ATHEIST MANIFESTO

BY MICHEL ONFRAY

Other great skeptical books can lead you down the path of skepticism. This book will take you one step further:

the emotions it engenders can turn you into a skeptical warrior.
This author was likely the most ‘motivational’ of any who I have read. By the time I finished this book I was ready to go to war.

When you learn what has been happening to people throughout history in the name of religion, when you find out the great lengths that Church and State go to, to keep you from learning about what they have been doing, and when you discover that these things continue to this day (although admittedly things have improved) it is enough to depress anyone who has feelings for his fellow human beings.

This book is a Must-Read.  Onfray has so much knowledge and does a great job of passing that knowledge on. 

He is one of the most ‘quotable’ of all authors. Since this book was translated from the original in French, perhaps the credit should go to the translator?

******************************************************************************

Don’t skip the preface – 

it is absolutely stunning in its revelations.

He follows the preface with an introduction? 

(don’t ask – just read it).

He discusses the roots of atheism including the etymology of the word itself. 

He describes a very depressing, brutal history for anyone who dared not to conform. 

He powerfully backs up his position that atheistic literature, that hasn’t been destroyed, has been systematically excluded from public access; finding it requires great perseverance.

He discusses the first four great atheist writers:

1) jean meslier

2) baron d’holbach

3) ludwig andreas feuerbach

4) friedrich nietzsche

Onfray argues that religious learning involves only memory not thinking (intelligence): believe and obey, never question. choose faith over knowledge.

He admits that the Koran grants to non-Muslims the right to exist and be protected, but he adds that this protection is granted only after payment of a staggering tax (in America we call that extortion).

He gives an impressive explanation on the shared fundamentals of the 3 monotheisms (they are merely variations on the same theme).

He argues that the three great monotheisms are focused on death; atheism on life. They also promote hatred of reason,  intelligence, freedom, all books in the name of one book alone, sexuality, women, pleasure, the human body, desire and drives.

Instead they promote faith, belief, obedience, submission, taste for death, longing for the beyond, chastity, virginity, soul and spirit.

He details many of the rules that govern Jews and Muslims in the observance of their religion. For Muslims, these rules control just about every minute of their lives.

He recounts the long list of atrocities perpetrated by religion against scientists, philosophers, and books; or anything that threatened their control over the mindless masses. In other words religion has waged war with science since its inception.

He discusses the intense hatred of women promoted by the three monotheisms.

He gives a very detailed history of the origins of Christianity from a discussion about the ‘existence’ of Jesus to the end of the Roman Empire.

He goes over the Bible and the Koran with a scalpel giving reference after reference showing that both are totally riddled

with contradictions.

He gives a stunning report on the complicity between the Vatican and Nazi Germany during WW 2 as they combined forces against the Jews.

In the book’s final chapter, he delivers an absolutely devastating evaluation of Islam.

He demonstrates a creative streak when he illustrates ‘what might have been’ had the three monotheistic religions combined their talents to produce one book that only gave support to the positive aspects of religion. Instead, he points out, they have done just the opposite.
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