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BRAIN GYM® (EDUCATIONAL KINESIOLOGY)
HERE IS AN UNSUBSTANTIATED CLAIM FROM A BRAIN GYM FLYER:
BRAIN GYM® ... BUILDS, ENHANCES OR RESTORES NATURAL NEURAL PATHWAYS IN THE BODY AND BRAIN TO ASSIST NATURAL LEARNING.
BRAIN GYM IS A SET OF MOVEMENT ACTIVITIES SUCH AS "CRAWLING, DRAWING, TRACING SYMBOLS IN THE AIR, YAWNING, AND DRINKING WATER" THAT, ACCORDING TO THE BRAIN GYM WEBSITE, ARE SAID TO HELP CHILDREN, ADULTS, AND SENIORS TO: 
LEARN ANYTHING FASTER AND MORE EASILY 
PERFORM BETTER AT SPORTS 
BE MORE FOCUSED AND ORGANIZED 
START AND FINISH PROJECTS WITH EASE 
OVERCOME LEARNING CHALLENGES 
REACH NEW LEVELS OF EXCELLENCE 
THE BASIC IDEA BEHIND BRAIN GYM IS THAT THE BRAIN WILL DEVELOP, AND LEARNING WILL BE ENHANCED, BY CERTAIN BODILY MOVEMENTS. BRAIN GYM WAS CREATED IN THE 1970’S BY DR. PAUL DENNISON AND GAIL E. DENNISON, WHO "WERE SEEKING MORE EFFECTIVE WAYS TO HELP CHILDREN AND ADULTS WHO HAD BEEN IDENTIFIED AS 'LEARNING DISABLED.' THEY DREW FROM A LARGE BODY OF RESEARCH BY DEVELOPMENTAL SPECIALISTS WHO HAD BEEN EXPERIMENTING WITH USING PHYSICAL MOVEMENT TO ENHANCE LEARNING ABILITY." THEY CALLED THEIR WORK "EDUCATIONAL KINESIOLOGY." PAUL WORKED WITH CHIROPRACTOR RICHARD TYLER, A FRIEND OF ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER'S AND A PROPONENT OF "ALTERNATIVE CHIROPRACTIC." FOR MANY PEOPLE KNOWLEDGEABLE OF CHIROPRACTIC, THIS ASSOCIATION IS A RED FLAG. IT GETS WORSE, THOUGH. THE FOLLOWING IS FROM THE BRAIN GYM WEBSITE:
APPLIED KINESIOLOGY (AK) IS A DISTINCT WORK USED BY CHIROPRACTORS, SIMILAR TO EDU-K IN ITS STUDY OF MUSCLES AND USE OF MUSCLE-CHECKING OR MUSCLE-TESTING, AND YET DIFFERENT FROM EDU-K. AK IS BASED ON PROCESSES OF “MUSCLE-TESTING” THAT ISOLATE THE RESPONSE OF INDIVIDUAL MUSCLES IN THE BODY. EDU-K IS ORIENTED TO GOALS, AND TO DAILY LIFE FUNCTION AND PERFORMANCE, RATHER THAN TO A MEDICAL OR MECHANISTIC MODEL OF THE BODY. AK INCLUDES A SET OF SPECIFIC TESTS AND RELATED CORRECTIONS TO RESTORE BALANCE IN A THERAPEUTIC MODEL, AND USES TEST RESPONSES TO MAKE AN EVALUATION OF PHYSIOLOGICAL HEALTH. ONE-TO-ONE CORRESPONDENCE IS FREQUENTLY USED BETWEEN MUSCLE “WEAKNESS” AND ORGAN OR SYSTEM FUNCTION. THE CHIROPRACTOR CORRECTS IMBALANCES USING SPINAL OR OTHER MUSCULAR, CRANIAL, OR LYMPHATIC MANIPULATION AND/OR BY OFFERING NUTRITIONAL SUPPORT.
