A 21st CENTURY RATIONALIST IN MEDIEVAL AMERICA

BY JOHN BICE

This book is a collection of articles by John Bice written for his school newspaper at Michigan State University.

I thoroughly enjoyed the first part of the book. I thought he did an excellent job of supporting his opinions on religion.

But I was disappointed with the last portion of the book where he went into the field of politics (never a good area for a skeptic).

It was obvious from the beginning that Bice intensely hates President Bush.  Okay, so do a lot of people.  I wanted him to prove to me, why I should also hate him.

When he attacked Bush in the first part of the book, he backed up his opinions with facts regarding Bush’s religiosity and why it affects the rest of us. He did an excellent job.

But in the last section on politics, instead of convincing arguments, all I got was ‘Michael Moore’ dogma. Not at all the way a Rationalist should present a case.

I think that if this book were to be accurately titled it should read: “A 21st Century Atheist in Medieval America.”

I would have no quarrel with that title.

John Bice is a damn good atheist – but I would not consider him a Rationalist until he learns control his emotions and argue all subjects with the same razor-like intellect that he applies to religion.

**************************************************************************

In his preface he shows that he understands that he will not be converting the believers but will be motivating rational thinkers to become actively involved in our cultural war.

The third paragraph of the introduction is so powerful it bears repeating: “The hapless and uneducated men and women living in the 6th century had an excuse for their stunted critical-thinking skills, pathetically myopic worldview and pervasive belief in the supernatural and mystical; the current inhabitants of the developed world, however, ought to know better.”

He admits to being confrontational and blunt ... and I LOVED IT!

His humor is biting and hysterically funny at times, unless you happen to be a believer, in which case I think you would call it ‘blasphemy’.

He often uses public opinion polls to effectively get his point across about what Americans really think – and those polls are really scary (to any rational person).

Bice believes that education is the answer and uses polls to back up his hope. A higher level of gullibility correlates with a lower level of education. But it is still very disturbing that so many highly-educated people are so gullible. He points out that while education is important, a greater factor is the ‘type’ of education: people need to be trained to think ‘critically’ and to use their reasoning skills properly (I couldn’t agree more).

He correctly points out that the ‘nutty’ religions like Scientology and the Raelians differ from mainstream Christianity in only one aspect: size.  And size does matter: you are considered a fringe cult until enough people are persuaded to join your cause at which time you become a religion and enjoy all the protections guaranteed to religions (such as tax-exempt status).

He begins most of his chapters with quotes from famous people.

As a collection, these quotes are probably the best I have seen. Some are so powerful, it is a wonder that religion could survive, much less flourish.

Bice flatly states that “organized religion is the most dangerous problem in our world.” And he backs up that position with strong supporting evidence.

He writes a powerful article on journalistic dishonesty relating to a study of scientists and their religious beliefs, where the media completely misrepresented the results in order to sensationalize the study and pull in viewers and readers.

A classic quote from Bice regarding the research that showed atheists had lower divorce rates than Christians, “What a slap in the face – bested by Godless heathens in a morality contest.”

He blows apart the myth that the United States was founded on ‘Judeo-Christian’ principles and supports it with hard facts.

He has a remarkably creative way of attacking Christian Fundamentalists for their stand on gay marriage. It is really quite stunning.

One point where I disagree with Bice is his insistence that “you get the government you deserve.” Actually that’s incorrect: 51% of the people get the government they deserve; the rest have to suck eggs.

Regarding politics, it is just my opinion that most Rationalists would probably be independent middle-of-the-roaders, with some ‘leaning’ to the left and others ‘leaning’ to the right. I feel it is necessary to point out that John Bice’s political views are very far to the left. I feel that if you are reading this review with an eye to reading his book, then it is my duty to let you know what to expect. I have a lot of problems with President Bush myself, but I have rarely encountered the degree of pure hatred that I found in this book. It is simply something you should consider before deciding whether or not to read this book.

That being said, I would highly recommend Bice’s book. I learned a great deal from him. His writing style (on subjects other than politics) is superb: sarcastic, humorous, incisive, direct, and informative.
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