS MEANS THAT EVOLUTIONISTS ARE WRONG. FURTHERMORE, THE FACT THAT THEY WON'T ADMIT THAT THEY ARE WRONG PROVES THAT THERE IS A CONSPIRACY AMONG SCIENTISTS TO KEEP THE TRUTH FROM THE PUBLIC IN ORDER TO DUPE US INTO BELIEVING THINGS THAT ARE INCONSISTENT WITH BOTH THE NOTION THAT GOD CREATED ALL SPECIES A FEW THOUSAND YEARS AGO AND THAT WE ARE ALL DESCENDENTS OF ALIENS. (NOTE: THESE ARE THE SAME SCIENTISTS WHO HAVE KEPT THE TRUTH FROM US ABOUT THE REALITY OF THE MONSTERS DEPICTED IN STORIES, ON VASES, AND ON TEMPLES IN ANCIENT GREECE, INDIA, ETC. THEY HAVE ALSO KEPT FROM US THE TRUTH ABOUT THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS BUILDING PYRAMIDS AS RADIO TOWERS. THERE ARE MANY OTHER THINGS THESE WICKED SCIENTISTS HAVE HIDDEN FROM US, SUCH AS THAT IN 75,000,000 B.C. XENU ORDERED A NUCLEAR ATTACK ON OUR PLANET.)
CABRERA HAS HIS OWN THEORY ABOUT THE CREATORS OF THE STONES. HIS THEORY IS BASED UPON THE PREMISE THAT THE STONES ARE NOT A HOAX. THIS IS UNDERSTANDABLE, SINCE, IF THE STONES ARE A HOAX, CABRERA IS ONE OF THE KEY HOAXERS. CABRERA'S THEORY IS THAT THE STONES DEPICT THE FIRST PERUVIAN CULTURE AS AN EXTREMELY ADVANCED TECHNOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION. HOW ADVANCED? THE STONES ALLEGEDLY DEPICT OPEN-HEART SURGERY, BRAIN TRANSPLANTS, TELESCOPES, FLYING MACHINES, ETC. WHEN DID THEY EXIST? THEY CAME FROM THE PLEIADES ABOUT ONE MILLION YEARS AGO. HOW DOES HE KNOW THIS? THAT IS ANYBODY'S GUESS, BUT YOU CAN READ ABOUT IT IN CABRERA'S BOOK THE MESSAGE OF THE ENGRAVED STONES OF ICA. 
WHY DON'T SCIENTISTS SIMPLY DATE THE STONES AND SETTLE THE MATTER? STONES WITHOUT ORGANIC MATERIAL TRAPPED IN THEM CAN ONLY BE DATED BY DATING THE ORGANIC MATERIAL IN THE STRATA IN WHICH THEY ARE FOUND. SINCE CABRERA'S STONES COME FROM SOME MYSTERY CAVE WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN IDENTIFIED, MUCH LESS EXCAVATED, THERE IS NO WAY TO DATE THEM.
THAT NO ONE HAS EVER FOUND ANY OTHER REMNANT OF THIS GREAT CULTURE SHOULD BE TROUBLESOME, HOWEVER. SUCH A GREAT SOCIETY MIGHT HAVE LEFT AT LEAST SOME GARBAGE OR SOME RUINS, MAYBE EVEN A BONE OR TWO, A GRAVE HERE OR THERE, OR A TEMPLE, A HOSPITAL, AN OBSERVATORY, AN AIRPORT. BUT THIS GREAT CIVILIZATION, UNLIKE EVERY OTHER GREAT CIVILIZATION OF THE PAST (EXCEPT ATLANTIS, OF COURSE!) HAS VANISHED WITHOUT A TRACE, EXCEPT FOR CABRERA'S STONES. OF COURSE, THERE ARE THE NAZCA LINES. UNFORTUNATELY, THE CREATORS OF THE NAZCA FIGURES DIDN'T DEPICT ANY INDIANS ATTACKING DINOSAURS OR DOING BRAIN TRANSPLANTS, SOMETHING WHICH MIGHT HAVE TIED THE ICA STONES TO THE NAZCA LINES IN THIS EXCITING NEW FIELD OF "ALTERNATIVE SCIENCE".