AK IS NOT THE KIND OF ACTIVITY YOU WANT TO ASSOCIATE YOURSELF WITH IF YOU ARE CLAIMING TO BE ON THE LEADING EDGE OF SCIENCE. ITS PRACTITIONERS REFUSE TO RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR TESTS ARE BEST EXPLAINED BY IDEOMOTOR RESPONSE AND HAVE REJECTED DOUBLE-BLIND RANDOMIZED TESTS OF THEIR WORK BECAUSE THE TESTS CONSISTENTLY SHOW AK DOES NOT WORK. THAT THE FOUNDERS OF BRAIN GYM ALIGN THEMSELVES WITH A PSEUDOSCIENCE DOES NOT BODE WELL. IN FACT, HOWEVER, IT IS A SIGN OF WHAT IS IN STORE FOR THOSE WHO DELVE INTO THE NATURE OF THIS "WORLDWIDE NETWORK DEDICATED TO ENHANCING LIVING AND LEARNING THROUGH THE SCIENCE OF MOVEMENT."
FORTUNATELY FOR THE DENNISONS, THEY WERE ABLE TO MARKET THEIR PRODUCT AS A NEW APPROACH TO LEARNING, "LEARNING THROUGH MOVEMENT." THE BRAIN GYM WEBSITE SAYS THAT THE PROGRAM IS BEING USED IN 80 COUNTRIES. DR. DENNISON’S BOOKS AND MANUALS HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED INTO 40 LANGUAGES.
UNFORTUNATELY, THE RESEARCH THEY DREW ON HAS BEEN WIDELY DISCREDITED AND THE FOLLOW-UP RESEARCH ON THE PROGRAM ITSELF IS LAUGHABLY INADEQUATE. THERE HAVE BEEN ONLY A FEW PUBLISHED STUDIES ON BRAIN GYM. ONE INVOLVED FOUR PARTICIPANTS, ONE OF WHOM WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE STUDY. THREE WERE PUBLISHED IN A JOURNAL THAT REQUIRES THE AUTHORS TO PAY FOR PUBLICATION. ANOTHER STUDY HAS SERIOUS METHODOLOGICAL FLAWS:
THE RESEARCH REPORTED IN THE ARTICLE WAS CONDUCTED WITH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS AND THEN EXTRAPOLATED TO UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. THE INTERVENTION CONSISTED OF STUDENTS IN THE TARGET SCHOOL LISTENING TO MOZART DURING THE DAY AND PARTICIPATING IN ACTIVITIES BASED ON BRAIN GYM®, WHILE STUDENTS IN THE COMPARISON GROUP PARTICIPATED IN THEIR USUAL ACTIVITIES DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR. THE AUTHOR CONCLUDED THAT THE INTERVENTION WAS SUCCESSFUL; HOWEVER, COMPARISONS WERE MADE USING ONLY TEACHER RATINGS OF STUDENTS IN THE TARGET SCHOOL AND PERCENTAGES OF INCREASE IN MEAN SCORES ON ACADEMIC TESTS, WITH NO DETERMINATION OF WHETHER THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE GROUPS WERE STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT. THE RESEARCHER DID NOT CONTROL FOR THREATS TO VALIDITY OR ADDRESS ISSUES RELATED TO RELIABILITY OF MEASURES OR TO TREATMENT FIDELITY. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDED WITH A RECOMMENDATION THAT UNIVERSITY STUDENTS USE BRAIN GYM® TYPE EXERCISES BEFORE AN EXAMINATION TO IMPROVE TEST PERFORMANCE BUT PROVIDED NO CREDIBLE RESEARCH SUPPORT FOR THAT RECOMMENDATION.
DESPITE WHAT WE'VE HEARD ABOUT PUBLICATION BIAS (THAT NEGATIVE STUDIES DON'T GET PUBLISHED), A DISSERTATION WAS PUBLISHED IN 2001 ON BRAIN GYM AND FOUND NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE STUDENTS DOING THE BRIAN GYM EXERCISES AND THE CONTROL GROUP.
