LETTER TO A CHRISTIAN NATION

BY SAM HARRIS

This is a stunningly articulate work that grabs religion by the collar with both hands and gives it a violent shake.

His youthful good looks belie the intensity of the intellect behind this man. He has a style that is respectful of religion while at the same time making it clear that it has absolutely no merit.  His points are dead-on accurate and always well-supported.

************************************************

He cites polls that show that the majority of Americans hold strong religious views in direct contradiction to centuries of scientific advancement.

He provides numerous biblical quotes to support his positions.

The opening paragraph of the book is one of the most devastating rebukes to Christianity that I have ever read.

Harris, in a remarkably brilliant argument, uses Islam against Christianity.

He methodically breaks down the myths around the ten commandments and reduces them to their true value.

He attacks the Bible’s claim as the ‘moral authority’ with excellent examples. He gives a scathing discussion on Christian morality by references to specific present-day examples; ending with the proof, that if god exists, then he is the most prolific abortionist of all time!

He demolishes the idea that atheists are immoral and evil and argues quite successfully that the opposite is true.

He uses recent catastrophies (such as the Indonesian tsunami, the religious stampede in Iraq, and many others) to totally dismantle the reasoning of the survivors, who arrogantly assumed that their god favored them over those less fortunate.

In one paragraph, beginning at the bottom of page 56, he does a terrific analysis on the current situation in our world regarding skepticism vs. religion.

He questions why the prophecies of the bible aren’t useful ones that could help humanity, but rather, vague unhelpful prophecies that could be interpreted many different ways.

He brutally takes to task the Catholic church over matters of pedophilia and the concept of ‘limbo’.

He discusses why it is not only acceptable, but required in our society to believe in the Christian god; yet you are considered ‘crazy’ if you believe in Zeus, Santa Claus or the family of Hindu gods.

Harris gives an excellent explanation on the misuse of the word ‘theory’ by believers.

He discusses intellectual honesty as being the prime motivator behind scientific discourse whereas religion works exactly the opposite: there is no attempt at intellectual honesty as religionists work backwards from their answers to find justifications to support those answers.

He shows that true arrogance belongs, not to the scientists, but to the believers.

He tackles I.D. (intelligent design), unmasking it and explaining what it really is. His argument in support of evolution vs. intelligent design is absolutely devastating and very clearly stated.

He details the religious violence that is being carried out all over the world so clearly that anyone should be able to see the danger (unfortunately only rationalists can).

He is particularly harsh on Islam saying what everyone else is too afraid to say. He doesn’t let political correctness interfere with reality. He tells it like it is – something very very few public figures have the courage to do.

My summary cannot possibly do this book justice – read the book, please.
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