god IS NOT GREAT
BY CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS
The book begins with a question posed to Hitchens in a debate by his opponent Dennis Prager who asked him to imagine himself in a strange city as the evening was coming on. Hitchens was to imagine that he saw a large group of men approaching. Now - would Hitchens feel safer, or less safe, if he were to learn that they were just coming from a prayer meeting?

Hitchens answer was electric (and I won’t give away the details other than to say that Hitchens proceeding to explain his experience in exactly those situations in various cities around the world). A stunning opening.

Hitchens provides an extensive list of all the gods that were conceived through virgin birth; Christ was but one of a long list.
His listing of the attempts to kill anyone connected to Salman Rushdie was bone-chilling. Being the good skeptic, I googled “Rushdie, translator, assault” and read the news story from the New York Times in 1991 that verified Hitchens’s story of the murder in Japan and led me to stories of other attempts such as the attempted murder in Norway. Hitchens wasn’t exaggerating: the order to kill was being taken seriously all over the world.
And almost as disgusting was the reaction by both religious and non-religious public officials that supported the killings and blamed the victim!

His chapter on religion’s effect on public health policy is absolutely shattering (to religion, not health policy). In this chapter he attacks the Bush administration. The reason I mention this is because, on the subject of the Iraq war he is a supporter of the Bush policy. To me, this proves he is a very unusual writer (even for a skeptic) who can judge things by the facts; rather than siding for or against an individual and letting that individual sway his conclusions. That is the hallmark of a ‘rational’ mind.
Hitchens goes into great detail in refuting the arguments from design.
From vestigial human organs to irreducible complexity, Hitchens tears apart the arguments of the intelligent design proponents. In the final part of the chapter he discusses evolution in creative new ways that support his final decision on the god hypothesis: “Everything works without that assumption.”

Hitchens’s knowledge of old and new testament scripture is extensive and he uses his biting wit to expose the lunacy contained within. In the following chapter, the Koran fares no better. Hitchens is a brave man indeed considering that fanatical Muslims have no limits when it comes to traveling to foreign countries to murder citizens who dare to ‘blaspheme’.
Hitchens also has a lot to say about ‘miracles’ and relates that he was personally called to the Vatican to speak against the canonization of Mother Theresa (the Church’s rules require someone to act as ‘devil’s advocate’).
Hitchens gives the most in-depth look at Mormonism of any author  I have read. After reading his expose and learning what Mormons actually delude themselves into believing, I don’t know how any reader could ever look at Mormons as sane individuals again (but the same case could be made for most other religious believers as well). Hitchens will have you convinced that 85% of the people with whom you share the planet are looney and gullible beyond belief: he certainly has me convinced. 
Hitchens points out that it was Jesus who introduced the concept of hell and eternal damnation; Jehovah only punished the living and their progeny, but left the dead in peace.
In a chapter on morality, Hitchens lists famous historic figures whom he considers heroes and villains. Among his heroes are Martin Luther King Jr., Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson, Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, Nehru, and Pope John Paul II.

Those for whom he reserves the lowest regard include Martin Luther  (after whom King was named), Ambassador Abdrahaman (Tripoli, 1797), Saddam Hussein, Mohandas Ghandi (that’s right), Evelyn Waugh, and Joseph Kony.

Eastern religions (mainly Hindus and Buddhists) fare no better than the Western monotheistic religions under the strafing fire of Hitchens’s devastating wit and expertise. The personal experience that he draws upon is what makes this book so effective.

Hitchens’s chapter on the abuse of children is heart-wrenching.
You will learn a great deal when you read about the Vatican’s involvement with 20th century fascist regimes. 

Secular evil does not escape Hitchens’s pen. As devastating as he has been to religion, he is just as destructive to secularists who use evil to achieve their goals. Like any good skeptic, and unlike ‘believers’, he is fair in his appraisal and attack.

In what is probably the most powerful and moving chapter in the entire book, Hitchens explores the history of “unbelief” and explains why so few have publicly admitted to heresy and blasphemy. Skeptics have been forced into hiding for thousands of years for one very good reason - survival.

Finally, I have to admit, I love the fact that Hitchens refuses to capitalize the word “god”.

GRADE
A