THERE IS, OF COURSE, AN EXPLANATION FOR THE CLEANLINESS OF THIS GREAT PEOPLE. THEY WERE ABLE TO EXIST LONG ENOUGH TO HUNT DINOSAURS AND BUILD SPACECRAFT (WHEN THEY WERE NOT DOING BRAIN TRANSPLANTS) AND YET LEAVE NOTHING BEHIND BUT A CAVE FULL OF ARTISTIC SCRATCHES ON STONES BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT FROM THIS PLANET. THEY LEFT (AND PRESUMABLY TOOK EVERYTHING WITH THEM), LEAVING BEHIND ONLY THE STONES AS A KIND OF PUZZLE FOR LATER GENERATIONS OF STUPID HUMANS TO SOLVE. MAYBE THEY WENT ON TO NAZCA OR TO LUBAANTUN TO CREATE MORE PUZZLES. MAYBE THESE ALIENS ARE GIVING US AN I.Q. TEST. OR THE STONES MAY BE ANOTHER TEST OF FAITH GIVEN TO MANKIND BY THE GOD OF THE BIBLE. OR MAYBE THEY'RE JUST A HOAX.
THE PROOF THAT THE STONES ARE NOT A HOAX, SAYS DR. CABRERA, IS IN THEIR NUMBER. THERE ARE TOO MANY STONES FOR A SINGLE FARMER, OR EVEN A COLLECTIVE OF HOAXERS, TO HAVE SCRATCHED OUT. HE CLAIMS THAT THE LOCALS HAVE UNEARTHED ABOUT 50,000 STONES AND THAT THEY SHOWED HIM A "TUNNEL" WHERE THERE ARE ANOTHER 100,000. HOWEVER, SO FAR NO SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION, OR EVEN A FILM CREW LED BY CHARLTON HESTON OF THE MYSTERIOUS "MYSTERIOUS ORIGINS OF MAN" SPECTACLE, HAS SET OUT TO EXPLORE THIS TUNNEL.
FURTHERMORE, SAYS CABRERA, WHO APPARENTLY FANCIES HIMSELF AN EXPERT ON VOLCANIC STONE AS WELL AS ON EXTINCT FISH, ANDESITE IS TOO HARD TO CARVE WELL BY MERE MORTALS USING STONE TOOLS. TRUE, BUT THE STONES AREN'T CARVED. THEY ARE GRAVED, I.E., A SURFACE LAYER OF OXIDATION HAS BEEN SCRATCHED AWAY. DR. CABRERA ASSUMES THAT THE CREATORS OF THE STONES ONLY HAD STONE TOOLS AVAILABLE TO THEM. THE INCA, MAYA AND AZTEC CULTURES ALL HAD ADVANCED METALLURGY BY THE TIME THE SPANISH ARRIVED. CABRERA AND THE ICA LOCALS CERTAINLY HAVE MORE THAN STONE TOOLS AVAILABLE TO THEM. BASILIO EXPLAINED HOW HE AND IRMA ACHIEVED THE "ANCIENT" LOOK ON THEIR STONES: THEY LAID OUT THE GRAVED STONES IN A CHICKEN PEN AND THE "CHICKENS DID THE REST" (POLIDORO 2002).
ARE THE STONES AUTHENTIC? IF BY AUTHENTIC ONE MEANS THAT THEY WERE ENGRAVED BY PRE-COLUMBIANS, THEN THE ANSWER HAS TO BE AN UNQUALIFIED "NOT ALL OF THEM." SOME ENGRAVED STONES ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT BACK TO SPAIN IN THE 16TH CENTURY. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOME OF THE STONES ARE TRULY EXAMPLES OF PRE-COLUMBIAN ART. HOWEVER, IT IS KNOWN THAT SOME SUCH STONES ARE FORGERIES. TOURISTS, NOT JUST IN PERU, BUT EVERYWHERE ON EARTH WHERE THERE ARE ANTIQUITIES, HAVE BEEN SUCKERS FOR FORGERIES. LOCAL CON ARTISANS ARE AWARE OF THE MARKET FOR "FORBIDDEN" ANTIQUITIES. (I MYSELF AM THE PROUD OWNER OF A SHARD SOLD TO ME IN ARIZONA BY A YOUNG NATIVE AMERICAN AS AN AUTHENTIC "ILLEGAL" PIECE OF ANASAZI POTTERY. A COLLEAGUE HAS SOME NICE FORGERIES FROM EGYPT MADE TO LOOK OLD BY DIPPING THEM IN MOTOR OIL AND TORCHING THEM.) PRE-COLUMBIANS CERTAINLY WERE FASCINATED WITH MONSTERS, AS WERE ANCIENT EUROPEAN CULTURES, BUT DO THE STONES DEPICT DINOSAURS? THAT IS OPEN TO INTERPRETATION. IF THEY DO DEPICT DINOSAURS AND HUMANS TOGETHER WHAT IS MORE LIKELY? THAT THEY ARE ACCURATE HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS OR THAT THEY ARE PART OF A CLEVER HOAX? IN LIGHT OF THE LACK OF CORROBORATING EVIDENCE, A REASONABLE PERSON MUST CONCLUDE THAT THE STONES ARE A HOAX.