BRAIN GYM® INTERNATIONAL, FOUNDED IN 1987, IS OWNED BY THE EDUCATIONAL KINESIOLOGY FOUNDATION, WHICH IS LOCATED IN VENTURA, CALIFORNIA. THEIR WEBSITE POSTS A 21-PAGE PAPER TOUTING THE RESEARCH THAT HAS BEEN DONE TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM. MOST OF THE STUDIES CITED THAT ARE CALLED "ACADEMIC PAPERS" HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN BRAIN GYM'S OWN JOURNAL. NONE APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN REPLICATED. COPIES OF SOME OF THE STUDIES ARE AVAILABLE FROM BRAIN GYM FOR $25 EACH. ONE OF THE STUDIES IS A REVIEW OF NEUROSCIENTIFIC LITERATURE. ONE CONCERNS ADHD AND DRUGS SUCH AS RITALIN. ANOTHER DEALS WITH NLP AND THE BRAIN. ONE IS CALLED "MOVEMENT OR MEDICATION? THE ALLEVIATION OF ADD." 
ANOTHER ARTICLE WAS PUBLISHED IN PERCEPTUAL AND MOTOR SKILLS AND CLAIMS TO HAVE FOUND THAT UNIVERSITY STUDENTS TRAINED IN "DENNISON LATERALITY REPATTERNING" AND BRAIN GYM HAD BETTER RESPONSE TIMES TO A VISUAL STIMULUS THAN THOSE WHO DID ONLY BRAIN GYM EXERCISES. BOTH OF THOSE GROUPS RESPONDED MORE QUICKLY THAN A CONTROL GROUP DID TO A VISUAL STIMULUS. THE ABSTRACT POSTED ON THE BRAIN GYM PAGE DOES NOT NOTE HOW MANY STUDENTS WERE INVOLVED OR WHAT THE SPECIFICS OF THE TRAINING WERE, NOR DID THE ABSTRACT NOTE IF THE DIFFERENCES WERE STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT. MORE IMPORTANT, NO INDICATION IS GIVEN THAT SUCH ACTIVITIES AFFECT LEARNING IN ANY MEANINGFUL WAY.
SEVERAL OF THE STUDIES POSTED IN THE BRAIN GYM PAPER CONCERN WORK WITH LEARNING-DISABLED STUDENTS AND SUCH THINGS AS "STATIC BALANCE." IT MAY WELL BE THE CASE THAT SOME OF THE EXERCISES ARE USEFUL FOR DEVELOPING BETTER BALANCE, BUT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT THESE ACTIVITIES REPATTERN ANY PART OF THE BRAIN. IN FACT, NONE OF THE ABSTRACTS SAY ANYTHING ABOUT HOW THE AUTHORS COULD KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT WHAT WAS GOING ON IN THE BRAIN WHILE STUDENTS WERE DOING THE EXERCISES.
ACCORDING TO THE BRAIN GYM WEBSITE: 
A BALANCE INVOLVES: 
GETTING READY TO LEARN 
SETTING A GOAL OR INTENTION 
PRE-ACTIVITIES WHICH PLAYFULLY IDENTIFY ASPECTS OF THE LEARNING THAT NEED MORE FOCUS FOR INTEGRATION 
A PLAN FOR INTEGRATING THE LEARNING INTO PHYSICAL MOVEMENT (IN THIS CASE, THROUGH THE BRAIN GYM MOVEMENTS) 
POST-ACTIVITIES TO IDENTIFY THE NEW LEARNING 
AFTER THE BALANCE, NEW CHOICES AND POSSIBILITIES ARE AVAILABLE TO THE STUDENT, AND IMPROVEMENTS ARE USUALLY EVIDENT. THE FINAL, UNNUMBERED STEP IS TO "CELEBRATE THE NEW LEARNING." THIS IS THE STEP OF PLAY, EXPLORATION, INNOVATION AND IMPLEMENTATION THAT IS SO ESSENTIAL TO CREATIVE LEARNING, YET OFTEN OMITTED IN THE CLASSROOM, WHERE LEARNERS ARE PRESSED TO BEGIN A NEW TASK BEFORE EVEN ACKNOWLEDGING THE SKILL WITH WHICH THE PREVIOUS ONE HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED. ANYONE WHO IS SO INCLINED CAN LEARN TO FACILITATE THIS PROCESS FOR SELF OR FOR OTHERS BY TAKING A BRAIN GYM COURSE. THE BALANCE PROCESS IS SIMPLE, YET REQUIRES DEEP UNDERSTANDING, BASED ON A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE PHYSICAL AS WELL AS THE MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL COMPONENTS OF THE LEARNING PROCESS, FOR SKILLFUL, NON-INTRUSIVE FACILITATION.
