THE FAMILY
BY JEFF SHARLET
The author begins by stating that he was invited to be a member of "The Family" and took them up on their offer, giving him an inside view of what goes on within one of America's most powerful, secret organizations.

The Family is a network of very powerful people (mostly older, white men) in politics who maintain an organization for recruiting and training new warriors for jesus.

The first chapter describes something like a 'boot camp' for evangelicals near the nation's capital called, 'Ivanwald'.  Here young men are groomed to enter into the world of politics where they will make the connections necessary to obtain power to promote their 'jesus cult'. The author, himself, lived there among them for some time gathering information.
Beginning with chapter 2, Sharlet retells the history of the American Fundamentalist movement. Because it involves many names that most readers will be unfamiliar with, it may seem a little tedious. But if you stick with it, your interest should be stimulated when the story enters into the modern era and the names become more familiar.

The fundamentalist movement in America started with a man named, Jonathan Edwards, in the early 18th century (yes, he was a full-on religious nutbag).
Sharlet continues the history lesson by moving to the early 19th century and the impact on fundamentalism of Charles Finney.
The next saga in the history of American fundamentalism is about Abraham Vereide in the early 20th century. He was the first to steer the movement away from the poor, and target instead, the wealthy and powerful. Frank Buchman and Bruce Barton were both influential on the fundamentalist movement around the time of WW2 and interacted with Vereide. After the war, Vereide had a near-death experience on the operating table (with jesus) in which he realized that the goal of christian fundamentalism must be world domination. The author explores fundamentalist Nazi ties both before and after the war and Vereide's role in them. The finesse that was used to manipulate president Eisenhower was impressive (though depressing). "Under god" was added to the pledge and "In god we trust" to our money.

During the Vietnam war, Vereide retired and leadership passed to Doug Coe who has led the movement for over 40 years. Coe groomed many men to obtain power for the christian movement including one of the infamous Watergate criminals, Charles Colson.
Things get scariest when the author goes into the details behind Family-inspired genocide in developing nations in Africa and Southeast Asia. Its involvement in East Timor in Indonesia is especially chilling.

Sharlet goes into detail about such politicians as Sam Brownback, Hillary Clinton, and others.
He defines the "Culture War" not as a war but as a cultural evolution; which religion is adapting to, much faster than is secularism.

The chapter on Ted Haggard and Colorado Springs is quite interesting. The methods they used to infect large populations reminded me of Islam: religion takes over every aspect of a person's life.
The story of AIDS in Uganda is tragic. First condoms had the disease under control. Once fundamentalist influence was imported from America, condoms disappeared and AIDS returned with a vengeance. Fundamentalists in America continue to lie about the success of "abstinence only" both in Uganda and in the U.S.

Sharlet delves into homeschooling and the rewriting of history that fundamentalists undertake, in order to make history come out the way they need it to.
Stonewall Jackson, the most pious general, is discussed as an icon of American fundamentalism.

Doug Coe finally, after 40 years, went into semi-retirement and was replaced by Dick Foth. According to this book, it is unlikely that you will ever hear anything about this very powerful man. All their influence is administered behind the scenes.
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