CABRERA'S STORY DOES NOT HAVE THE RING OF VERISIMILITUDE ABOUT IT, THOUGH IT DOES HAVE A CERTAIN CHARM. THE STORY CERTAINLY HAS FOUND SEVERAL READY AUDIENCES WHO HAVE FOUND A NICHE IN THEIR OWN BELIEF SYSTEMS FOR THE STONES. NEVER MIND THAT THE BELIEF SYSTEMS NOT ONLY CONTRADICT ONE ANOTHER, BUT ARE ALSO CONTRARY TO THE PREPONDERANCE OF THE SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE. CREATIONISTS, MYTHOHISTORIANS, AND EXTRATERRESTRIALISTS ARE IN A JIHAD AGAINST BELIEF IN EVOLUTION WHERE APPARENTLY IT IS ONE'S DUTY TO MAKE THE PREPOSTEROUS SEEM PLAUSIBLE.
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT
10/15/08
MEET THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE FAMILY TREE: A 9-FOOT FISH THAT LIVED 375 MILLION YEARS AGO. SCIENTISTS SAY ITS FOSSIL IS PROVIDING THE BEST LOOK TO DATE AT HOW CREATURES MADE THE TRANSITION FROM WATER TO LAND, THE NEW YORK TIMES REPORTS. THE “FISHAPOD”—THOUGHT TO BE THE PREDECESSOR OF AMPHIBIANS, DINOSAURS, MAMMALS, AND HUMANS—DIDN’T SIMPLY MORPH ITS GILLS INTO LIMBS. IT GREW A NECK, POSSIBLY THE WORLD'S FIRST, AND ITS HEAD AND BRAINCASE SIMILARLY CHANGED TO SUIT LIFE ON LAND. 
“WE SEE THAT CRANIAL FEATURES ONCE ASSOCIATED WITH LAND-LIVING ANIMALS WERE FIRST ADAPTATIONS FOR LIFE IN SHALLOW WATER,” SAID ONE AUTHOR OF THE STUDY IN NATURE. ANOTHER FIND FROM THE SO-CALLED TIKTAALIK, FOUND IN THE NUNAVUT REGION OF CANADA A FEW YEARS AGO: A SMALL BONE USED FOR UNDERWATER FEEDING AND BREATHING BEGAN A SHIFT TOWARD ITS NEW ROLE FOR HEARING. 
*************************************************************
THE ARENA GOES ABROAD
4,300-YEAR-OLD TOMBS UNVEILED NEAR CAIRO
12/22/08  
A PAIR OF 4,300-YEAR-OLD PHARAONIC TOMBS DISCOVERED AT SAQQARA INDICATE THAT THE SPRAWLING NECROPOLIS SOUTH OF CAIRO IS EVEN LARGER THAN PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT, EGYPT'S TOP ARCHAEOLOGIST SAID TODAY. "WE ANNOUNCE TODAY A MAJOR, IMPORTANT DISCOVERY AT SAQQARA, THE DISCOVERY OF TWO NEW TOMBS DATING BACK TO 4,300 YEARS AGO," HE SAID. "THE DISCOVERY OF THE TWO TOMBS ARE THE BEGINNING OF A BIG, LARGE CEMETERY." 
THE ROCK-CUT TOMBS WERE BUILT FOR HIGH OFFICIALS—ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE QUARRIES USED TO BUILD THE NEARBY PYRAMIDS AND ANOTHER FOR A WOMAN IN CHARGE OF PROCURING ENTERTAINERS FOR THE PHARAOHS. THE DISCOVERY INDICATES THAT THERE IS EVEN MORE TO THE VAST NECROPOLIS OF SAQQARA, LOCATED 12 MILES SOUTH OF THE CAPITAL, CAIRO, HE ADDED. 
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? BECAUSE ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, GOD FLOODED THE EARTH 4,300 YEARS AGO AND ONLY LEFT 8 PEOPLE ALIVE.
*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

GLORIA MARIE STEINEM (BORN MARCH 25, 1934) IS AN AMERICAN FEMINIST ICON, JOURNALIST, AND SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ACTIVIST. RISING TO NATIONAL PROMINENCE IN THE 1970S, SHE BECAME A LEADING POLITICAL LEADER OF THE DECADE, AND ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT HEADS OF THE SECOND-WAVE OF THE WOMEN'S RIGHTS MOVEMENT. SHE IS THE FOUNDER AND ORIGINAL PUBLISHER OF MS. MAGAZINE, THE FOUNDER OF THE PRO-CHOICE ORGANIZATION CHOICE USA, CO-FOUNDER OF THE WOMEN'S MEDIA CENTER, AND WAS AN INFLUENTIAL CO-CONVENER OF THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS.
"SPIRITUALITY CELEBRATES LIFE, RELIGION CELEBRATES LIFE AFTER DEATH."