WELL, 80 PERCENT OF THE PROCESS SOUNDS LIKE AN INTELLIGENT PLAN FOR LEARNING, SO WHY MUCK IT UP WITH PSEUDOSCIENTIFIC JARGON ABOUT "NEURAL REPATTERNING" OR COORDINATING THE FRONT AND BACK OF THE BRAIN?
AS NOTED ABOVE, ONE STUDY INVOLVED JUST FOUR ADULTS. ANOTHER HYPOTHESIZED "THAT BRAIN GYM MOVEMENTS CAN ELIMINATE OR GREATLY AMELIORATE THE SYMPTOMS OF HYPERACTIVITY, LEARNING DISABILITIES, ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDER, EMOTIONAL HANDICAPS AND EVEN FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME." ONE STUDY INVOLVED 16 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS WHO ENGAGED IN TEN MINUTES OF RANDOM MOVEMENTS IN A ROOM OR A SERIES OF FIVE BRAIN GYM ACTIVITIES. "THE RESULTS INDICATED THAT THE HEARING OF THE TEACHERS WAS BETTER AFTER THE BRAIN GYM ACTIVITIES THAN AFTER THE RANDOM MOVEMENTS."
IS IT POSSIBLE TO MARKET TO EDUCATORS AN EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT AS SCIENTIFICALLY GROUNDED THAT ISN'T BASED ON CONVINCING SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE? APPARENTLY, IT IS.
ONE TRICK IS TO SOUND SCIENTIFIC. BRAIN GYM RELIES ON GIVING THE APPEARANCE OF BEING BASED ON SOUND NEUROSCIENCE. IT ISN'T. THERE IS, HOWEVER, A THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AS TO HOW THE BRAIN WORKS AND MALFUNCTIONS THAT IS PUT FORTH BY THE DENNISONS AS A BASIS FOR DEVELOPING THE, ACCORDING TO THE BRAIN GYM WEBSITE, "26 EASY AND ENJOYABLE TARGETED ACTIVITIES THAT INTEGRATE BODY AND MIND TO BRING ABOUT RAPID AND OFTEN DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENTS IN: CONCENTRATION, MEMORY, READING, WRITING, ORGANIZING, LISTENING, PHYSICAL COORDINATION, AND MORE." 

ACCORDING TO THE DENNISONS, THE RIGHT AND LEFT HEMISPHERES MUST BE COORDINATED. THE FRONT AND BACK PARTS OF THE BRAIN MUST ALSO BE COORDINATED. AND THE TOP AND BOTTOM PARTS OF THE BRAIN MUST BE COORDINATED, TOO. THEY CALL THESE TYPES OF ALLEGED BRAIN COORDINATION LATERALITY, FOCUSING, AND CENTERING. WHILE IT IS PRETTY MUCH COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THE PARTS OF THE BRAIN MUST COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER FOR PROPER BRAIN FUNCTION, THE PICTURE THE DENNISONS DRAW IS SO GENERAL AS TO BE USELESS FOR DEVELOPING ANY MEANINGFUL ACTIVITIES THAT MIGHT IMPROVE BRAIN FUNCTION.
WHEN THE DENNISONS DO GET SPECIFIC, THEY MAKE ODD CLAIMS NOT SUPPORTED BY GOOD SCIENCE, SUCH AS THEIR CLAIM THAT YAWNING CAN IMPROVE EYESIGHT. (DENNISON BELIEVES YAWNING IMPROVED HIS OWN EYESIGHT.) NONE OF THE ACTIVITIES DEVELOPED BY THE DENNISONS FOR IMPROVING "ACADEMIC LEARNING ACTUALLY INCLUDED ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION AS A COMPONENT" AND NO DIAGNOSTIC TOOL IS PROVIDED FOR IDENTIFYING WHICH OF THE THREE AREAS OF BRAIN COORDINATION NEEDS THE MOST ATTENTION.
