THE GOD DELUSION
BY RICHARD DAWKINS

Most people consider the Bible to be the greatest book ever written.

It is not.

“The God Delusion” by Richard Dawkins might just be.

Einstein’s ‘religion’ explained and Dawkins challenges the automatic respect that religion receives.

He discusses agnosticism. 

He explains the true intent of America’s ‘founding fathers’ and how America has changed since then

(some of his examples are pretty disturbing and depressing).

Dawkins attacks arguments supporting belief in god:

thomas aquinas’ proofs

ontological argument

argument from beauty

argument from personal experience

argument from scripture

argument from admired religious scientists

pascal’s wager

bayesian arguments

argument from improbability (design)

irreducible complexity

god of the gaps

argument from personal incredulity

two versions of the anthropic principle

He takes the position that reality is better explained by evolution than by religion: the ‘Big Bang’ is more plausible than a Creator:

Believers demand proof from science but accept on faith the theological explanation (logical fallacy of “inconsistency”).

They can't accept that matter can come into existence yet have no difficulty accepting that god (an incredibly complex bit of matter) could pop into existence or "always" have existed.

They then run into the problem of “infinite regression” which,

since they can’t explain it, they simply deny the problem exists.

Next Dawkins explores various theories regarding the origins of religions including ‘group selection’ (as opposed to individual selection) and psychological roots.

Dawkins uses ‘moral tests’ to show that religion is not necessary to separate good from evil. 

He proceeds to thoroughly trash the basis of biblical morality by

exposing the cruel and inhuman things done to humans by god,

and in the name of god. 

He discusses the ‘tribe’ mentality.

He explains the concept of ‘Zeitgeist’ (spirit of the times) showing that attitudes and actions MUST be judged within the ‘context of their time’.

He does an excellent detailed analysis of Hitler and Stalin with lots of supporting references.

Dawkins discussion of the israeli children experiment is extremely powerful.

He believes that humans do NOT get their morality from the bible because morality existed throughout the world without access to the bible.

The origin of morality is probably from the pressure of altruism (thru evolution).

regarding morals: the ‘Golden Rule’ is native to many cultures; its purpose is to reduce suffering and injustice.

Dawkins explains in great detail how religious indoctrination begins at birth.

He strongly objects to children being labeled as ‘Christian’ or

‘Muslim’ or any other religion. He explains they should be referred to as ‘children OF Christian parents’, etc.

Blasphemy & apostasy are still punishable by death.

He discusses Christian intolerance.

Dawkins puts to rest the “Beethoven” argument by adding Hitler into the equation (interesting reading).

The real problem is ‘religious faith’.

He explores the experiences of those who have broken away from their religious upbringing and the repercussions that have resulted.

Dawkins does a summary on reality where he delves into the psychology of why people continue to believe in invisible imaginary friends into adulthood. He explains reality through the metaphor of a burka with a tiny slit.
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