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The first recorded case of an indictment for atheism occurred in Greece in 467 b.c.e. Anaxagoras realized that heavenly objects were not gods but probably metallic, rocky objects when he examined a meteorite which had fallen nearby. Too bad no one else made that connection. Thus began the battle between science and religion that continues almost 2,500 years later.

One of the earliest systems of Rationalist thought was that of the Carvaka of India who recognized that there was no "soul" separate from the human body. Not only were they 2,500 years ahead of their time - they were ahead of 90% of all people, in our time. Jainism and Buddhism likely developed from the beliefs of the Carvaka.
During the first couple of centuries (a.c.e.), Christianity remained below the radar and rationalism was flourishing in the Roman empire.
But by the 4th century, Christianity had gained in power and influence and became the official religion of both the western and eastern Roman empires. In the 5th century they used violence and brutal murders to eliminate those who stood against them (doubters). Christian fanatics ravaged the library at Alexandria and put an end to open scholarly debate. This ushered in the beginning of the dark ages which were to rule the western world for a thousand years.
During the Renaissance in Europe, Christianity reached the depths of evil as evidenced by the Inquisition, Bartholomew's Day Massacre and other famous events during which they completely ignored their most prized commandment, "Thou shalt not kill."
For me the most comical story in the book was the one about the Jesuits in China: when the Qing dynasty replaced the Ming in the mid-1600's, the Qing accepted the Jesuit's European astronomy, which was based on Tycho Brahe's erroneous vision of the solar system. His system had the planets orbiting the sun, which in turn, orbited the earth! It was more than a hundred years later before they learned that they had been scammed, and that even Europe had never bought into that theory. They were not amused.
The next chapter deals with doubt in the colonies, with familiar names like Ben Franklin, Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams. At the same time there were huge activities occurring in France with the French Revolution, where secularists revolted against the excesses of the church and the state. Unfortunately, this revolt was short-lived and things returned to normal about a decade later under Napoleon Bonaparte.
Showing that women were also involved in the struggle, the author includes a marvelous story about Anne Royall who influenced many thinkers in 19th century America.
Darwin's theory of evolution provided doubters with scientific evidence upon which to base their doubt. Atheism was now entering a new phase with the support of provable science.
As the century nears an end, scientists like Thomas Edison and others enter the fray and begin taking a toll on religious belief.
In the 20th century, an entire nation, Russia, attempted to set up an atheist regime. Unfortunately, the leader, Joseph Stalin was an evil man giving believers ammunition to use against atheism in the debate over morality.

Scientists continued to swing over to the atheist side, including such heavyweights as Albert Einstein.
Courageous Muslims like Salman Rushdie, despite great physical danger, spoke out against Islam in the same way that atheists were coming out against Christianity.

The book concludes with a review of the most important influences throughout the history of doubt. The author not only reviews the individuals, but also the intellectual movements that swept through the world and challenged the status quo.
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