ONE OF THE FOUNDATIONAL IDEAS OF THE BRAIN GYM IS THE THOROUGHLY DISCREDITED IDEA OF MOTOR PATTERNING PUT FORTH BY DOMAN AND DELCATO:
THEIR TECHNIQUE WAS VERY LABOR-INTENSIVE AND INCLUDED GUIDED CREEPING, CRAWLING, ROLLING, SWINGING, RUBBING WITH A POT-SCRUBBER, FLUID-RESTRICTION, AND CARBON DIOXIDE INHALATION (TO PROMOTE INTRACRANIAL VASODILATATION). LATER, MEGAVITAMIN THERAPY WAS ADDED. 
THE DOMAN-DELCATO TREATMENT HAS BEEN CONDEMNED FOR YEARS BY THE MAJOR PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH CEREBRAL PALSY AND MENTAL RETARDATION VICTIMS. IT IS ALSO VERY EXPENSIVE. HOWEVER, IT STILL MANAGES TO FIND CLIENTS.
THE BASIC IDEA OF THE DOMAN-DOLCATO TREATMENT WAS THAT THE BRAIN FUNCTIONS PROPERLY ONLY IF MOTOR SKILLS ARE LEARNED IN PROPER SEQUENCE. SO, IF A CHILD IS RETARDED IT MAY BE BECAUSE THE CHILD WALKED BEFORE SHE LEARNED TO CRAWL. THE CURE FOR RETARDATION: CRAWLING EXERCISES. THERE IS NO BODY OF SCIENCE SUPPORTING THIS NONSENSE, YET IT IS ONE OF THE BASES FOR BRAIN GYM.
THE CLAIM THAT CRAWLING OR YAWNING OR JUMPING OR MOVING YOUR HEAD FROM SIDE TO SIDE CAN AFFECT, IN ANY IMPORTANT WAY, NEURAL CONNECTIONS THAT MAKE LEARNING POSSIBLE IS RUBBISH.
ONE OF THE STRONGEST CRITICS OF BRAIN GYM IS BEN GOLDACRE OF BAD SCIENCE, WHO CALLS BRAIN GYM "LUDICROUSLY PSEUDOSCIENTIFIC." HE SAYS CHILDREN WRITE TO HIM TO TELL HIM HOW STUPID IT IS, WHILE TEACHERS WRITE TO DEFEND IT. GOLDACRE DOESN'T QUARREL WITH ALL THE ACTIVITIES OF THE BRAIN GYM. FOR EXAMPLE,  STUDENTS ARE ADVISED TO DRINK WATER BEFORE TESTS. THERE'S NOTHING WRONG WITH DRINKING WATER BEFORE TESTS, BUT THESE FOLKS THINK THE WATER GOES TO THE BRAIN, WHICH IS 90% WATER, AND THIS WILL HELP YOU THINK BETTER. THEY'RE ACTUALLY TAUGHT THAT IF ONE HOLDS THE WATER IN THE MOUTH FOR A FEW SECONDS, IT WILL GO THROUGH THE ROOF OF THE MOUTH AND BE ABSORBED BY THE BRAIN. EVEN IF YOU STAND ON YOUR HEAD WHILE DRINKING WATER IT WON'T GO DIRECTLY TO YOUR BRAIN.
HERE'S A DESCRIPTION OF ONE OF THE BRAIN GYM EXERCISES CALLED "HOOK-UPS": SHIFT ELECTRICAL ENERGY FROM THE SURVIVAL CENTERS IN THE HINDBRAIN TO THE REASONING CENTERS IN THE MIDBRAIN AND NEOCORTEX, THUS ACTIVATING HEMISPHERIC INTEGRATION … THE TONGUE PRESSING INTO THE ROOF OF THE MOUTH STIMULATES THE LIMBIC SYSTEM FOR EMOTIONAL PROCESSING IN CONCERT WITH MORE REFINED REASONING IN THE FRONTAL LOBES.
