THE ATHEIST CAMEL CHRONICLES
BY DROMEDARY HUMP
This book is a collection of over 100 essays.

He begins by defining "skeptic" and clearly states that he is not one: he is not "skeptical" about religion - he completely rejects it.
His sarcasm and humor make powerful points that will only be appreciated by the godless. Believers will deny all his points, as they always do - because they have no answers for the issues he raises.
He questions miracles and faith healing, using the unanswerable question of why Jesus refuses to heal amputees.
He ends his essay on theocracy with America's amended motto:

"In our god you trust ... or else!"

He gives one of the best definitions of God that I have ever read:

"It's the fictional thing that people, whose minds are infected by ancient pre-scientific belief systems, believe controls their lives, created the universe, endows them with an after-life as a reward for their belief, and/or controls volcanic eruptions, rainfall, solar and lunar eclipses, success at hunting, crop yield, births, disease outbreaks, victory in war, Aunt Sadie's cancer, lotto results, and the outcome of sporting competitions, etc., ad nauseam."

I hadn't gotten far into this book before realizing that I have never encountered a mind so like my own (I feel very sorry for the author).
His reply to a christian historical revisionist ("America is a christian nation") in his local newspaper is priceless.

He uses one essay to show that religious belief is a "meme" (culturally inherited trait) that supercedes logic and reason in the mind of believers.
In the essay on "Why Christians Lie," the author displays an impressive grasp of psychology.
He exposes Christian "charity" in which help is offered, but a price (conversion) is expected.

He gives the 10 commandments a shot and does pretty damn good - in fact, way better than god did. I got a kick out of #9:

"Be kind to animals, even if you are going to eventually eat them."

He discusses the first amendment and the difference between freedom "of" religion V. freedom "from" religion, and how fundamentalists continually attack our constitution.
He shows that according to Christian belief, attempts by medical science to cure disease is a rebellion against god, who created the diseases in the first place.

He recalls a stunning chat room confession by a Christian who defends breaking the local hunting laws:
"I've sinned many times in my life; been drunk, used drugs, committed adultery & hunted out of season ... Jesus has always forgiven me. He'll forgive me again." (that insight pretty much explains a lot of things about "Christian Morality").

His essay on religion V. science is remarkably clear. There can be no accommodation between fact and fantasy: one thoroughly disproves the other.

He repeats a very important point: atheism is not a belief - it is a lack of belief. He then draws the conclusion that the less belief a political candidate has - the better off we all will be.
His essay on the atheist's ability to accept god is brilliant. He uses Russell's Teapot to give a decisive answer to one of the creationist's favorite misrepresentations.
The essay "Life, Salvation, and Suicide" has to be one of the highlights of the entire book. It was hysterically funny, yet contained the best of Hump's steel trap logic.
In a comparison between the most religious U.S. state, Mississippi, and the least religious, New Hampshire, the "moral" categories (violent crime, etc.) didn't quite swing the way that the religious believers had hoped.

The essay on his military experience was a real eye-opener. This was one situation where the "believers" taught the "rationalist" a lesson about reality.
Whether or not you agree with his politics, Hump makes a very well-supported argument in favor of avoiding the Republican party.

Hump takes the position that homosexuality is inherited. The last I heard was that there was some evidence indicating that that might be the case, but I was not aware that it was now regarded as "established science." Perhaps Hump is correct. I simply don't know, but will reserve judgment until I see convincing proof either way.

The letter from God to one of his "loyal creations" was pure creative genius. There is no way, for even a Christian to read that letter without laughing - hard.
His essay on the threat, posed by science, to religion is excellent - very clear and simple, yet powerful.
Hump courageously takes on the challenge of trying to prove the non-existence of God - and he does pretty good.

One of the most depressing, yet necessary essays, is the one on Muslim women. His discussion branches out into Islam in general as viewed on a worldwide scale.

His final essay "afterword" is the most important of all. His warning should not be ignored. Wishful thinking will not make reality go away. We must face the evil that threatens our existence. Failure to do so ....

I have read most of the well-known atheist books by Dawkins, Harris, Hitchens, etc. This book was the best of them all, mainly because, the other authors restrained themselves ... Hump did not.
GRADE
A+
