THE ARMAGEDDON FACTOR
BY MARCI MCDONALD
McDonald begins with a preface that is very powerful and sets up the premise of her book: Christian nationalism is on the rise in Canada and is intimately connected to the same movement in the United States.  The goal of this movement is control of the government by fundamentalist Christians.  Yes, we are talking about a theocracy.
In the opening chapter, the author concentrates on the background of the current prime minister of Canada, Stephen Harper. This chapter should be of great interest to Canadians. However, Americans will be as bored, as Canadians would be reading about George Bush.
In the second chapter she gets into the reasons for the ascendency of Canadian evangelicals in politics. Once outcast, this small minority uses the influence of churches to move as a unit and gain political power. They are aided by their counterparts in the United States where the movement is much more established and powerful.
At this point, McDonald finally mentions the "Armageddon Factor" which motivates many of the extreme fundamentalist christians. It is the belief that the end is near and that Canadians need to prepare for their special role in this final battle. The really scary thing is that these people actually welcome the destruction of earth and can't wait for it to happen!

Her expose of "The Watchmen of Nations" is a little chilling when one realizes that these people, who should be getting mental help, are actually affecting the lives of normal people through their increased political power.

The chapter on the tactics of Faytene Kryskow is disturbing as it details the attack on Canada's impressionable, naive youth; an attack that is mirrored in the U.S. where fundamentalists understand that the key to success is to get to them while they are young and vulnerable.
Now things get more interesting as McDonald reports that creationism has worked its way back into the beliefs of high-ranking members of parliament. Evolution as a scientific fact is questioned by lawmakers with no expertise in science, but only faith in ancient desert manuscripts. While the percentages are not as bad as in the U.S., the trend is disturbing and having a major impact on science in Canada.
Now the author makes a major blunder when she dates the first cells (600 million years ago) and the first appearance of dinosaurs (500 million years later). These egregious errors are unforgiveable as they could have easily been researched. Her figures are not even close to being accurate.

One thing that the reader should notice throughout the book is that most of the main religious players leading the attack against science have little, if any, scientific training. That should be a giant red flag that these people do not know what they are talking about.

Next, she highlights the leaders and strategies of the Canadian intelligent design movement who work in conjunction with their American counterparts to subvert science, mainly evolution.

McDonald follows with a chapter discussing various court cases and the christian response to them. Hint: christians don't accept laws and judicial decisions very well. They only have one constitution and one set of laws ... and it comes from the spirit world; and specifically, only from their particular region of the spirit world.
The book often quotes religious leaders who openly state the christian goal of world domination; a goal echoed by their arch rivals, the muslims.

Home schooling by evangelicals is exposed for exactly what it is, an attempt by religious believers, who cannot afford private christian schools, to protect their children from being exposed to secular education.

The next chapter deals with televangelism. For 50 years they were kept off the airways. But that has been overturned, and they now put all their efforts into a push for a "Christian Nation."
McDonald then tackles the issue of christian nationalism from the judicial side as she lays out the stategies employed by the warriors of Christ to gain control of the judiciary.
The penultimate chapter focuses on christian zionism and the reasons behind it. It is not out of altruism that they support Israel, but based on a bizarre biblical interpretation from the 1800's that says that the rapture is intricately tied to the survival of the Jewish state.
I have to admit I was shocked by her admission at the end of the book. But then, I good book review would never give away the ending; so you'll just have to read it for yourself.
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