SOUNDS GOOD, DOESN'T IT? BUT IT'S UNSUBSTANTIATED GOBBLEDYGOOK WITH NO KNOWN CONNECTION TO LEARNING. YET THIS AND OTHER BRAIN GYM EXERCISES MIGHT ACTUALLY RELAX OR ENTERTAIN STUDENTS, AND RELIEVE SOME OF THE BOREDOM OF THEIR EVERYDAY CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES. STILL, WHAT IS THE POINT OF ADDING A LAYER OF NEUROSCIENTIFIC JARGON TO THE ACTIVITY EXCEPT TO MARKET IT TO CLUELESS EDUCATORS?
THEY TEACH THAT RUBBING YOUR RIBCAGE WILL STIMULATE THE CAROTID ARTERIES BENEATH AND INCREASE BLOOD TO THE BRAIN AND "ACTIVATE THE BRAIN FOR AN INCREASED FLOW OF ELECTROMAGNETIC ENERGY"....THEY PROMOTE STRANGE PHYSICAL ORIGAMI EXERCISES CALLED "HOOK-UPS" WHERE YOU PRESS YOUR FINGERS AGAINST EACH OTHER IN ODD PATTERNS, BECAUSE THESE "CONNECT THE ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS IN THE BODY, CONTAINING AND THUS FOCUSING BOTH ATTENTION AND DISORGANIZED ENERGY". 
THEY TEACH A FUNNY WAY OF WIGGLING YOUR EARS WITH YOUR FINGERS THAT "STIMULATES THE RETICULAR FORMATION OF THE BRAIN TO TUNE OUT DISTRACTING, IRRELEVANT SOUNDS AND TUNE INTO LANGUAGE." THEY TEACH THAT ROCKING YOUR HEAD BACK AND FORTH WILL GET MORE BLOOD TO YOUR FRONTAL LOBES "FOR GREATER COMPREHENSION AND RATIONAL THINKING." THIS STUFF IS BONKERS. 
I COULD GO ON. IN FACT, I WILL, BECAUSE SO MANY TEACHERS HAVE WRITTEN IN TO DEFEND IT. THEY TEACH THAT A SPECIAL THEATRICAL YAWN WILL LEAD TO "INCREASED OXIDATION FOR EFFICIENT RELAXED FUNCTIONING." OXIDATION IS WHAT CAUSES RUSTING. IT IS NOT THE SAME AS OXYGENATION, WHICH I SUPPOSE IS WHAT THEY’RE GETTING AT, AND EVEN IF THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT OXYGENATION, YOU DON’T NEED TO DO A FUNNY YAWN TO GET OXYGEN INTO YOUR BLOOD: LIKE MOST OTHER ANIMALS CHILDREN HAVE A PERFECTLY ADEQUATE AND UTTERLY FASCINATING PHYSIOLOGICAL SYSTEM IN PLACE TO REGULATE THEIR BLOOD OXYGEN AND CARBON DIOXIDE LEVELS, AND I’M SURE MANY CHILDREN WOULD RATHER BE TAUGHT ABOUT THAT, AND INDEED ABOUT THE ROLE OF ELECTRICITY IN THE BODY, OR ANY OF THE OTHER THINGS BRAIN GYM CONFUSEDLY JUMBLES UP, THAN THIS TRANSPARENT PSEUDOSCIENTIFIC NONSENSE.
DID I MENTION THAT THE PROGRAM IS NOT FREE? I INQUIRED OF A LOCAL TRAINER ABOUT ENROLLING IN BRAIN GYM 101, A THREE-DAY COURSE WHERE ONE LEARNS "THE BASIC 26 BRAIN GYM® MOVEMENTS AND THE FUNDAMENTAL STEPS FOR SEQUENCING THESE MOVEMENTS." THE COST IS $400. A ONE-DAY SEMINAR CALLED BRAIN GYM IN THE CLASSROOM IS $150 AND INCLUDES WATER AND SNACKS.
