AN OBJECTIVIST SECULAR READER
BY EDWARD HUDGINS (mainly)
This book attempts to explain the theory behind ‘Objectivism’ based on the philosophy of its founder Ayn Rand, author of the books “The Fountainhead” and “Atlas Shrugged.”

It is a compilation of articles written by various authors (most by Edward Hudgins).

I began with the appendix in the back in order to get an overview of Objectivism. The philosophy of Objectivism can be expressed in 4 basic values: Freedom, Achievement, Individualism, and Reason. These values are what enable humans to lead happy, thriving, free lives.

Basic Beliefs

Objectivists support the economic system of ‘Laissez-faire’ capitalism.

Politically, they favor the Libertarian party (minimal government).

Separation of Church and State. They themselves are secular (non-believers).

Philosophically they believe in “free will.”

Their emphasis on reason puts them squarely in the camp of the Rationalists.

What are creationists afraid of?

I thought that this was the most outstanding chapter of the book. Hudgins gives one of the best descriptions I have read of the ongoing battle between evolutionists and creationists. A must-read chapter!
He makes a good argument that Creationists are afraid that without Christianity, morality will break down. He tries to assauge their fears. (personally, I think they are terrified of what may happen to them after death if they make the wrong choice).
His article on the Grand Canyon controversy is excellent. The Creationists have forced their beliefs into the public domain, attacking science just as they do in the classrooms of America.
I like his style. He doesn’t insult - but he doesn’t hold back either. I have always appreciated straight-talkers. And I must admit, I love it when they border on the edge of insult, but you can feel them holding back their horses and trying to be as objective as possible.

I’ll give you one example that is prime Hudgins. In his article on Miss Cleo (the famous Psychic) he states: “So are the people who call Miss Cleo really so stupid as to think that pictures and numbers on randomized pieces of paper can actually tell their fortunes? The key word here is ‘think,’ which is what they don’t do.”
Next the book gives a few reviews of popular skeptical books. I will now give you a review of those reviews:
Schmidt gives a very well-balanced review of Dawkins’ “The God Delusion.” He discussess his favorite parts of the book and then follows with criticisms, where he thinks Dawkins could have done better. 

That is what I look for in a review: balance. Give me both sides and let me make up my own mind. 

His criticism that Dawkins didn’t go deep enough into the philosophical and moral intricacies is true, but I would say that that is what differentiates skeptics from objectivists. I (and this is just my opinion) find objectivists to be skeptics who boldly leave the security of scientific certainty and dare to enter areas inhospitable to most skeptics: philosophy, morality, and politics. In these areas, the skeptics usually remain on the sideline, BUT, they root for the objectivists.

This was followed by two excellent reviews of books by Sam Harris and Austin Dacey.

The in-depth interview of Shermer by Hudgins made excellent reading. Hudgins then devoted a chapter to the annual skeptic’s meeting in Las Vegas where he discusses the similarities and differences between Objectivists and Skeptics. 

This chapter helped me see where I differ from Objectivists: I most strongly disagree in the area of ethics. I believe that Objectivists place too few limits on achieving personal happiness at the expense of others; Ayn Rand’s marital situation would be a perfect example. 
They do not believe in altruism and therefore not in sacrifice (I don’t mean the biblical kind). These are values I strongly hold, and so explains why I am not an Objectivist. If you were in a foxhole, the last person on earth you would want to have fighting next to you would be an Objectivist - you might as well be fighting alone.

Still, I hold a great deal of admiration and respect for their overall belief system and consider them powerful allies in the current culture war.
Drawing heavily on the ideas of Robert Pape, Hudgins produces a chilling and stunning article on Islamic Fundamentalism and terrorism.
I may have spoken too soon when I crowned chapter 1 “The Best.” Hudgins’ article on Islamic-Fascism and free speech was amazing. He discussed many international incidents including the “Danish cartoon tragedy.” This too, is a must-read article.

And just when I thought it couldn’t get any better, the article by  Robert Bidinotto on Islamofascism was one of the clearest, most powerful essays I have ever read in my life. His biting sarcasm and wit had me on the floor more than once.
Hudgins follows with 4 excellent essays on the same subject - Islam.

“Life’s Meaning” is discussed in the final 5 essays of the book, all written by Hudgins.
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