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT
10/11/08
FLYING CARS AREN’T THE STUFF OF SCIENCE FICTION ANYMORE. A SMALL CALIFORNIA COMPANY CALLED MOLLER IS ALREADY PRODUCING A RUN OF ITS M200 NEUERA, AN ETHANOL-POWERED TWO-SEATER STRAIGHT OUT OF THE JETSONS, LIVESCIENCE REPORTS. THE CAR IS EXPECTED TO LAND NEXT YEAR, AND CARRY A PRICE TAG SOUTH OF $100,000. IT’S ALL THE WORK OF PAUL MOLLER, AN ENGINEER WHO’S MADE THE FLYING CAR HIS LIFELONG OBSESSION. 
AFTER THE NEUERA, MOLLER IS READYING A SPORTY “SKYCAR,” WHICH RESEMBLES A SMALL JET AND HAS A CRUISING SPEED OF 200 MPH. BOTH VEHICLES ARE “VOLANTORS,” MEANING THEY CAN TAKE OFF VERTICALLY, POWERED BY MOLLER’S LIGHTWEIGHT BUT EXTREMELY POWERFUL ROTAPOWER ENGINE. ALTHOUGH MOLLER CALLS THE TECHNOLOGY “AS SOPHISTICATED AS THE SYSTEM USED TO LAND A MAN ON THE MOON,” IT SPORTS A STABILIZATION SYSTEM THAT ALLOWS ANYONE TO PILOT IT. 
*************************************************************
THE ARENA GOES ABROAD
BLINDED WOMAN WINS EYE-FOR-AN-EYE ISLAMIC JUSTICE 
AN IRANIAN JUDGE IS APPLYING ISLAMIC LAW TO GIVE A BLINDED WOMAN THE EYE-FOR-AN-EYE JUSTICE SHE SEEKS. A JILTED SUITOR WHO POURED ACID ON THE WOMAN—BLINDING AND DISFIGURING HER—WILL HAVE THE CHEMICAL DROPPED INTO HIS EYES, THE WASHINGTON POST REPORTS. SOME OFFICIALS SAY IT MAY DETER SIMILAR CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN ON THE RISE IN IRAN, BUT OTHERS DOUBT THE USE OF VIOLENCE WILL QUELL VIOLENCE. 
THE ATTACKER INSISTS HE DIDN'T DO "ANYTHING BAD" AND THAT HE'S STILL IN LOVE WITH THE HAZEL-EYED TECHNICIAN HE FELL FOR IN COLLEGE. THE 31-YEAR-OLD VICTIM HAILED THE COURT'S DECISION. "AT AN AGE AT WHICH I SHOULD BE PUTTING ON A WEDDING DRESS, I AM ASKING FOR SOMEONE'S EYES TO BE DRIPPED WITH ACID," SAID THE WOMAN. "I AM DOING THAT BECAUSE I DON'T WANT THIS TO HAPPEN TO ANY OTHER WOMEN."
I HAVE A COMMENT: IF THERE IS ONLY ONE THING THE OLD TESTAMENT GOT RIGHT IT WAS THE CONCEPT OF “AN EYE FOR AN EYE.” I WHOLEHEARTEDLY AGREE WITH THIS JUDGE’S DECISION. IN FACT, I WOULD PERSONALLY VOLUNTEER TO ADMINISTER THE PUNISHMENT MYSELF. FOR ONCE - I AM PROUD OF THE MUSLIMS. AMERICANS, ON THE OTHER HAND, WOULD PROBABLY BE WORRIED THAT THIS TYPE OF HARSH PUNISHMENT MIGHT “HURT THE ATTACKER’S SELF-ESTEEM.”
*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

GEORGE SANTAYANA (1863 – 1952) 89 YEARS
HE WAS A PHILOSOPHER, ESSAYIST, POET AND NOVELIST.
"SKEPTICISM, LIKE CHASTITY, SHOULD NOT BE RELINQUISHED TOO READILY."
